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Claire: Welcome  back  everybody.  It's  so  exciting  to  have          
you  here.  We  left  on  a  cliffhanger.  What  was  it  about  the             
loaves,  that  the  disciples  of  Jesus  were  not  understanding?          
What  was  it  about  the  loaves  that  they  didn't  get  and  that             
revealed  their  blindness  and  their  deafness  as  they  sat  with           
the  one  who  could  give  sight  and  hearing?  The  loaves,  of            
course,  is  a  Moses  miracle  and  feeding  people  in  the           
wilderness  with  heavenly  bread  is  a  sign  of  a  prophet  like            
Moses  and  in  one  of  the  extra-biblical  books,  called  2           
Baruch,   there   was   a   prophecy.  

1  



"When  the  Messiah  will  begin  to  be  revealed,  the  members  of  the  kingdom  will  be  fed  with                  
manna  from  on  high,  for  they  have  come  to  the  consummation  of  time."  That's  2  Baruch  29:7-8.                  
There  was  a  popular  expectation  that  one  of  the  revealing  characteristics  of  the  Messiah  would                
be  this  ability  to  feed  people  with  bread  in  the  wilderness,  so  when  Jesus  keeps  saying  to  His                   
disciples,  "Don't  you  get  it?  Don't  you  understand  about  the  loaves?"  It's  that  the  loaves                
themselves   are   a   messianic   confirmation   of   his   identity.  

As  they  come  on  the  third  missionary  journey,  this  time  to  Caesarea  Philippi  as  we  mentioned                 
this  begins  in  Mark  8:13  to  9:33.  They  sail  across  to  the  northeastern  side  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee                    
and  they  go  inland  to  Caesarea  Philippi.  Caesarea  Philippi  was  built  by  Herod  Philip,  son  of                 
Herod  the  Great.  It  is  a  place  that  is  filled  with  temples  and  shrines  to  pagan  deities  because  it's                    
part   of   the   Decapolis   as   well   and   it's   got   a   Roman   population.  

Of  course,  the  disciples  are  probably  expecting  that  Jesus  is  going  to  go  reach  out  to  some                  
other  Gentile  like  the  Gerasene  demoniac  or  the  Syrophoenician  woman,  but  we  turn  to  our                
Gospel  parallel  section  122,  Mark  8:27  and  we  read  the  narrative.  "Jesus  went  on  with  His                 
disciples  to  the  villages  of  Caesarea  Philippi  and  on  the  way,  He  asked  his  disciples,  'Who  do                  
men  say  that  I  am?'  And  they  told  him,  'John  the  Baptist',  and  others  say,  'Elijah',  and  others  say                    
'One  of  the  prophets."  Of  course,  John  the  Baptist,  is  the  great  prophetic  voice  of  that                 
generation.  

Elijah  was  prophesied  that  he  would  come  back.  That  the  spirit  of  Elijah  would  come  at  the  end                   
times,  and  one  of  the  other  prophets,  and  he  asked  them,  "But  who  do  you  think  that  I  am?  Who                     
do  you  really  think  that  I  am  at  this  point?"  Peter  answered  Him  and  said,  "You  are  the                   
Messiah."  I  don't  know  if  he  said  it  with  like,  "Oh,  you're  the  Messiah"  or  "You're  the  Messiah?"                   
What  was  his  tone  of  voice?  We  don't  get  any  description  of  it,  but  it  was  there  suddenly  and  no                     
sooner,   does   he   get   the   right   answer   than   Jesus   says,   "Don't   tell   anybody."  

He  charged  them  to  tell  no  one  about  Him  because  the  word  Messiah  and  the  person  of  the                   
Messiah  in  the  time  of  Jesus  was  weighted  down  with  so  many  wrong  conclusions,  so  many                 
wrong  expectations,  so  many  things  that  Jesus  wasn't  going  to  do,  that  it  was  incumbent  upon                 
Him  to  teach  His  disciples  what  the  Messiah  really  was  all  about.  Here  we  begin  in  chapter                  
eight,  with  a  cycle  of  three  teachings  by  Jesus,  about  what  the  Messiah,  who  the  Messiah  is,                  
followed  by  misunderstandings  on  the  part  of  the  disciples.  Jesus  will  predict  the  destiny  of  the                 
Messiah,   the   disciples   will   misunderstand   and   Jesus   will   teach   them.  

He  begins  by  taking  on  a  new  title.  The  word  Messiah  for  the  Jews  was  freighted,  frauded,                  
weighed  down  with  all  kinds  of  political  overtones  because  Messiah  referred  to  David,  Messiah               
referred  to  Saul.  David  and  his  descendants  would  sit  on  a  throne  forever,  so  it  was  political,  it                   
was  a  king  title  but  when  Jesus  says,  "Yes,  I'm  the  Messiah",  then  He  begins  to  teach  and  the                    
title   that   comes   forth   is   Son   of   Man,   a   different   title   to   describe   who   He   is.  

As  we  continue  in  the  text,  we  look  at  Mark  8:31,  "And  He  began  to  teach  them  that  the  Son  of                      
Man  must  suffer  many  things,  and  be  rejected  by  the  elders  and  the  chief  priests  and  the                  
scribes  and  be  killed,  and  after  three  days  rise  again,  and  He  said  this  plainly,  in  no  unspoken                   
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terms  and  Peter  took  him  and  began  to  rebuke  Him."  I  love  that  Peter  did  this.  Peter  said,  "Look,                    
Jesus,  I've  read  the  Bible  all  my  life.  I've  read  my  Old  Testament  and  I  got  to  tell  you,  I  don't  find                       
that  there.  What  are  you  talking  about?  I  know  my  Bible  and  there's  nothing  about  dying  and                  
being   tortured."  

Verse  33,  "But  turning  and  seeing  His  disciples,  He  rebuked  Peter  and  said,  'Get  behind  Me,                 
Satan,  for  you  are  not  on  the  side  of  God  but  of  men.'"  Wow,  from  a  moment  of  powerful  insight                     
and  glory  to  a  moment  of  disaster.  Peter  gets  it  right.  He  knows  the  identity  of  Jesus  is  the                    
Messiah,  but  Peter  completely  gets  it  wrong  when  he  corrects  Jesus  on  how  to  define  the                 
Messiah.  

Maybe  Jesus  would  have  talked  more  gently  or  spoken  more  gently  to  Peter,  if  all  those                 
disciples  hadn't  just  heard  Peter  counter  Jesus,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  disciples,  Jesus  makes  a                  
very  clear  line  in  the  sand  and  he  says,  "You  either  accept  my  definition  of  Messiah,  a  suffering                   
Messiah,  a  Son  of  Man  who  is  arrested,  killed  and  rises,  or  you  are  not  part  of  the  program.  This                     
is  a  no-compromise  non-negotiable.  It's  my  definition,  the  suffering  Son  of  Man  that  you  must                
accept   if   you're   going   to   be   part   of   the   group",   and   it   gets   worse.  

Peter  has  been  rebuked,  Peter  gets  it,  that  it's  all  or  nothing  and  then  Jesus  continues  in  verse                   
34,  "And  he  called  to  the  multitude  with  the  disciples  and  said,  'Not  only  that,  but  if  any  man                    
would  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me.  For  whoever                   
would  save  his  life  will  lose  it  and  whoever  loses  his  life  for  my  sake  and  the  Gospels  will  save  it.                      
What  does  it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world  and  forfeit  his  life?  What  can  he  give  in  return                      
for  his  life?  Whoever  is  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  sinful                  
generation,  of  him  will  the  Son  of  man  be  ashamed  when  he  comes  in  the  glory  of  His  father,                    
with   the   holy   angels."  

"Not  only  do  you  have  to  accept  that  I  am  a  suffering  Son  of  Man,  and  that's  what  it  means  to  be                       
the  Messiah,  but  you  also  have  to  accept  that  you're  going  to  suffer  too.  That  my  followers  will                   
share  in  my  suffering."  If  they  did  it  to  the  master,  they  will  do  it  to  the  servant.  "And  once  again,                      
this  is  a  no-compromise  issue.  Whoever  is  ashamed  of  me  and  my  words,  whoever  will  not                 
accept  my  definition  of  suffering  Messiah  and  my  destiny,  I  will  be  ashamed  of  him  when  I  come                   
in   triumph."  

He  doesn't  leave  them  without  the  hope  of  the  glorious  coming,  but  to  get  to  that  glorious                  
coming,  you  have  to  go  through  the  horror  of  the  suffering.  It's  no  compromise,  no  diversion                 
from  what  He  says  and  He  says  to  you,  He  says,  "Truly  I  say  to  you,  there  are  some  standing                     
here  who  will  not  taste  death  before  they  see  that  the  kingdom  of  God  has  come  with  power."  I                    
think  he's  talking  about  the  transfiguration,  which  some  of  them  are  about  to  experience  in  the                 
next   pericope   in   the   next   episode.  

We're  not  going  to  read  the  transfiguration  right  now,  we're  going  to  save  that  for  another  one  of                   
our  sessions,  when  we're  working  on  Luke,  but  I  want  to  jump  to  chapter  9  in  Mark  because                   
Mark  isn't  content  to  tell  us  this  teaching  of  Jesus  just  once.  Mark  isn't  content  to  leave  us                   
thinking  that  it  only  took  one  time  for  the  disciples  to  embrace  this  very  difficult,  difficult  teaching.                  
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In  fact,  in  Mark  9:31,  we  find  the  second  prediction  of  Jesus'  passion.  That's  gospel  parallel                 
section   127   on   page   105   in   your   books.  

The  first  prediction  is  at  Caesarea  Philippi  and  there's  a  movement  that  accompanies  these               
predictions.  Jesus  is  walking  with  the  disciples  and  He's  making  His  way  to  Jerusalem.  It  is  as                  
though  once  he  met  that  Syrophoenician  woman  and  recognized  that  His  ministry  as  Messiah               
needed  to  extend  beyond  only  the  Jews  to  the  Gentiles  that  the  course  toward  his  death  was                  
set.  

We  see  that  reflected  in  a  very  subtle  way  in  the  Gospel  of  John,  in  John  12.  Philip  and  Andrew                     
come  to  Jesus  and  they  say,  "Jesus,  Jesus,  there  are  some  Greeks  over  here,  some  Gentiles                 
who  want  to  talk  to  you."  Jesus  doesn't  stop  and  go  and  talk  to  the  Greeks.  Instead,  He  says  to                     
the  disciples,  "Unless  a  grain  of  wheat  falls  into  the  ground  and  dies  it  abides  alone,  but  if  it  falls                     
into   the   ground   and   dies,   it   bears   much   fruit."  

These  are  the  words  that  he  speaks  before  He  enters  into  that  week  of  His  Passion,  Death,  and                   
Resurrection.  In  order  to  reach  those  Greeks,  Jesus  has  to  lay  down  his  life.  Likewise  in  order  to                   
reach,  in  the  gospel  of  Mark,  the  Gentiles,  He's  going  to  lay  down  His  life,  so  He's  on  this                    
journey.  The  first  prediction  at  Caesarea  Philippi,  the  second  prediction  is  when  they  return  to                
the   Galilee.  

They  went  on  from  there  and  passed  through  the  Galilee  and  He  would  not  have  anyone  know                  
it.  For  He  was  teaching  His  disciples  saying  to  them,  second  prediction,  "The  Son  of  Man  will  be                   
delivered  into  the  hands  of  men  and  they  will  kill  him  and  when  He  is  killed  after  three  days,  He                     
will  rise."  They  did  not  understand  the  same  and  they  were  afraid  to  ask  Him.  It's  a  very  scary                    
thing.  

They  make  their  way  to  Capernaum  as  they're  coming  through  the  Galilee.  When  they  came  to                 
Capernaum  when  He  was  in  the  house,  He's  working  with  them  privately  now.  He’s  working  with                 
His  core  group  because  He's  preparing  them  for  this  trauma  that  lies  ahead.  When  they  were  in                  
the  house,  He  said,  "What  were  you  talking  about  on  the  way?"  They  were  silent,  for,  on  the                   
way,  they  had  not  discussed  what  did  He  mean  when  He  said  he  would  be  arrested,  flogged,                  
put   to   death   and   rise   after   three   days.  

On  the  way,  they  had  discussed  with  one  another  who  was  the  greatest.  It's  so  hard  for  them  to                    
wrap  their  minds  around  this  and  so  He  sat  down.  We  have  prediction,  misunderstanding,  and                
instruction.  He  sat  down  and  called  the  12  and  he  said  to  them,  "If  any  of  you  want  to  be  the                      
greatest--"  He  discerns  what  they  were  talking  about,  they  didn't  tell  him,  they  were  silent.  They                 
did  not  want  to  say  they  were  talking  about  who  was  the  greatest  but  He  knows  what  they  were                    
talking   about.   "If   any   of   you   want   to   be   the   first,   he   must   be   the   last   of   all   and   the   servant   of   all."  

He  took  a  child  and  put  him  in  the  midst  of  them  and  taking  him  into  his  arms  he  said  to  them,                       
"Whoever  receives  one  such  child  in  my  name  receives  me  and  whoever  receives  me  receives                
not  me  but  Him  who  sent  me."  If  you  want  to  be  great,  you  become  a  servant.  What  does  a                     
servant  do?  He  takes  care  of  people  who  can't  even  give  anything  back."  Children  are  the  most                  
powerless  people  in  society.  They  don't  have  education,  status,  wealth.  They  can't  do  anything               
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for  you,  they're  vulnerable,  but  a  true  servant  cares  for  the  people  who  are  powerless  to  give                  
back.  

In  Jesus'  community,  it's  not  a  business  organization  with  the  power  at  the  top  and  everybody                 
serving  power  at  the  top.  In  Jesus'  community,  leadership  serves  from  beneath  and  helps  to  lift                 
everyone  above.  It's  an  organism  looking  out  for  the  health  of  everyone,  not  an  organization                
looking  out  for  the  top  dogs.  That's  their  second  teaching,  their  second  prediction,  their  second                
correction.  

Then  the  third  one  is  even  more  striking.  As  we  continue  from  Caesarea  to  the  Galilee  to                  
Capernaum,  we  come  to  Mark  10:33,  which  is  on  page  148  in  your  gospel  parallels.  Gospel                 
parallels  section  191  and  following  and  I'm  going  to  224.  Jesus  is  continuing  to  make  his  way  on                   
a  journey,  teaching  them  in  private  because  this  is  not  for  all  of  the  public  to  know.  He's  working                    
with   them   preparing   them.  

He  begins  in  Mark  10:32,  "And  they  were  on  the  road  going  up  to  Jerusalem  and  Jesus  was                   
walking  ahead  of  them."  Going  up  to  Jerusalem  makes  this  a  pilgrimage  walk.  Jesus  is  walking                 
to  the  place  where  He  will  meet  His  death  and  He  is  leading  them  and  they  are  coming  from                    
behind.  They  were  amazed  and  they  were  afraid.  They  have  this  mixture  of  emotions.  They're                
upset   and   they   don't   know   what.  

Taking  the  12  again,  He  began  to  tell  them  what  was  going  to  happen  saying,  "Behold  we  are                   
going  up  to  Jerusalem."  Now  He  gives  the  most  detailed  specific  of  all  of  His  predictions.  "And                  
the  Son  of  man  will  be  delivered  to  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  and  they  will  condemn  Him                    
to  death  and  deliver  Him  to  the  Gentiles.  They  will  mock  him  and  spit  upon  him  and  scourge  him                    
and   kill   him   and   after   three   days,   He   will   rise."   The   words   of   Isaiah   52-53   are   in   their   minds.  

James  and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee  came  forward  and  they  said  to  him,  "Okay  teacher,  we                  
want  you  to  do  for  us  whatever  we  ask  of  you."  He  said  to  them,  "What  do  you  want  me  to  do  for                        
you?"  They  said  to  Him,  "Okay  after  this  rising  part,  then  grant  to  us  to  sit  one  on  your  right  hand                      
and  one  on  your  left  in  your  glory."  I  inserted  a  little  phrase  there.  He  has  just  predicted  that  He                     
will  be  tortured  and  put  to  death  and  they  come  up  and  they  say,  "Okay,  so  when  you  rise  again,                     
give   us   the   glory   seats   one   on   each   side",   because   their   minds   are   skipping   to   the   kingdom.  

They  still  have  this  Kingdom  expectation,  they  still  think  He's  going  to  rule  from  Jerusalem  and                 
they  want  to  be  His  right-hand  and  left-hand  men.  "Grant  us  to  sit  at  your  right  hand  and  your                    
left  in  your  glory."  Jesus  said  to  them,  "You  don't  know  what  you're  talking  about."  Are  you  able                   
to  drink  the  cup  that  I  drink  or  to  be  baptized  with  the  baptism  with  which  I  am  baptized?"  They                     
said,  "We  are  able."  Jesus  said  to  them,  "The  cup  that  I  drink  you  will  drink,  and  the  baptism                    
with  which  I  am  baptized  you  will  be  baptized  but  to  sit  at  my  right  hand  or  at  my  left  is  not  mine                        
to   grant   but   is   for   those   for   whom   it   has   been   prepared."  

When  the  10  heard  it,  they  began  to  be  indignant  at  James  and  John.  First  of  all,  let's  talk  about                     
their  misunderstanding.  When  they  asked  Jesus  to  receive  these  glory  seats,  He  says,  "Do  you                
know  what  the  price  is  to  get  there?  The  price  is  to  drink  my  cup  and  experience  my  baptism."                    
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When  we  think  about  what  is  Jesus'  cup,  we  remember  His  prayer  in  the  Garden  of                 
Gethsemane   in   Mark   14,   "Father   take   this   cup   from   me,   but   not   my   will   but   your   will   be   done."  

His  cup  and  His  baptism  are  the  cup  and  baptism  of  suffering  and  death.  They  say,  "Oh,  yes,                   
yes  we  can  do  it."  Jesus  calms  them  down  and  He  says,  "You  will  do  it,  but  it's  not  up  to  me  to                        
give  the  rewards,  The  Father  will  give  the  rewards."  They  will  be  in  bold  and  they  will  be                   
empowered  by  Jesus  to  face  death  and  persecution,  but  they  don't  realize  it  yet.  The  cup  and                  
the  baptism  speak  of  His  suffering.  Of  course,  to  Mark's  Church,  which  is  a  suffering  church,                 
which  does  have  people  taking  up  their  cross,  which  is  being  put  on  trial,  they  are  also  reminded                   
that  in  baptism  and  in  communion,  they  encounter  the  presence  of  Jesus.  Jesus  who  suffered,                
so   there   is   a   link.  

There  is  a  link  between  Him  and  the  power  of  His  suffering  when  they  partake  of  the  Lord's                   
Supper.  Of  course,  as  we  continue  in  John  10,  Jesus,  once  again,  instructs  the  disciples  on                 
what  His  group  should  be  like.  Jesus  called  them  and  said,  "You  know  that  those  who  are                  
supposed  to  rule  over  the  Gentiles,  lorded  over  them,  their  great  men  exercise  authority  over                
them,  but  that  that  is  not  my  organization.  It  shall  not  be  so  among  you.  Whoever  will  be  great                    
among  you  must  be  your  servant,  and  whoever  would  be  first  among  you  must  be  slave  of  all.                   
For  the  Son  of  Man  also  came,  not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve  and  to  give  His  life  as  a  ransom                       
for   many."  

Before  we  look  at  the  next  pericope,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  this  book  and  that  is                     
meant  to  be  read  against  James  and  John,  I  want  you  just  to  go  look,  for  a  moment,  at                    
Matthew's  account  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee.  Go  back  to  the  beginning  of  this  story  again,  gospel                  
parallels  192,  Matthew  20:20,  versus  Mark  10.  We  see  that  in  Mark  it  says,  "James  and  John,                  
the  sons  of  Zebedee  came  forward  to  him  and  said,  'Teacher  do  this  for  us.'"  In  Matthew  20:20,                   
it  says,  "Then  the  mother  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee  came  up  to  him  with  her  sons,  and  kneeling                    
before  Him,  asked  Him  for  something  and  said,  'What  do  you  want?'  She  said,  'Give  my  boys                  
the   best   seats.'"  

She's  almost  like  a  stage  mother  pushing  her  kids.  Maybe  it  was  too  hard  for  Matthew  to  bear                   
that  James  and  John  would  have  asked  for  this  inappropriate  thing.  Maybe  he  has  inside                
information  that  we  don't  know,  that  Mark  does  not  have,  because  the  mother  of  James  and                 
John  shows  up  at  the  cross.  She's  part  of  the  group  of  women  who  travel  down  to  the  south  and                     
show  up  at  the  cross  in  the  Gospel.  It's  just  softened.  The  blow  of  it  is  softened  when  the  mother                     
is  working  with  the  boys  to  get  this  to  happen.  Maybe  they're  not  so  culpable  and  so  insensitive,                   
but   it's   a   very   cute   amplification,   in   addition   to   the   text.  

Now  let's  go  to  the  [foreign  word],  the  wonderful  response  to  this.  We  come  to  section  193.  We                   
continue  on  to  the  healing  of  the  blind  man.  They've  come  from  Caesarea  to  Galilee  to                 
Capernaum.  They're  on  their  way  to  Jerusalem,  and  they  come  to  Jericho.  They're  making  their                
way  south  to  the  country  and  then  going  up  to  Jerusalem.  As  they  came  to  Jericho,  and  He  was                    
leaving  Jericho  with  his  disciples,  and  a  great  multitude,  the  numbers  of  followers  are  growing                
as   they   walk,   Bartimaeus,   a   blind   beggar,   the   son   of   Timaeus,   was   sitting   by   the   roadside.  
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When  he  heard  that  it  was  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  he  began  to  cry  out,  "Jesus,  son  of  David,  have                    
mercy  on  me."  Many  rebuked  and  saying,  "Shh,  Be  quiet",  but  he  cried  out  the  more,  "Son  of                   
David,  have  mercy  on  me."  Jesus  stopped  and  said,  "Call  him."  They  called  the  blind  man,                 
saying  to  him,  "Take  heart.  Rise,  He  is  calling  you."  Throwing  off  his  mantle,  he  sprang  up  and                   
came  to  Jesus,  and  Jesus  said,  "What  do  you  want  me  to  do  for  you?"  The  blind  man  said  to                     
him,  "Master,  let  me  receive  my  sight."  Jesus  said  to  him,  "Go  your  way.  Your  faith  has  made                   
you   well",   and   immediately,   he   received   his   sight   and   followed   him   on   the   way.  

This  is  an  extraordinary  story.  Of  course,  when  we  have  a  blind  man,  we're  once  again  talking                  
about  the  marginal  people  in  society,  the  people  who  are  a  burden  on  society,  the  people  who                  
can't  do  anything,  especially  in  ancient  times.  What  jobs  would  the  blind  people  have?  He's  a                 
beggar.  He's  dependent  on  other  people.  He  has  nothing  to  bring  to  the  table  or  to  Jesus'                  
organization   or   group.  

His  name,  though,  is  ironic.  His  name,  Bartimaeus,  means  son  of  honor.  Here  he  is  a  blind  man                   
with  nothing  but  he's  a  son  of  honor.  When  he  hears  that  Jesus  is  passing  by,  he  cries  out,                    
"Jesus,  son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me",  and  people  are  saying,  "Don't  bother  the  teacher.                 
Don't   bother   the   teacher.   Leave   him   alone.   He's   got   too   much   to   do.   You're   not   important."  

That  doesn't  stop  him.  He's  like  the  Syrophoenician  woman,  he  will  not  be  silenced.  He's  going                 
to  go  for  this.  Jesus  stops  and  He  says,  "Call  him."  This  story  isn't  just  about  Bartimaeus,  but                   
this  story  is  about  calling,  about  calling  to  be  a  disciple  because  three  times,  we  have  the  word                   
'call'.   Jesus   said,   "Call   him,"   and   they   called   him,   and   they   said,   "Take   heart.   He   is   calling   you."  

This  is  a  discipleship  moment.  This  is  a  calling  to  following  Jesus.  He  throws  off  his  cloak,  his                   
mantle,  probably  one  of  his  only  possessions,  and  makes  haste  to  come  to  Jesus.  Jesus  asks                 
Bartimaeus  exactly  the  same  question  in  Greek  that  he  asked  James  and  John  in  the  previous                 
pericope,  "What  do  you  want  me  to  do  for  you?"  In  a  singular  here,  instead  of  the  plural,  but  it  is                      
exactly  the  same  question.  Will  Bartimaeus'  answer  be  an  answer  that  Jesus  wants  to  give?                
What   is   the   question   that   he   has?   The   man   says,   "Give   me   my   sight."  

Of  course,  healings  of  blind  people  speak  not  only  of  physical  sight  but  they  speak  of  spiritual                  
sight.  They  speak  of  transformation.  Jesus  said  to  the  apostles,  "Are  you  blind?  Let  me  give  you                  
sight."  He's  come  to  the  person  who  gives  sight  to  the  blind,  and  Bartimaeus  says,  "Master,  give                  
me  my  sight."  Jesus  said,  "Your  faith  has  made  you  well.  Go  your  way."  He  received  his  sight,                   
but  does  he  go  his  way?  No.  Mark  says,  "He  received  his  sight,  and  he  followed  Jesus  on  the                    
way."   [foreign   language].   He   is   following   Jesus   on   the   way.  

What  is  the  way  that  Jesus  is  walking?  He's  on  the  way  to  his  death.  It's  not  simply  on  the  road,                      
but  this  is  a  pilgrimage  path.  Blind  Bartimaeus  embraces  the  big  picture.  Blind  Bartimaeus,  who                
has  nothing  to  bring  to  the  table,  who  is  empty  and  desperate,  looks  to  Jesus  to  give  him  his                    
sight,  and  rather  than  going  off  on  his  own,  he  embraces  it  and  he  follows  Him  on  the  path.  He                     
becomes  a  model  for  discipleship,  a  model  for  reaching  out  to  Jesus,  who  gives  sight  and  who                  
gives   hearing.  
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They  make  their  way  to  Jerusalem,  Jesus  teaching,  correcting,  chiding,  instructing,  bringing  His              
followers  to  a  recognition  that  they  too  are  called  to  suffer,  that  they  will  find  Him  in  the  Lord's                    
Supper,  drinking  His  cup.  This  makes  us  think  about  the  community  of  Mark,  who  is  a  suffering                  
community.  We  see  this  reflected,  particularly  in  chapter  13.  When  you  have  an  apocalyptic               
sermon   in   which   predictions   are   given   of   what   will   happen   to   you,   which   we   see   in   Mark   13.  

They're  talking  about  the  future.  Jesus  says  the  temple  is  going  to  be  destroyed  and  the                 
disciples  want  to  know,  "Well,  when  is  this  going  to  be,  and  when  will  you  come?"  Jesus  says,                   
"Well,  life  is  going  to  be  messy  in  the  earth.  There's  going  to  be  wars  and  famines  and  all  kinds                     
of   bad   things   are   going   to   happen."   In   verse   9   and   following,   He   says,   Mark   13:9   and   following.  

"But  take  heed  to  yourselves,  for  they  will  deliver  you  up  to  councils,  and  you  will  be  beaten  in                    
synagogues  and  you  will  stand  before  governors  and  kings  for  my  sake  to  bear  testimony  before                 
them,  and  the  Gospel  must  first  be  preached  to  all  nations.  When  they  bring  you  to  trial  and                   
deliver  you  up,  do  not  be  anxious  beforehand  that  what  you  are  to  say,  but  say  whatever  is                   
given  you  in  that  hour,  for  it  is  not  you  who  speak  but  the  Holy  Spirit.  Brother  will  deliver  up                     
brother  to  death,  and  father  his  child,  and  children  will  rise  against  parents  and  have  them  put  to                   
death,  and  you  will  be  hated  for  all,  for  my  name's  sake,  but  he  who  endures  to  the  end,  will  be                      
saved."  

Such  detail,  such  a  list,  a  checklist  of  terrible  situations  that  you  will  face,  standing  before                 
councils,  standing  before  tribunals,  delivered  up,  betrayed  by  family  members,  brother  against             
brother,  child,  and  father  against  one  another,  to  be  put  to  death  and  hated  for  his  namesake.                  
The  inclusion  of  this  speaks  to  us  of  the  fact  that  that's  the  reality  of  the  community  of  Mark's                    
Gospel.  They  are  living  out  the  hard  part  of  following  Jesus.  They  are  living  out  the  suffering.                  
They  are  living  out  the  martyrdom  and  these  things  will  characterize  their  existence  until  the  end                 
comes.  

As  we  think  about  this  tremendous  cycle  of  teaching,  misunderstanding,  predictions  of  Jesus'              
death,  and  correction,  we  understand  that  this  is  being  spoken  to  a  community  that  is  living  it                  
firsthand  and  that  they  are  looking  forward  to  that  transformed  world  that  will  come  when  Jesus                 
returns.  

When  we  come  back  in  our  next  section,  we'll  continue  to  look  at  the  conclusion  of  this  Gospel                   
and  how  Jesus  uses  His  titles,  Messiah,  Son  of  God,  and  Son  of  Man,  to  reflect  God's  intention                   
for   the   community   of   Mark.  

[00:30:56]   [END   OF   AUDIO]  
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