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How Israel’s Story Shaped Paul’s Worldview and Communities 
 

26-27. July 2018 
JC Studies, Dayton, OH 

Ron Herms 
 
Session Three: “Paul and Torah: How Kingdom People Discern What Stays and What Goes” 
 
Abstract: 

What did Paul mean by the term “law”? Is that different than his reference to “works of 
the law”? This session asks critical questions of continuity and discontinuity. How did Paul 
understand Israel’s covenant to provide vitality and identity to communities of Jesus-followers. 
 
Galatians 3.3 “Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending (epiteleo) with the flesh?” 
 

(1) TORAH in the 2nd Temple Period: 
a. Re-thinking the Reformation Caricature of both TORAH and Early Judaism: 

 
b. A Better Story / Paradigm: TORAH as gracious _____ and sign of _________: 

 
c. TORAH Debates within Judaism: 

i. Language 
ii. Canon 

 
d. Returning to the basic definition: TORAH = ______________ 

 
 

(2) Paul’s relationship to TORAH and pastoral implications: 
a. Personal Identity as a Pharisee (Gal 5.3; Phil 3.4b-6):  

 
b. Paul’s Understanding of TORAH’s role: to define and measure sin / transgression 

i. The evidence from Romans 3.20; 4.15; 5.13; 7.13: 
ii. The evidence from Israel’s story: (1) Josiah’s reform (2 Kgs 22.3–23.25); 

and, (2) Nehemiah’s reform (Neh 8–10) 
 

c. Conviction of Jesus as the embodiment of TORAH 
i. Romans 10.4: “For Christ is the end (telos) of the law…” 
ii. Compare with these gospel traditions (Matt 5.17; Lk 24.44): “I came not 

to abolish (kataluo) but to fulfill (pleroo)” 
 

d. Centrality of “neighbor love” as the foundational TORAH claim 
i. Leviticus 19.18 (Matt 22.37-40; Mk 12.29-31; cf. Matt 7.12) 
ii. Romans 12.9-10; 13.8-10 

iii. 1 Corinthians 13 

Text
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(3) “Works of the Law” as the key phrase (Gal 2.16 [3x’s]; 3.2, 5, 10, 12) 
a. The Galatian context: 

i. Point of View: we only hear from Paul (directly) and the Galatians 
(indirectly) – nothing from the “Judaizers” 

ii. Paul’s missionary work under attack (his view) 
 

b.  Three Jewish practices in view: 
i. Food / Dietary Laws 
ii. Sabbath / Observing (Festival) Days 

iii. Circumcision 
 

(4) A Test Case: the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) 
a. Paul & Barnabas are asked to steer Gentile believers away from (Acts 15.20, 29): 

i. Food sacrificed to idols 
ii. Fornication 

iii. Strangled meat 
iv. “Blood” 

 
b. Paul actually takes up the following in his letters: 

i. Food sacrificed to idols – only situationally (1 Cor 8–10; Rom 14) 
ii. Fornication – in every context as needed 

iii. Strangled meat – never 
iv. Blood – never 

 
c. How Paul views ritual matters of TORAH within the body of the ONE humanity 

(Rom 14.17): 
 

“For the kingdom of God is not food or drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.” 

__________________________________________ 
 
(If we have time…) 
 

(5) Romans 7: Paul’s Description of the tension “Divided I” and Torah 
 
 
 
Questions and Discussion:  


