
Dear Traveling Companions, 

We are a group of passionate Jesus followers from 

around the globe that value Hebraic Bible teaching 

and support the mission of JC Studies to edify every 

disciple. If this is your first Haverim Update, welcome 

to JC Studies and the Haverim Community. Grace 

(hesed)! and peace (shalom)! to all haverim reading 

this update. By the will and word of our good Father, 

the Spirit of Jesus is with us. Hallelujah! 

“What a feast you are providing for us every 

Shabbat! Dwight Pryor's insights on Meditation (and 

so much else) are so excellent, and Claire Pfann's 

series on Luke is proving to be most interesting and 

lively. Thank you again for all the work you must put 

into all of this. Be assured it is valued.” Sincerely, 

Molly (N. Ireland) 

Thanks for writing Molly, we can all use the kind of 

encouragement that comes from the Lord through 

one another. I’m delighted our work is helpful to you. 

Reaching the Upcoming Generations 

A dynamic duo recently 

hosted me on their podcast, 

First-Century Youth Ministry. 

Heather and Mark are doing 

a great job and have so 

much to offer those called 

to invest in the upcoming 

generations. I am a big fan! 

Know any youth workers? 

Please share this link: firstcenturyyouthministry.com. 

Haverim Community News 

jcstudies.com/haverim is where you’ll find the 
new Claire R. Pfann audio and transcript for July. 

Join us online, July 23rd to discuss Claire's 
teaching: crowdcast.io/e/fourth-friday-2021. 

We’ve begun a new series called, The Jewish 

Roots of Meditation by Dwight Pryor. Check it 

out at jcstudies.com/blog. 

Help Us Expand and Preserve Dwight’s Legacy 

As he was to so many, Dwight A. Pryor was my 

mentor, colleague, and friend. He died on Shabbat, 

fitting for a man who spent his last thirty years 

coherently, creatively, and passionately explaining 

the great biblical doctrines of historic Christianity 

from a Hebraic perspective. He labored with 

integrity and wisdom to see the branches 

reconnected with the roots (Rom 11:18). 

In his honor, we have prepared a web page where 

you can answer some prepared questions and share 

a bit of  how Dwight and his teaching have served 

you. Will you please come and share your witness 

with the world? Imagine the impact on lives that 

discover his wealth of insights because they read 

what you wrote. Thank you. Go to, 

jcstudies.com/dwight 

One faithful haverim supporter recently wrote, 

Dwight gave me a rooted scriptural foundation to 

my newfound belief that still runs deep over forty 

years later along the winding road of life. - M.V. 

A synonym for the word legacy is inheritance. The 

truth behind inheritance is that each of us receives 

one and leaves one. What Dwight learned he 

faithfully shared with us. Now we pass on what we 

are learning to the next generations (2 Tim 2:2). 

We are doing a good work together. Thank           
you for your support. Immanuel!
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It is a very amazing journey to walk through Luke-Acts, to hear this 

Gentile doctor, probably a God-fearer who has sat at the feet of rabbi 

Paul and rabbi Peter, who probably talked to Mary and has had the 

opportunity to talk to other eyewitnesses. He has a rich, rich set of 

resources to look at and to draw upon as he writes this Gospel. He 

comes up with something that has stood the test of time. His stylistic 

ability is amazing. He works very hard to be a faithful historian.  It's 

an amazing thing to be able to sit and listen and learn from what he 

has to say. That will be our journey as we walk with him.

~ You’ll find the July audio and transcript at jcstudies.com/haverim
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3 min 48 sec reading time

IN THE EXODUS, the children of Israel exchanged masters. 
They went from being slaves of the Egyptian Pharaoh to 
being servants of the King of the Universe. Yahweh, the God 
of Israel, signaled this exchange in a message he conveyed 
to Pharaoh through Moses: “Thus says the Lord, ‘Let my 
people go, that they may serve me’” (Ex 8:1).

Slaves in the ancient Near East often were tattooed with the 
names of their masters, and temple workers sometimes were 
branded with the name of the god they served.(1) God did not 
tattoo or brand his people, but he did “place his name upon 
them” through a special blessing pronounced by the high 
priest (Nu 6:22-27).

The priestly blessing illustrates God's 
love for the Israelites, whom he called 
his “treasured possession” (Ex 19:5). 

The Hebrew word for “treasured possession,” segullah, can 
refer to a royal treasury (1 Ch 29:3; Ecc 2:8). Cognate words 
in Akkadian and Ugaritic denote someone who enjoys 
special status with a king.(2) God also called the Israelites “a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex 19:6). He was 
setting them apart as his instruments in bringing blessing to 
the whole world, continuing the plan that he had begun with 
their ancestor Abraham (Ge 12:1-3).

At Mt. Sinai, God revealed to Israel the Ten 
Commandments, giving them the principles necessary for 
success in their special calling. One of the commandments 
summarizes that calling: “You shall not take the name of the 
Lord your God in vain …” (Ex 20:7). We typically associate 
this commandment with acts of speech. But it is much 
broader. The Hebrew word for “take,” nasa, means to bear 
or carry. God’s name had been placed upon the Israelites 
(Nu 6:27), and they carried his name in the world as his 
representatives. They were not to bear his name in a vain-
i.e., a useless way. Their behavior would affect God’s 
reputation in the world, so they were to live in a way that 
would represent him well.

The clothing worn by the high priest symbolized Israel’s 
priestly calling. Fastened to the front of the priest’s turban 
was a gold medallion engraved with the words qodesh 
laYahweh (“holy, belonging to Yahweh”). On his apron were 
twelve gemstones, each inscribed with the name of a tribe of 
Israel (Ex 28:15-21, 36-37). The high priest, carrying God’s 
name and the names of the twelve tribes, was God’s 
representative to Israel and Israel’s representative before 
God. Analogously, Israel carried God’s name in the world 
and represented God to the nations and likewise, the nations 
before God.

The Ten Commandments, along with additional instruction 
elaborating on those commandments, guided the Israelites in 
bearing God’s name in the promised land. When Israel 
followed God’s teaching they would prosper, and the 
peoples around them would take notice (Dt 4:5-8). “Surely 
this great nation is a wise and understanding people,” they 
would marvel (v 6). 

We catch glimpses of this ideal picture during Israel’s 

golden age under David and Solomon. David envisioned 
building a temple, a “house for the name of the Lord” (1 Ki 
8:17), and construction was carried out under Solomon. The 
temple was intended to be a witness to the nations (vv 
41-43) so “that all the peoples of the earth may know that 
the Lord is God” (v 60). Moreover, Solomon’s wisdom was 
legendary, and rulers traveled great distances to seek his 
counsel (1 Ki 4:29-34; 10:1-10, 24).

After Solomon’s time, Israel strayed from God and fell into 
idolatry and other forms of immorality. Such actions 
“profaned God's name” (Lev 18:21; 19:12; 21:5-6; Pr 30:9). 
Israel’s apostasy eventually led to their defeat at the hands of 
foreign powers and exile from the land, causing further 
damage to God’s reputation (Eze 36:17-21). However, like 
Daniel and Esther, a faithful remnant effectively bore God’s 
name in exile.

The tendency of many Israelites to stumble did not abort 
God’s plan, which includes the solution to the problem of 
human weakness and sin. At the optimal time (Gal 4:6) God 
sent Jesus of Nazareth, who is both a descendant of David 
and the Son of God (Lk 1:26-35). An ideal Israelite, Jesus 
represented God perfectly, giving a clear picture of God’s 
character so that whoever saw Jesus saw his Father (Jn 
12:45). His atoning death and subsequent resurrection 
brought reconciliation between God and man and the 
promise of eternal salvation (Ro 5:10).

The disciples of Jesus from Israel 
and the nations constitute a new 
covenant people, known like their 
forebearers as “a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession” (1 Peter 2:9). 

Jesus trained a group of Jewish disciples. Then, empowering 
them with the Holy Spirit after his resurrection (Lk 24:49; 
Acts 2), he sent them to make additional disciples, carrying 
“the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit” (Mt 28:18-20). Their disciples soon included people 
from both Israel and other nations, a development foreseen 
by the biblical prophets. For example, Isaiah pictured a time 
when people would write Yahweh’s name on their hands and 
seek to be joined to Israel (Isa 44:1-5).

The disciples of Jesus from Israel and the nations—in every 
generation—constitute a new covenant people, known like 
their forebearers as “a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession” (1 Pe 2:9).

We, his people, bear the name of Jesus before the world and 
so have a responsibility to represent him well (vv 11-12). We 
follow our Master in praying, “Father, hallowed be your 
name” (Lk 11:2). In other words, “May your servants 
represent you in a way that honors you and enhances your 
reputation in the world.” By the power of God’s Spirit who 
works so mightily in us, may we all as name-bearers strive 
to carry out the words of that prayer.

(1) See, for example, Carmen Joy Imes, Bearing God's Name:                   
Why Sinai Still Matters, InterVarsity Press, 2019, p. 85.

(2) Bearing God's Name, p. 31.

God's Name-Bearers by Doug Ward


