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Claire:  Welcome  back.  This  is  our  last  session  on  the           
Gospel  of  Mark,  and  we're  going  to  try  to  wrap  up  our             
loose  ends.  As  you  remember,  we  concluded  the  last          
session  talking  about  Mark  13,  the  apocalyptic        
prediction  and  we  saw  embedded  in  that  particular         
passage  a  very  detailed  description  of  the  persecution         
that   Mark's   community   is   probably   facing.  

At  the  end  of  the  chapter,  when  the  disciples  or  the            
community  of  Mark  is  trying  to  understand  how  to          
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gauge  their  own  suffering  against  their  expectation  of  the  Second  Coming,  there's  a              
clear  distinction  between  the  events  that  are  common  to  human  experience  on  this              
earth,  war,  famine,  armies,  disaster  and  chaos  and  the  signs  that  will  mark  the  coming                
of  Jesus,  which  are  cosmic.  They're  the  moon  turning  to  blood.  They  are  the  sun  failing                 
to  give  its  light.  They  are  stars  falling  from  the  sky.  So,  they  make  this  distinction  in  that                   
chapter  between  thinking  that  the  events  of  human  history,  the  regular,  terrible  events  of               
human   history   should   be   confused   with   actually   the   coming   of   the   Son   of   Man.  

When  the  Son  of  Man  comes,  it's  going  to  be  a  big  deal.  It's  going  to  be  unmistakable.                   
The  sun  and  the  moon  will  stop  working  because  the  sun  and  the  moon  and  the  stars                  
are  the  timekeepers  of  human  history.  We  know  that  from  Genesis  1  when  God  creates                
this  set  in  the  mood  He  says  that  they  are  given  for  days  and  seasons  to  measure  time.                   
When   the   sun   and   the   moon   stop,   time   as   we   know   it   stops   and   a   new   era   begins.  

Mark’s  community  faces  the  prospect  of  living  in  the  uncertain  world  that  we  continue  to                
live  in  a  world  marred  by  sin,  by  the  failures  of  human  conscience  and  activity  and                 
facing  the  prospect  of  suffering  themselves  but  with  a  hope  to  look  forward  to  the                
Second  Coming  at  a  time  that  no  one  knows.  Not  even  the  son  knows.  Only  the  father                  
knows.  What  is  Mark's  message?  Jesus  says  in  Mark,  "Watch.  Be  watchful.  Be  ready               
because  your  end  can  come  at  any  time."  It  isn't  necessarily  connected  to  the  Second                
Coming  but  your  end  could  come  at  any  moment.  Be  ready.  Be  ready  to  meet  the                 
Savior   in   whatever   capacity.  

We  just  spent  a  lot  of  wonderful  time  talking  about  Mark  and  his  depiction  of  Jesus  as  a                   
suffering  Messiah  and  we  want  to  spend  just  a  little  bit  more  time  looking  at  the  titles.                  
We've  already  mentioned  how  Messiah  already  in  the  Old  Testament  is  a  kingly  title,  a                
Messianic  title.  Just  to  give  you  some  cross-references  to  back  that  up,  we  have  Psalm                
2:2  that,  "The  rulers  take  counsel  together  against  the  Lord  and  His  Messiah."  2  Samuel                
7:4  and  22:51,  "David  is  the  anointed  of  God.  He's  the  Messiah  of  God,  and  he  and  his                   
descendants   will   sit   on   the   throne   of   kingship   forever."  

A  royal  power  is  associated  with  the  title,  Messiah,  which  led  to  an  understanding  of                
political  power  in  the  minds  of  the  Jews.  What  about  the  title  Son  of  God?  I  know  that                   
sometimes  we  Christians  think  that  the  Son  of  God  is  the  most  elevated  title,  like  that  is                  
the  special  title.  In  reality,  Son  of  God  is  another  title  that  in  the  Old  Testament  refers  to                   
the  human  king.  When  we  look  at  Psalm  2:6-7,  we  hear  God  saying,  "I  have  set  my  king                   
on  his  throne  in  Zion,  my  Son."  The  king  is  seen  as  the  Son  of  God,  in  a  special  way                     
that  other  people  aren't,  not  that  he's  divine  but  that  he's  appointed  and  designated  by                
God  to  be  a  kingly  ruler.  Or  in  Isaiah  42:1,  "My  servant,  the  Son  of  God,"  and  in  Psalm                    
2:7.  
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Both  Messiah  and  Son  of  God  are  titles  that  are  in  the  Old  Testament  associated  with                 
human  figures.  Jesus  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  gospel  is  called  the  Son  of  God.                 
Remember,  we  saw  that  in  our  first  session  and  in  his  baptism,  Jesus  alone  hears,  "You                 
are  my  son."  The  reader  is  invited  to  witness  that  Jesus  is  the  Son.  But  when  will  we                   
see  that  manifested?  The  demons  recognize  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God.  We  saw  that  in                 
the  deliverance  of  the  Gerasene  Demoniac,  and  it's  in  other  deliverances  as  well  when               
Jesus   encounters   demons.  

At  the  Transfiguration,  which  we're  going  to  look  at  in  our  series  on  Luke,  we  see  that                  
the  voice  comes  from  heaven  and  says,  "This  is  my  Son.  Listen  to  him."  The  disciples                 
have  heard  it,  but  they've  been  told  to  keep  quiet.  When  is  the  world  going  to  get  to                   
know?  Marks  readers  ask  this  question.  We  want  Jesus  to  be  proclaimed  publicly,  as               
God's  appointed  King,  as  God's  appointed  son.  It's  a  question  in  the  gospel  from  the                
start.  

Well  before  Jesus  can  embrace  the  title  Son  of  God,  he  has  to  reeducate  his  disciples                 
about  the  meaning  and  role  of  the  Messiah  and  the  Son  of  God.  That's  why  he  chooses                  
a  different  title.  He  chooses  the  title  Son  of  Man.  In  the  gospel,  Jesus  uses  that  title  to                   
describe  himself.  In  fact,  a  lot  of  times  you  could  just  replace  the  word  'I'  for  Son  of  Man.                    
The  Son  of  Man  will  be  arrested.  I  will  be  arrested.  The  Son  of  Man  will  be  tortured.  I  will                     
be   tortured.  

The  Son  of  Man  has  the  title  that  he  uses  about  himself.  He  uses  it  in  Mark  2:10,  about                    
himself  and  his  current  activity.  The  Son  of  Man  is  Lord  even  of  the  Sabbath.  "I  am  the                   
Lord  of  the  Sabbath.  I  can  define  what  the  Sabbath  is.  I  can  interpret  the  law."  That's                  
Mark  2:10.  He  talks  about  his  coming  suffering  as  the  Son  of  Man.  We've  seen  that  in                  
Mark  8:31,  and  he  uses  Son  of  Man  with  reference  to  his  coming  and  glory.  In  Mark                  
14:62,   which   we'll   read   in   just   a   minute.  

When  he  uses  the  Son  of  Man,  he  never  combines  suffering  and  glory  in  a  single  verse.                  
He  always  either  talks  about  the  suffering  Son  of  Man,  or  he  talks  about  the  glorious                 
Son  of  Man.  Where  does  this  concept  come  from  in  the  Old  Testament,  because  of                
course,  Jesus  is  speaking  to  his  disciples  in  the  language  of  their  Bible.  We  see  the  title                  
first,  appearing  in  Daniel  7:14,  which  you  may  remember  is  this  vision  of  human  history                
culminating  in  the  Ancient  of  Days  setting  up  thrones  to  judge  the  nations  of  the  world                 
and  one,  a  Son  of  Man  comes  and  the  Son  of  Man  receives  kingdoms,  powers,  glories.                 
He  is  seated  on  heavenly  clouds  and  he  receives  the  power  to  rule  from  the  Ancient  of                  
Days   who   is   God   the   Father.  

Son  of  Man  is  a  glorious  title.  It's  a  title  that  refers  to  this  great,  eschatological                 
enthronement  that  will  happen  to  Jesus.  Jesus  takes  this  title  from  Daniel,  and  he               
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combines  it.  He  combines  it  with  the  image  of  the  suffering  servant  that  we  read  about                 
in  Isaiah  52-53.  This  is  a  shocking  thing  to  do.  It's  a  shocking  thing  to  do  because  in                   
Isaiah  52-53,  the  one  who  is  beaten,  the  one  who  is  silent  like  a  lamb,  before  it  shears,                   
the  one  who  bears  our  sins,  the  one  who  is  chastised  for  our  iniquities  is  called  the                  
Servant   of   the   Lord.   "My   servant,"   the   Prophet   says.   

Jesus  takes  that  language  of  Isaiah  52-53  and  he  calls  that  person  the  Son  of  Man,  the                  
Son  of  Man  will  be  handed  over.  In  fact,  the  suffering  servant  of  Isaiah  52-53  is  handed                  
over  with  a  very  specific  word  in  Greek,  paradidomi .  It's  a  verb  to  hand  over,  to  deliver,                  
which  is  used  twice  in  Isaiah  to  talk  about  the  suffering  servant  and  is  used  many  times                  
in  Mark  to  talk  about  the  handing  over  of  Jesus.  To  be  delivered,  to  be  handed  over,  to                   
be   betrayed.  

This  superimposition  of  suffering  servant  and  Son  of  Man  creates  a  new  definition  of  the                
Son  of  Man  that  Jesus  expands  and  amplifies  and  applies  to  his  own  destiny.  Jesus                
takes  that  title  upon  himself.  He  redefines  Messiah,  he  redefines  Son  of  God.  He               
creates  a  new  category  of  a  messianic  figure  who  will  suffer  on  behalf  of  the  people  of                  
God.  

That  brings  us  to  chapter  14.  We  are  looking  for  that  moment  when  the  suffering  son  will                  
be  revealed  to  be  the  glorious  Son  of  God.  As  Jesus  goes  to  his  trial,  as  he  approaches                   
death,  finally,  in  chapter  14:61-62,  the  equation  is  made,  the  link  is  made  between  these                
three   titles.  

Jesus  is  being  interrogated.  The  high  priest  is  asking  him  about  his  activity,  his  teaching                
has  predictions  of  the  destruction  of  the  temple.  In  verse  61  it  says,  "But  Jesus  was                 
silent  and  made  no  answer."  Again,  the  high  priest  asked  him,  "Are  you  the  Messiah,                
the  Son  of  the  Blessed?"  Those  are  our  titles.  "Are  you  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God,                  
Son  of  the  Blessed?"  Blessed  is  a  circumlocution  for  God.  They  don't  want  to  say  God's                 
name,   so   they   call   him   Blessed.  

"Are  you  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  the  Blessed?"  We  who  are  reading  this  gospel  know                 
from  John  1:1  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God.  Finally,  Jesus  says,  "I  am,  and                   
you  will  see  the  Son  of  Man  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  power  and  coming  with  the                   
clouds  of  heaven."  He  takes  Messiah,  he  takes  Son  of  God  and  he  takes  Son  of  Man                  
from  Daniel's  vision  of  the  one  who  will  receive  all  power  and  who  will  be  enthroned                 
high   with   God   and   he   makes   our   equations.  

Messiah  equals  Son  of  God,  equals  Son  of  Man,  all  encapsulated  in  Jesus.  To  get  there                 
he  will  have  to  suffer,  but  he  has  embraced  it  and  publicly  acknowledged  for  the  first                 
time  before  the  authorities  who  he  is.  Well,  we  know  that  the  Messiah  is  a  King.  We                  
know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  the  King.  When  will  Jesus  be  proclaimed  as  King?  When                  
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will  we  see  this  recognition  in  public?  The  irony  of  course,  is  that  this  recognition  comes                 
through   his   suffering.  

In  chapter  15:2,  Pilate  says  to  him,  "Are  you  the  King  of  the  Jews?"  Chapter  15:2,  "Are                  
you  the  King  of  the  Jews?"  Jesus  said,  "You  have  said  so."  In  verse  9,  Pilate  says  to                   
him  once  again,  "Do  you  want  me  to  release  for  you  the  King  of  the  Jews?"  For  he                   
perceived  that  it  was  out  of  envy,  that  the  chief  priests  had  delivered  him  up.  In  verse                  
12,  he  says,  "What  do  you  want  me  to  do  with  the  man  that  you  call  the  King  of  the                     
Jews?"  

Rome's  spokesperson,  Rome's  representative  is  saying,  "This  man  is  the  King  of  the              
Jews."  He  is  applying,  even  if  he  doesn't  believe  it,  the  title  King  of  the  Jews,  what  the                   
Messiah  and  the  Son  of  God  should  be  called.  Of  course,  they  say  "Crucify  him."  Then                 
he  is  taken,  he  is  battered  by  the  Praetorian  and  he  is  crowned  with  thorns  and  a  purple                   
cloak  is  put  upon  him  and  they  salute  him  mockingly  in  irony  saying,  "Hail  King  of  the                  
Jews."  

What  they  mean  ironically,  what  they  mean  as  scorn  is  almost  a  prophetic  acting  out  of                 
what  will  happen  when  shortly  after  Gentiles  around  the  world  will  say,  "Hail  King  of  the                 
Jews,  hail  Jesus,  hail  Son  of  the  Blessed."  This  is  divine  irony,  turned  on  its  head.  He                  
endorses  it  because  of  the  crown  that  lies  before  him.  A  crown  of  life.  He  is  proclaimed                  
King   by   Pilate.   He   was   proclaimed   King,   publicly,   by   the   Praetorian   guard.  

In  chapter  15:32,  as  he  is  hanging  on  the  cross,  the  chief  priests  mocked  him  together                 
with  a  scribe  saying  "He  saved  others.  He  cannot  save  himself.  Let  the  Messiah,  the                
King  of  Israel  come  down  now  for  the  cross  so  that  we  may  see  and  believe."  Again,  he                   
is  proclaimed  King  in  utter  disbelief  in  irony,  but  the  words  are  there  and  the  reader  who                  
has  faith  in  Jesus  understands  they  don't  know  what  they're  talking  about,  but  they  are                
speaking  the  truth.  He  is  recognized  as  King  through  his  suffering.  Finally,  in  the  sign  on                 
the  cross,  chapter  15:26,  the  inscription  of  the  charge  against  him  read,  "The  King  of  the                 
Jews."  

As  we  said  at  the  beginning  of  our  series  on  Mark,  the  reader  understands  that  Jesus                 
ascends  the  throne  when  he  ascends  his  cross,  he  is  a  suffering  King.  The  public                
acknowledgment  comes  from  the  Centurion  at  the  moment  of  his  death.  As  the              
Centurion  who  stood  facing  him,  saw  how  he  breathed  his  last,  he  saw  how  he  died.  He                  
observed  this  innocent  death,  this  laying  down  of  his  life.  He  said,  "Truly,  this  man  was                 
the  Son  of  God."  An  unlearned  outsider.  Only  after  his  death  can  we  know  who  he  is,                  
enthroned  on  the  cross  and  crowned  with  death.  Well,  in  our  section  on  Luke,  we'll  talk                 
about  the  women  who  are  at  the  cross,  but  we  know  they  laid  him  in  the  grave  and  he                    
rose   from   the   dead.  
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In  chapter  16:8,  they  come  to  the  tomb.  They  are  told  to  go  to  the  Galilee  and  they  went                    
out  and  fled  for  trembling  and  astonishment  had  come  upon  them,  they  said  nothing  to                
anyone  for  they  were  afraid.  They  weren't  prepared  for  the  resurrection.  It  really  didn't               
matter  that  Jesus  had  taught  them  three  times  in  sequence,  that  he  would  rise  again.  It                 
was  just  not  comprehensible.  It  was  just  not  something  in  anyone's  sphere  of              
experience.  

Their  initial  reaction  is  to  be  confused,  confounded,  and  to  be  afraid.  Then  Jesus               
continued  to  appear  and  to  nurture  them,  to  help  them  embrace  the  reality  of  his                
resurrection.  What  can  we  do  with  this  unresolved  issue  of  his  coming?  As  the               
community  of  Mark  waits  for  Jesus  to  come  back,  we  realize  as  we  read  the  gospel  that                  
Jesus   was   aware   of   things   that   were   going   to   happen   before   they   happened.  

He  knew  what  people  were  thinking.  He  knew  what  they  had  talked  about  privately  and                
didn't  want  to  discuss  with  him.  He  knew  when  the  woman  with  the  hemorrhage  touched                
him.  He  was  prescient.  He  knew  that  he  would  be  arrested,  tortured,  and  put  to  death                 
before  it  ever  happened.  He  knew  that  the  anointing  by  Mary  of  Bethany  was  in                
preparation  for  his  burial  even  though  he  hadn't  gone  to  his  death  yet  and  that  there                 
would   be   no   time   for   him   to   be   properly   anointed.  

He  knew  that  the  temple  would  be  destroyed  and  the  curtain  was  torn.  He  knew  that  his                  
last  meal  with  his  disciples  was  a  passion  meal.  The  gospel  reiterates  for  us  over  and                 
over  again  that  Jesus  knew  things  that  would  happen  and  that  what  he  predicted  would                
happen  did  happen.  He  knew  that  Judas  would  betray  him.  He  knew  that  Peter  would                
deny  him.  He  knew  that  the  disciples  would  desert  him.  What  about  the  Second               
Coming?  Can  we?  Could  they  continue  to  wait  in  faith  and  in  faithfulness  for  that                
Second   Coming?   

If  Jesus  was  right  about  all  these  other  things,  the  reader  of  the  gospel  can  be  assured                  
that  what  he  predicted  will  happen,  will  happen.  We  don't  know  the  day  nor  the  hour,                 
only  the  Father  does.  The  day  is  coming,  the  time  is  coming  when  the  Son  of  Man  on                   
the  clouds  of  heaven  will  return  and  will  create  a  new  heavens  and  earth.  That  is  the  full                   
assurance   of   the   gospel.  

Who  wrote  this  gospel?  Where  was  it  written?  These  are  some  of  the  biggest  questions                
that  we  have  about  the  gospels.  The  reality  of  the  gospels  is  that  within  the  text  itself,                  
nobody  is  named.  Nobody  says,  "This  is  by  Mark,  this  is  by  John."  We  have  our                 
traditional  attributions  of  these  gospels,  and  people  put  the  title  above.  This  is  the               
gospel  of  Mark.  This  is  the  gospel  of  Matthew.  But  within  the  gospel  itself,  it  doesn't  tell                  
us   the   names   of   the   authors.  
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The  earliest  comment  that  we  have  on  gospels  comes  from  the  early  2nd  Century.  The                
early  2nd  Century  is  the  100s  and  that  is  pretty  early  if  we  consider  that  the  gospels                  
begin  to  be  written  in  the  60s  and  go  on  up  into  the  90s.  This  gospel,  the  gospel  of  Mark                     
is  probably  written  very  close  to  the  destruction  of  the  temple,  so  very  close  to  70.                 
Within  several  decades  has  been  copied  and  circulated  so  that  other  people  have              
copies  of  the  gospel  of  Mark  that  they  can  consult  when  they  want  to  work  on  their                  
gospels.  

Our  earliest  comment  on  the  origins  of  the  gospels  comes  from  a  man  named  Papias,                
P-A-P-I-A-S.  He  lived  from  about  60  to130.  He  was  the  bishop  of  Hierapolis.  Hierapolis               
is  a  city  near  Laodicea  in  Asia  Minor.  He's  considered  an  apostolic  Father.  One  of  the                 
very  earliest  commentators  on  the  gospels,  and  he  was  quoted  in  Eusebius  church              
history.  

Eusebius  was  in  Caesarea  Maritima  on  the  coast  writing  in  the  4th  century.  In  Eusebius’                
Ecclesiastical  History,  book  3,  chapter  39  paragraphs  14-16,  Papias  says  the  Presbyter             
John  used  to  say  this  (the  Presbyter  John  was  a  disciple  of  John  the  Apostle).  He  used                  
to  say,  “Mark  became  Peter’s  interpreter  and  wrote  accurately  all  that  he  remembered.              
Not  indeed  in  order  of  the  things  that  are  done  by  the  Lord.  For  he,  Mark  had  not  heard                    
the   Lord   nor   had   he   followed   him."  

Later  on,  as  I  said,  Mark  followed  Peter  who  used  to  give  teaching  as  necessity                
demanded  but  not  with  the  intent  of  making  an  arrangement  of  the  Lord  sayings.  Mark                
simply  wrote  down  single  points  as  he  remembered  them.  For  one  thing,  he  gave               
attention  to  leave  out  nothing  of  what  he  had  heard  and  to  make  no  false  statements  in                  
them.  

Now,  this  is  a  very  interesting  attribution  because  Mark  is  really  a  secondary  character               
in  the  New  Testament.  You  remember  Mark.  John  Mark,  cousin  of  Barnabas,  travels              
with  Paul  and  Barnabas  on  their  first  missionary  journey.  On  the  first  missionary  journey,               
he  gets  cold  feet  and  comes  back  to  Jerusalem  or  to  Antioch.  We  don't  know  which  city                  
he  goes  back  to.  On  the  second  missionary  journey,  Paul  says,  “I'm  not  interested  in                
taking  John  Mark  with  me  because  I  don't  think  he  has  the  gumption  that  it  takes  to  face                   
all   the   hardships.”  

What  is  so  interesting  to  see  is  that  Mark  shows  up  later  in  Paul's  Epistles  as  a  person                   
who  comes  alongside  him  in  prisons,  who  sees  him  through  his  own  trials.  In  1st  Peter                 
5:13,  Mark  is  present  with  Peter  and  they're  talking  about  the  experience  in  Babylon,               
which  is  code  language  for  Rome.  Mark  made  it  through  whatever  crisis  he  experienced               
on  that  first  missionary  journey,  and  he  became  an  aid  to  these  great  apostolic  figures,                
both   Peter   and   Paul.   It   would   seem   that   he   was   a   witness   to   the   preaching   of   Peter.  
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Mark  had  not  been  a  disciple  of  Jesus  during  Jesus’s  life,  but  he  became  a  disciple  of                  
Peter.   He,   in   this   Gospel   according   to   Papias,   preserves   Peter's   preaching.  

Most  scholars  would  suggest  that  this  gospel  is  associated  with  the  church  in  Rome.               
Peter  winds  up  in  Rome,  Paul  winds  up  in  Rome.  Both  are  murdered  under  Nero  and                 
Mark  perhaps  is  with  Peter  and  Paul,  witnessing  the  terrible  persecution  that  happens              
under  Nero.  This  gospel  is  written  for  a  church  that  is  experiencing  terrible  persecution.               
The  connection  with  Rome  would  be  one  way  of  accounting  for  how  this  small  gospel                
which  does  not  have  many  of  the  sayings  but  has  lots  of  incidents,  how  it  could  have                  
been  copied  and  circulated  so  quickly  among  the  different  Christian  churches  because             
Rome   is   a   center.  

Rome  is  the  place  where  the  apostles  are  put  to  death  and  from  Rome,  it  could  have                  
been  copied  and  sent  out.  Although,  we  will  never  know  for  sure,  is  it  John  Mark  for                  
sure?  Was  it  written  in  Rome  for  sure?  The  evidence  of  Papias  as  he  defends  the                 
authenticity  and  validity  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  gives  us  a  really  plausible  context  for  how                 
this  gospel  came  into  being,  how  it  was  shared,  and  how  it  could  perhaps  end  up,                 
copies   of   it,   in   the   hands   of   other   gospel   authors   like   Matthew   and   Luke.  

Well,  I  feel  like  there's  so  much  more  that  we  could  say  about  this  gospel.  We've  only                  
scratched  the  surface.  I  know  that  for  me  the  study  of  the  gospels  is  a  life  journey.  This                   
book  that  I  have  here  today  is  my  textbook  from  graduate  school.  I  graduated  from                
graduate  school  in  1985,  so  I  must  have  taken  that  course  in  1982  or  1983  something                 
like  that.  When  we  moved  to  Israel,  we  didn't  have  our  books  with  us.  They  were  all  in                   
storage  and  after  we'd  lived  there  for  about  seven  years,  our  friends  shipped  our  books                
to  us  and  I  got  my  book  back.  I  continue  to  add  notes  all  over  the  pages  and  I  teach                     
from   this   book.  

This  book  travels  in  my  carry-on  luggage  because  it's  too  valuable  to  lose.  I  hope  that                 
this  for  you  is  just  the  beginning  of  a  life  engagement  with  the  gospels.  I  think  one  of  the                    
things  that's  really  challenging  for  us,  especially  for  people  who  have  grown  up  Christian               
is  that  we're  so  familiar  with  the  text  that  we  don't  hear  it  anymore  and  we're  not                  
shocked  by  it.  We  should  be  having  culture  shock  when  we  read  the  gospels.  We                
should  be  asking  what  does  this  mean?  What  is  this  conflict  about?  Why  is  Jesus                
saying   this?  

We  have  wonderful  resources  to  do  that.  There  are  so  many  fabulous  commentaries,  so               
many  wonderful  things  that  you  can  look  at.  You  can  check  Brad  Young  on  the  parables                 
of  Jesus  to  begin  understanding  the  parables  in  their  Jewish  setting.  You  can  read  some                
of  our  favorite  commentators.  You  can  even  start  simply  with  a  dictionary  of  the  Bible                
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like  the  Anchor  Bible  Dictionary  and  read  their  articles  on  the  gospels.  It  will  open  your                 
mind   and   eyes   and   hearts   to   hear   the   gospel   in   new   ways.  

As  I  live  my  life,  there's  always  new  fresh  things  to  hear  from  the  gospel.  One  of  the                   
most  wonderful  sermons  I've  heard  in  my  adult  life  was  from  a  minister  who  was  retiring                 
after  serving  in  the  Middle  East  for  decades.  He  talked  about  how  on  a  retreat,  he  had                  
engaged  with  the  story  of  Jesus  in  the  boat  in  the  storm.  Especially  in  the  gospel  of                  
Mark,   the   detail   there   is   that   Jesus   is   so   tired.  

He's  so  tired  that  he's  asleep  on  the  bench  and  he  has  his  head  resting  on  a  cushion                   
and  this  storm  comes  up.  This  storm  is  so  terrible  that  all  these  experienced  sailors  are                 
fearful  that  they  are  going  to  be  swept  over  the  side  and  they're  going  to  drown.  Jesus  is                   
not  even  waking  up  because  he  is  too  tired  to  wake  up  for  that  storm.  They  shake  him                   
and  they  say  to  Jesus,  “Don't  you  care,  don't  you  care  that  we're  drowning?”  Oh,  what  a                  
thing   to   say   to   Jesus,   "Don't   you   care?"  

Jesus  says,  “Where  is  your  faith?”  It  is  as  though  he  says  to  them,  “Even  in  the  storms                   
of  life  where  it  seems  that  I  am  not  present  with  you,  it  may  seem  like  I'm  asleep,  I  am                     
with  you.  You  don't  need  to  be  afraid.  I  am  with  you  in  this  storm.  Even  if  it  seems  that                     
I'm  inactive,  where's  your  faith?  Your  welfare  is  my  priority."  He  may  not  rescue  us  from                 
the  storm,  we  may  have  to  live  through  the  storm,  but  he  is  present  with  us  on  the  boat.                    
He   will   get   us   to   the   other   side   and   he   will   accomplish   his   purposes   in   us.  

I  would  just  encourage  you,  read  it  and  read  it  again.  Sometimes  something  that  is  very                 
valuable  to  do  is  to  get  yourself  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea  and  sit  down  and  read  the  gospel                     
from  beginning  to  end  without  interruption.  Maybe  read  it  in  a  different  message  or               
something  fresh  to  you  so  that  you  hear  it  with  fresh  ears  and  fresh  eyes.  Embrace  the                  
way  the  Lord  will  speak  to  you  in  passages  that  are  still  familiar,  but  in  a  different                  
translation  might  have  a  new  and  exciting  and  deep,  deep  meaning.  Don't  be  afraid  to                
just   pick   it   up   and   work   through   it.   

It's  your  good  news.  You  are  living  it  with  Jesus  and  he  wants  to  be  present  in  your  life                    
through   his   gospel.  

 

[00:30:57]   [END   OF   AUDIO]  
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