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James  Whitman: Shalom,  Shalom  Haverim.  To       
all  the  members  of  our  Haverim  Study        
Community,  grace,  and  peace  to  you.  This  is         
James  Whitman,  coming  to  you  from  Dayton,        
Ohio.  This  conversation,  which  is  going  to  be         
the  October  2020  audio  teaching,  this  is  a         
conversation  I  want  to  engage  you  and  so  I          
brought  along  a  conversation  partner  so  that  the         
three  of  us  can  talk  about  the  Fall  Feasts  of  the            
Bible.   Welcome,   Rosalind.  

Rosalind  Whitman: Hello,  it's  so  good  to  be         
with   you   all   again.  

James: Our  subject,  and  this  actually  came  out         
of  the  Fall  Feast  workshop,  which  I  did  last          
Saturday,  it  was  very  well  attended,  people  from         
all  over.  In  that  workshop,  I  always  recognize         
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I'm  going  to  have  people  who  are  brand  new  to  this  subject  and  people  who've  been                 
around  these  things  for  quite  some  time.  I  am  conscious  about  making  sure  that  new                
people  get  oriented  to  the  Pilgrim  Feast  and  a  sense  of,  how  do  these  things  work  in  the                   
big  picture?  Rosalind,  I  was  also  aware  that  there  was  a  lot  that  was  left  out  of  a  dense                    
hour   of   Bible   teaching.  

Rosalind:    It's   hard   to   cover   all   that   in   just   an   hour.  

James: Especially  the  application.  Especially  going  slow  and  unpacking  what  is  a  Fall              
Feast  Symphony,  that  even  now  as  we're  recording  this,  we're  right  in  the  middle  of  it.                 
We're  in  the  seventh  day  of  awe.  I  would  like  with  your  help,  because  you've  grown  up                  
in   these   things   and   we've   done   a   lot   of   different   things   as   a   family-  

Rosalind:    Yes,   we   have.  

James: I'd  like  to  engage  you  and  the  Haverim  in  a  conversation  of  what  the  Fall  Feasts                  
can   mean   to   a   new   covenant   follower   of   Jesus.   How   does   that   sound?  

Rosalind: Sounds  amazing.  I  love  to  talk  about  these  things.  It's  one  of  my  favorite                
times  of  the  year  and  I'm  just  really  excited  to,  like  you  said,  talk  about  the  big  picture                   
and  the  application  and  marry  the  two,  find  those  connections  between  the  old  and  the                
new,   so   important   for   a   dynamic   faith.  

James: Again,  a  conversation  partner,  what  would  be  a  question  you  would  like  to  ask                
me,   as   we   dig   into   this   cycle?  

Rosalind: You've  always  made  a  really  good  distinction,  I  think,  that's  super  helpful              
between  the  faith  of  Jesus  and  having  faith  in  Jesus.  I'd  love  to  hear  a  little  more  about                   
what  that  means  to  look  at  the  Fall  Feast  through  the  faith  of  Jesus  and  the  fact  that                   
Jesus  participated  in  these.  It  was  really  an  important  part  of  His  faith  and  what  does                 
that  mean,  as  we  look  back,  and  as  we  also  look  forward,  and  we  have  faith  in  Jesus,                   
we   want   to   participate   in   His   faith   as   well?  

James: That  was  such  a  good  question.  I  want  to  ask  you  questions  and  learn  from                 
you.  I  think  that's  a  great  place  to  start,  the  faith  of  Jesus.  When  I  say  that  sometimes  in                    
a  group  setting,  I  see  people  scratching  their  heads,  or  their  eyes  or  going  back  like,                 
"What  just  happened?"  It  is  a  key  part  of  understanding  the  Jewish  roots  of  Christianity,                
to  grasp  that  Jesus  had  faith.  The  kind  of  faith  He's  asking  us  to  have  in  Him,  He  had  in                     
His   father.  

Rosalind:    It's   a   game-changer.  

James: It's  so  significant  because  now  we  can  relate  to  Him.  Dwight  used  to  always                
say,  "Jesus,  is  kind  of  on  the  big  screen  of  a  Christian's  mind."  He's  that  A-list  actor,  that                   
just  we  watch  Him  do  stuff  and  we're  in  awe,  but  seems  to  be  a  big  disconnect  between                   
His   life.  
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Rosalind:    Yes,   I've   been   guilty   of   that.  

James: Me  too.  That  simple  understanding,  the  faith  of  Jesus  can  be  revolutionary  as               
you  pointed  out.  It  begins,  Rosalind,  with  an  appreciation,  I  would  even  say  an  adoration                
of  Jesus's  Bible,  what  we  call  the  Old  Testament,  what  He  called  Tanakh.  Feeling  the                
same  way  about  it  that  we  feel  about  the  New  Testament.  We  want  to  hold  it  close  to                   
our  chest  and  it's  so  precious  to  us.  That  in  the  line  of  King  David,  who  wrote  Psalm  19,                    
an   extolling   Torah,   that's   the   tradition   of   Jesus.   That's   the   heart   of   our   master.  

That's  where  we  find  the  Fall  feast.  We  find  them  in  Torah,  His  Bible.  When  we  open  His                   
scriptures,  we  find  in  Leviticus  23,  particularly--  When  we  look  at  His  Bible,  particularly               
in  Vayikra,  Leviticus  23,  we  see  the  feast  cycle,  starting  with  the  Three  Big  Pilgrim                
feasts,  two  in  the  spring,  and  one  in  the  fall.  That  one  in  the  fall,  Tabernacles  has                  
associated  feast  and  dynamics  tied  to  it.  When  we  look  at  it  as  a  whole,  then  we're                  
starting   to   understand   it   more   like   Jesus.   Does   that   make   sense?  

Rosalind:    Yes,   it   does   make   sense.  

James: Very  simply,  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month,  Tishrei,  is  Yom  Teruah ,  the                
Feast  of  Blowing.  Rosalind,  one  thing  that's  so  significant  about  this  festival  is  the  scant                
detail.   [chuckles]   I   know   you   probably--  

Rosalind:    Not   a   lot   there   to   go   on.  

James:    Probably   everyone   listening   to   this   is   saying,   "I   want   to   know   how   to   do   it."  

Rosalind:    What   does   that   mean?  

James: Right?  It's  scant  detail,  but  in  that  is  its  strength  because  it  keeps  the  main  thing                  
the  main  thing.  We'll  talk  a  little  bit  of  some  of  the  traditions  that  have  grown  up  around                   
that.  They're  very  significant  and  helpful,  but  right  now  we're  just  talking  about  the  cycle.                
Did   you   notice   I   said   the   seventh   month?  

Rosalind:    Yes,   that   was   interesting.   I   thought   it   was   a   new   year.  

James: That's  how  it  gets  to  be  a  new  year.  First  of  all,  I  love  our  Jewish  forebears                   
because   they   have   several   new   years.  

Rosalind:    I'm   all   about   fresh   starts.   I   need   as   many   as   I   can   get.  

James: We  need  to  begin  again  again.  One  of  them  is  Passover.  One  of  them  is  this                  
day  of  blowing.  That's  why  probably  most  of  you  out  there  have  heard  of  it  as  Rosh                  
Hashanah.  It's  the  head  of  the  year,  the  first  of  the  year.  It's  the  great  beginning  of  the                   
new  year  that  starts  in  the  seventh  month.  It  has  this  spiritual  significance,  the  number                
seven  often  a  leading  to  wholeness,  completion,  like  the  seven  days  of  creation,  but               
more   than   that   it   speaks   to   purpose.   The   seven   days   of   creation   culminate   in   Sabbath.  
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Why?  Because  that  was  the  goal,  the  Father,  having  us  in  fellowship  and  together,               
living,  human  on  this  glorious  earth  the  way  He  designed  it.  Not  only  is  seven,  a  number                  
of  fullness,  wholeness,  completion,  but  it's  a  number  of  goal,  what  was  the  point?  That's                
why   this   seventh   month   becomes   Rosh   Hashanah.  

What's  the  purpose  of  these  things?  This  day  of  blowing  is  followed,  10  days  later,                
again,  we're  in  Leviticus  23,  by  Yom  Kippur,  which  I  think  most  of  you  out  there  are                  
familiar  with,  the  Day  of  Atonement.  It's  actually  plural,  Keparim,  atonements.  Then  five              
days  later,  you  build  your  sukkah,  and  that's  your  temporary  dwelling,  we'll  talk  more               
about  that,  and  begins  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  for  seven  days,  and  then  our  good                
Father   adds   an   eighth.  

Rosalind:    Because   who   doesn't   love   another   day   to   party?  

James: That's  the  goal.  I  think  we  could  say,  Sukkot,  Tabernacles,  is  the [unintelligible               
00:09:03]  of  Passover  and  Pentecost.  The  Passover  is  our  way  out  of  captivity.              
Pentecost  is  our  way  in  to  the  freedom  of  relationship  with  our  father.  Sukkot,               
Tabernacles,   is   our   way   forward.   How   do   we   live   in   the   world   but   not   of   it?  

Rosalind: That's  so  helpful,  even  that  little  in  out.  It's  like  the  app  In  Out.  There's  a                  
component  of,  towards  ourselves,  towards  the  father,  towards  the  world,  that's  really  a              
beautiful   connection.   It   covers   everything.  

James: I  love  how  you  said  that  because  again,  we're  talking  about,  what  do  these                
things  mean  to  Jesus?  This  is  Him  looking  at  the  revelation  of  who  the  one  true  God  is.                   
This  is  first  and  foremost,  a  story  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  It's  crazy,                  
we  read  the  Bible,  and  we  skim  through  the  first  chapters  of  Genesis  waiting  to  get  to                  
us.  That's  part  of  the  power  of  this  cycle,  is  the  un-selfing  thing  of  the  followers  of  the                   
one  true  God,  and  the  re-centering  of  Him  in  the  center  of  our  lives,  of  the  story,  and                   
also  at  the  circumference.  It's  great  we  have  a  seat  at  the  table,  but  we're  not  the  star  of                    
the   show.  

Rosalind: I'm  happy  about  that.  I  don't  want  to  be,  but  it's  very  interesting,  because  it's                 
true  that  so  often  we  do  read  Scripture,  we  read  the  Bible,  looking  for  what  we  can  get                   
from  it,  or  also  projecting  ourselves  into  every  story.  There  is  this  thread  of  me  that  goes                  
throughout  the  story  and  it's  just  remarkable  to  see  these  rhythms  kind  of  pull  us  back                 
out   of   ourselves   into   the   bigger   picture   again.  

James: That's  extremely  well  said.  You  know,  Rosalind,  my  beautiful  wife,  your  mom,              
Tomara,  along  with  Carrie  and  Andrea  Northington,  for  the  last  five  years,  we've  been               
youth  pastors  at  church  of  the  Messiah,  mentoring  a  dynamic  group  of  teens.  One  thing                
that  this  pilgrim  feast  picture  of  God  at  work  in  us,  helped  me  understand,  was  what  I                  
would  call,  a  completion  of  the  narrative,  that  most  Christians  grasp  the  first  two               
movements,   but   not   the   third.   Interested?  
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Rosalind:    I   am,   please   keep   going.  

James: You're  just  going  to  nod  at  me  going,  "Oh,  yes,  I've  heard  you  say  that."  Let  me                   
say  like  this.  Let's  go  look  at  the  Passover  again.  There's  a  problem  and  we  could  trace                  
that  back  to  Genesis.  We  keep  tracing  it  upstream  to  the  God  of  blessing.  We  rejected                 
His  blessing,  closed  the  door  on  Him,  and  His  presence  in  this  good  earth,  but  He  didn't                  
stay--  Even  though  He  moved  us  out  of  the  garden  away  from  the  tree  of  life,  He  came                   
out   with   our   forbearers.  

Rosalind:    So   important   to   recognize.  

James: He's  with  us  in  exile.  With  Abraham,  He  begins  to  reverse  the  curse.  He  begins                 
to  deal  with  the  fall,  not  only  for  individuals  but  for  all  humanity.  At  Passover,  we  see                  
there's  a  problem.  The  crushing  of  Pharaoh,  and  the  powers  that  enslave,  the  coming               
out,  the  passing  over,  we  see  God  working  His  solution.  Then  miraculously,  He  leads               
them  through  the  Red  Sea,  that  picture  of  baptism,  but  He  doesn't  just  leave  them  there.                 
They're   out   but   He   brings   them   to   Himself   at   Sinai.  

We  see  the  problem  solution  model.  We  see  it  in  the  death  of  Jesus,  His  resurrection,                 
and  most  importantly,  the  giving  of  His  spirit.  Not  most  importantly,  but  we  can't  stop                
with  just  two.  We  have  to  have  that  third.  The  narrative  goes  like  this.  We  all  understand                  
there's  a  problem,  sin.  We  all  understand  there's  a  solution.  Here's  the  third  movement,               
He  takes  us,  now  that  He  solved  our  problem,  and  He  puts  us  right  back  amidst  the                  
problem   to   live   with   His   presence   and   be   the   solution,   reproducing   in   the   lives   of   others.  

Rosalind:    Comes   full   circle.  

James: Thankfully,  we  don't  do  it  alone.  It's  what  Jesus  calls  church.  When  Kingdom               
people  gather  for  kingdom  purposes,  the  king  is  in  their  midst  by  His  Spirit.  This  is  a                  
kingdom  paradigm.  He  brings  us  out  from  false  kingdoms,  He  brings  us  in  under  His                
kingship,  and  then  He  lives  with  us  in  the  fallen  world.  We  are  the  solution  amidst  the                  
problem.  This  feast  cycle,  I  suggest,  addresses  strongly  the  trouble  and  the  failure  and               
the  challenge  and  where  God  is  in  the  midst  of  our  lives  now  that  we  are  trying  to  live  by                     
His   Spirit   as   the   solution.  

Rosalind:    That's   amazing.  

James:    I   hope   that's   not   too   confusing.   Do   you   have   any   questions   about   that?  

Rosalind: Well,  it  actually  makes  me  think  of  a  dialogue,  a  conversation  we  were               
having  at  house  church  last  night  about  just  that  fact  that  Jesus  lives  within  us  and  that                  
we  essentially,  we  get  to  do  do,  Jesus  said,  "My  disciples  will  do  greater  things  than                 
even  I  did."  Part  of  it,  I  think,  is  there  was  one  Jesus,  but  now  His  spirit  lives  in  all  of  us,                       
so  it's  multiplied  time  over  and  over  and  over  again,  in  every  culture,  in  every  nation,  in                  
every  tongue,  and  so  we  have  a  whole  wave  of  jesus's  because  the  Spirit  is  within  us                  
and   we're   capable   of   doing   what   He   has   called   us   to   do.  
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I  wonder  a  little  bit  if  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  or  the  fall  cycle  hasn't  made  its  way  into                    
popular  culture  yet,  popular  Christianity,  because  it's  a  little  bit  of  the  responsibility              
piece.  Once  you  know  that,  you  got  to  go  back  into  the  problem.  You  can't  continue  to                  
have  your  holy  huddles,  as  we  call  them,  and  stay  removed.  It  forces  you,  it  propels  you                  
and  empowers  you  to  go  back  into  the  midst  of  everything  and  be  God's  witness  and  be                  
His  spirit  and  be  heaven  on  earth.  It  just  made  me  think  a  little  bit,  "Huh,  I  wonder                   
there's  a  little  too  much  responsibility.  It's  getting  all  too  hot  in  the  kitchen.  We'd  rather                 
stay   at   the,   "we're   saved   portion   of   it.""  

James: Nailed  it.  It's  the  challenge  of  discipleship.  It's  also  attended  with  the  realities  of                
discipleship  and  living  in  a  world  that's  hostile  to  grace.  We  are  on  the  topic  of,  what  do                   
these  things  mean  to  Jesus?  That  was  a  beautiful  picture  you're  painting  Rosalind.  It's               
spot  on.  This  fall  feast  cycle  is  deeply  challenging  to  the  present  life  of  a  believer,  but  it's                   
that  good  kind  of  challenge.  A  father,  who  knows  we're  capable  of  more,  and  is  getting                 
us  reaching  and  moving  us  out  of  comfortability,  the  very  thing  we  want,  but  we  still                 
shrink  back  from.  Part  of  that  shrinking  back  is  still  because  we  haven't  come  fully  into                 
an  understanding  of  the  character  of  the  one  Jesus  called  father,  like  He  understood               
Him.   That's   a   birthright   that   we're   still   growing   and   pressing   into.  

Rosalind: It  starts  with  an  invitation.  It  doesn't  jump  into  challenge.  God  doesn't  jump               
into  challenge.  We've  had  this--  Like  you  said,  starting  with  the  spring  cycle.  We  started                
with  the  invitation  of,  like  you  said,  you  have  a  seat  at  the  table.  Then  we  enter  into                   
more  challenge,  when  we  take  Him  up  on  His  invitation,  and  then  the  thing  is  that  even                  
the  challenges  is  blended  with  celebration.  That's  the  heart  of  the  tabernacle  is,  we  get                
to   celebrate   all   God's   doing   and   going   to   do   through   us   and   in   the   world.  

James: It's  amazing  when  we  connect  the  testaments.  We  see  ourselves  in  Israel,  and               
Israel   in   us.  

To  the  pattern.  The  day  of  blowing,  the  sages  of  Israel,  and  this  is  really  ancient,  and  do                   
we  know  that  Jesus  grasped  this  way  remains  to  be  seen.  However,  we  know  that                
creation  was  at  the  heart  of  His  understanding  of  the  goodness  of  God.  We're  created  in                 
His  image  and  likeness,  so  the  sages  of  Israel  taught  that  the  day  of  blowing,  this  feast                  
of  blowing,  at  the  head  of  the  year,  call  to  remembrance,  rehearsed  Adam  and  Eve  and                 
creation.  With  that  came  the  character  of  God,  as  the  God  of  blessing.  Stop.  That's  the                 
paradigm.  God  is  a  God  of  blessing.  I  know  we  want  to  rush  forward  to  us  but  that                   
character   of   God   never   changes.   It's   the   same   yesterday,   today,   and   forever.  

That  sound  of  the  shofar,  one  of  the  things  it  reminds  us  of,  and  by  the  way,  I  didn't                    
mention  that,  but  to  Jesus,  that  blowing  was  definitely  the  shofar,  and  that  ancient               
symbol  hat  is  so  full  of  richness.  One  of  it  is  that  trumpet  blast  is  the  voice  of  God                    
creating  the  world.  Cool.  Exactly  what  you  said,  our  ancient  forefathers  and  our  mothers               
in  the  faith,  understood  that  at  the  beginning,  the  day  of  blowing,  you're  starting  over,                
and  you're  rethinking  what  this  is  all  about.  Already,  it's  taken  us  out  of  our                
circumstances   and   put   us   back   in   the   biblical   narrative.  
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Also,  that  sound  of  the  show  far  is  plaintive,  and  it  is  a  time  of  mourning,  because  the                   
sages  of  Israel  also  connected  it  with  the  great  failure  of  the  people  of  God,  the  sin  of                   
the  golden  calf.  They  got  that  because  of  Yom  Kippur  coming  in  10  days.  Now  again,                 
we're  talking  about  what  these  things  meant  to  Jesus.  I  think  we're  pretty  spot  on,  He                 
was  tuned  in,  He  was  part  of  a  culture  that  attended  to  these  things.  It  was  made  so                   
clear  in  the  temple  liturgy  that  was  going  on.  Even  the  synagogues,  spread  out  all  over                 
Israel  and  outside  the  borders  of  Israel,  were  imitating  the  pattern  of  the  temple.  They                
were  tuning  into  these  things,  reading  about  them,  and  practicing.  We've  got  this              
beautiful  picture  of  creation  but  then  we  have  this  picture  of  fall.  Being  in  a  right                 
relationship  with  God  and  blowing  it.  Israel,  right  relationship  with  God,  blowing  it.  You               
and  me,  in  a  right  relationship  with  God  and  blowing  it.  This  shofar  has  this  multifaceted                 
faceted   expression.  

It  also  sounds  the  alarm  and  calls  the  people  of  God  to  arms.  It  also  announces  coming                  
judgment.  All  of  these  things  are  rich  in  the  imagination  of  devoted  Jewish  people  in  the                 
Second  Temple  period,  and  Jesus  would  have  been  at  the  top  of  that  list  attending  to                 
the  things  of  God.  In  a  sense,  we  could  say,  they  worked  back  from  Yom  Kippur.                 
Leviticus  16,  is  dedicated  to  the  Day  of  Atonement.  They  worked  back  10  days  to  the                 
blowing  and  the  blowing,  worked  forward  10  days  and  they  said,  "This  is  really               
significant,  the  king  is  coming  and  we  need  to  give  an  account."  They  said  the  books  of                  
life   and   death   are   opened   on   the   Day   of   Atonement.  

Rosalind:    I   love   that   image.   It's   sobering   but   it's   also   awe   inspiring.  

James: When  we  talk  about  our  faith  in  Jesus,  we  want  to  talk  a  lot  about  judgment                  
because  this  is  something  we  look  with  humility,  but  we  look  with  open  eyes,  and  we                 
accept  God's  terms.  We've  said,  yes,  to  Yeshua,  so  everything  now  is  on  His  terms.  You                 
know  what,  Rosalind,  we're  right  here  at  the  Day  of  Atonement,  I  just  pause  and  say,                 
what   has   always   gripped   me   is   that   this   is   divine   design.  

Some  people--  and  let  me  ask  you,  haverim,  you  might  be  all  over  the  map  here.  You're                  
going  to  meet  people  when  you  talk  about  these  things  that  are  all  over  the  map.  Here's                  
the  map.  One  side,  there  is  a  Christian  tradition  that  says,  "All  those  things  are  done                 
away  with.  They  don't  have  any  relevancy  for  it  today."  This  is  a  fairly  newer  movement,                 
there's  a  group  on  the  other  side  that  say,  "Oh,  no,  these  things  need  to  be  practiced  in                   
the  Jewish  way.  They  have  to  be  done  exactly  this  way  at  exactly  this  time."  Both  camps                  
are  polarized,  and  at  war  with  each  other.  It's  almost  a  little  microcosm  of  society,  who's                 
right   who's   wrong?   Yet,   we   need   to   elevate   the   discussion.  

Rosalind:    I   was   just   thinking,   "Rise   above   it."  

James: Yes,  walk  on  the  water  with  Jesus.  This  is  divine  design,  and  wait  for  it,  that's                  
written  in  the  heavenlies.  The  word,  moedim,  for  appointed  times  that  Moses  chooses,              
divinely  inspired,  for  the  pilgrim  feast  is  the  word  for  seasons  in  Genesis  1.  For  signs                 
and  for  seasons,  he's  put  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars.  It's  as  natural  as  breathing  if  we                  
think  about  it.  We  don't  question  winter,  spring,  summer,  fall,  those  are  seasons,  that's               
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the  design,  we  don't  question  seven  days  in  a  week.  The  feast  are  also  written  in  the                  
heavens.  

We  need  to  start  there  with  the  mind  of  Jesus.  This  is  a  revelation  of  God,  this  is  not                    
about  us.  What  we  do,  when  we  do  or  don't  do,  both  camps  need  to  learn  from  Jesus,                   
the  faith  of  Jesus,  and  that  this  is  patterned,  and  this  blows  my  mind.  We  have  this                  
amazing  revelation  series  with  Ron  Herms.  He  does  such  a  masterful  job.  When  he  gets                
to  that  throne  room  of  grace,  we  see  it's  a  temple  scene  and  we  see  that  this  tabernacle                   
was  patterned  after  things  in  heaven,  that's  what  He  told  Moses.  These  things  in  the                
heavenlies  are  still  realities.  The  least  we  could  do  is  in  humility  tend  to  God's  word  and                  
watch   God's   ways,   and   be   hungry   for   Him   to   work.  

Rosalind: Yes,  it  makes  me  think,  I  have  been  in  a  funk.  I  don't  know  if  any  of  you  can                     
relate  with  all  the  current  events  and  just  2020  not  being  the  year  that  we  all  thought  it                   
was  going  to  be  at  the  beginning,  that  we  set  out.  Something  about,  when  you  reminded                 
me  of  what  we  were  entering  into  in  your  workshop  last  week,  I  have  really  sensed  the                  
changing  of  the  seasons  here  in  Dayton,  with  this  crisp  fall,  refreshing  air  leaving  your                
windows  open  in  the  evening,  and  the  sun  still,  you  get  the  mingling  with  the  summer                 
sun.   It's   just   a   beautiful,   beautiful   transition   and   time   of   year.  

I  really  felt  myself  coming  out  of  that  place  of  just  being  a  little  bit  emotionally  all  over,                   
and  centering  myself  again,  around  these  feasts  and  recognizing  and  remembering  the             
story  of  what  we  are  entering  into.  It  was  really  helpful  for  me  in  elevating  myself  outside                  
of  the  place  I've  been  stuck  in  and  remembering  that,  "No,  there's  more  to  it  than  this,"                  
and  just  having  the  humility  to  enter  into  that  story  again,  and  the  cycle  and  just                 
remember  that's  why  God  set  these  things  in  place  and  in  time,  we  get  to  remember                 
every   single   year   when   this   rolls   around   again,   what   it's   really   all   about.  

James: That  touches  me,  because,  and  this  is  what  I've  come  to  learn  through  so  many                 
years,  30  years  of  pastoral  ministry.  It's  so  easy  to  major  in  minors  and  miss  the  main                  
thing.  The  main  thing  is  the  tough  stuff  of  Christianity.  It's  really  the  big  challenge.  Jesus                 
died,  we've  died  with  him,  reality.  Jesus  is  raised,  we're  raised  with  Him.  Jesus  is  in  us                  
that's  tabernacle  language,  and  we  are  in  Jesus,  and  he's  reconciling  the  world  to               
Himself.  We  all  have  a  part  in  Aba's,  redemptive  enterprise,  hearkening  back  to  your  big                
sense   of   challenge.  

These  are  the  things  that  are  important  to  our  father.  These  are  the  things  that  were                 
important  to  Jesus.  These  are  the  things  we  need  to  be  consumed  with.  We  don't  have                 
salvation  figured  out.  We  don't  have  sanctification  figured  out,  not  in  the  warp  and  woof                
of  daily  experience,  but  we  have  experienced  freedom,  we  have  lived  truth,  there's  more               
to  the  kingdom  than  we  can  ask  or  imagine.  When  we  are  in  the  right  posture  to  receive                   
these  things,  that's  what  you  said,  it's  all  reception,  to  receive  the  full  feast  as  divine                 
wisdom  and  design,  in  order  to  recenter  us  and  to  fix  some  of  the  problems  that  have                  
made  inroads  into  those  who  are  the  solution  from  the  tension  of  living  and  where                
everyone   is   suffering   from   the   problem.  
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It's  something  awe-inspiring  and  a  little,  I  think  it  creates  a  holy  fear,  the  good  kind.                 
Rosalind,  something  you  said  really  ministered  to  me  because  communion  is  our             
festival.  It  pulls  Passover,  Pentecost,  and  tabernacles  into  it.  It's  our  pilgrim  feast.  The               
better  we  know  these  things,  even  when  we  take  the  bread  and  the  cup,  we  are                 
rehearsing,  remembering,  reliving,  re-engaging  with  God  and  His  purposes.  We  have            
this   Yom   teruah   and   the   shofar   and   remember   it's   creation.  

It's  almost  like  recreating.  It  speaks  of  the  fall  of  Israel,  reminding  us  of  the  fall  in  the                   
garden.  Also,  the  ram's  horn  reminds  us  of  Abraham  and  Isaac,  a  story  that  is  read  and                  
treasured  during  this  time  of  year.  Both  of  those  men  had  faith  in  this  invisible  but                 
tangible  God  and  it  was  the  ram  caught  in  the  thicket,  therefore  the  ram's  horn  that                 
symbolizes   God's   willingness   to   go   all   the   way.  

We  have  these  10  days  that  are  leading  up  and  they  have  become  known  as  the  high                  
holy  days,  the  days  of  penitence,  maybe  the  Days  of  Awe.  You've  heard  of  them.  I  love                  
it.  For  Jesus,  Yom  Teruah  would  have  initiated  a  10  day  period  of  concentration.  On  the                 
big  story  on  the  character  of  God,  and  a  preparation.  Remember  I  said  it's  a  call  to  arms                   
for  the  people  of  God.  One  other  thing  that  the  sounding  of  the  shofar  has  meant  to  the                   
people  of  God  through  the  centuries  is,  it's  the  call  to  judgment.  Yom  Kippur,  as  we                 
mentioned,  would  be  the  opening  of  the  books,  "The  king  is  coming,"  announces  the               
horn,  10  days  of  anticipating,  and  preparing  for  the  king  to  come.  That  gets  your                
imagination  going.  Then  when  the  king  comes,  He  brings  us  into  His  council  on  Yom                
Kippur,   and   judgment   is   effected.  

Here's  the  beautiful  thing  that  tabernacles  teaches  us  five  days  later.  Not  only  is  He                
calling  us  to  account,  remember  the  parable  of  the  unjust  steward  or  the  unjust  servant,                
and  the  steward  figured  it  out  and  called  him  to  account.  Let's  account.  Let's  open  up                 
the  books.  Let's  do  an  audit.  The  purpose  of  that  is  to  plot  a  way  forward.  The  purpose                   
of  that  is  to  get  back  to  your  Passover  Pentecost  first  love.  Imagine  what  judgment  is                 
like   if   you   think   of   it   like   that.  

Rosalind: Yes.  I  actually  remember  something  that  you  said  to  us  as  children.  There's               
images  that  are  coming  to  mind  as  I  have  memories  of  growing  up  engaging  with  these                 
feasts  as  a  family  and  blowing  the  shofar  and  all  having  fun  trying  to  go  through,  it's                  
probably  not  super  sanitary  all  blowing  on  the  same,  but  we're  family,  it's  all  in  the                 
family.  Those  short  ones,  I  don't  know  if  you  can  picture  it,  but  the  short  shofar  is                  
extremely  hard  to  blow.  The  long  ones  with  the  curls  in  it,  much  easier.  If  you're  thinking                  
about   getting   one   I   suggest   you   go   the   longer   route.  

James:    Good   recommendation.  

Rosalind: Blowing  those  as  kids  and  going  out  in  the  back  porch,  and  playing  around                
with  it.  The  10  days  of  Awe  and  getting  to  Yom  Kippur  and  a  lot  of  times  we  would  fast                     
together.  It  was  one  of  the  days  you  taught  us  about  fasting,  what  that  meant,  what  it                  
looked  like  in  an  age  appropriate  way.  It  reminded  me  also  of  how  you  would  tell  us  that                   
judgment--  As  believers  judgment  is  not  something  to  fear.  So  often,  we  hear  the  word                
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judgment,  it  strikes  fear  into  the  heart  of  anyone  who  hears  that  It's  time  to  give  an                  
account  but  how  you  explained  it  is  that  with  Jesus  we  get  this  opportunity  to  live  in                  
relationship  with  God  and  to  give  an  account  on  a  regular  basis.  We're  not  fearing  in  the                  
end  having  to  go  back  through  and  recount  every  single  little  deed  because  we  get  to  do                  
in  the  moment  with  Jesus.  He  says,  "Hey  that  wasn't  cool.  Let's  do  better  than  that."  He                  
calls  us  into  something  more,  but  also  this  one  day  of  the  year  really  getting  to  be                  
intentional  about  coming  before  the  Father  and  searching  your  heart  and  allowing  Him              
to  challenge  and  convict  you.  I  don't  know.  It  just  reminded  me.  This  is  not  something                 
we   have   to   be   fearful   of   as   believers.  

James: It  reminds  me  that's  at  the  heart  of  the  biblical  concept  of  teshuvah.  Comes  into                 
the   Greek   as   metánoia.   It's   the   word   repentance.   It's   a   gift.   It's   a   gift.  

Rosalind:    A   different   way   to   view   it,   it's   a   perspective   shift.  

James: We  fear  judgment  because  we  know  our  failures,  but  we  don't  know  our  Father                
that  well.  I  talk  about  irrational  fear,  anxiety  fear,  fear  that's  not  of  God.  You  can  be  in                   
awe  and  respected  your  father.  You  want  to  be  accountable.  That's  what  repentance  is,               
it's  accountability.  In  haverim,  this  is  really  important  as  you  teach  and  you  should               
minister  and  as  you  raise  your  families.  Repentance  has  two  hands.  On  one  hand,  it's  a                 
turning  from.  On  the  other  hand,  it's  a  turning  towards.  There  is  that  problem-solution               
paradigm  and  the  solution  living  amidst  the  problem.  How  do  you  do  it?  You  live  in                 
repentance.  For  Jesus,  in  His  Jewish  world,  repentance  was  a  lifestyle.  Now  let's  not               
rush  ahead  and  say  He  was  without  sin.  This  idea  of  turning  from  and  turning  towards                 
God  doesn't  even  have  to  be  a  sin  issue.  It's  renewing  ourselves  in  the  things  that                 
matter.  

This  is  this  idea  that  the  10  days  of  awe  are  a  concentrated  period  of  repentance  is  spot                   
on.  I  know  Jesus  knew  that  and  He  honored  that  as  did  His  followers.  If  Yom  Kippur,  the                   
Day  of  Atonement,  working  back  10  days  to  the  day  of  blowing,  gives  perspective  to                
[unintelligible  00:35:50]  Then  Sukkot,  five  days  after,  informs  the  Day  of  Atonement.             
Right?  

Rosalind:    Yes.  

James: We're  moving  to  Sukkot,  I  hope  you  are  seeing  this  picture  clearly,  month               
seven,  day  one,  the  blowing.  10  days  later,  Yom  Kippur.  5  days  or  15  from  the  blowing,                  
the  beginning  of  Sukkot.  If  we  think  of  what  Sukkot  is,  it  gives  fresh  insight  to  the  Day  of                    
Atonement,   just   like   you   and   I   are   talking   about.  

Rosalind:    Great,   marvelous.  

James:    This   is   where   God   wants   us.  

Rosalind:    Right.   The   celebration,   the   feasts,   "Come   to   my   table."  
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James: That  is  the  key  command  of  the  festival  of  Tabernacles,  "You  shall  rejoice  in  my                 
feast."  

Rosalind:    Oh,   man,   you're   forcing   me   to   rejoice?  

James: Dwight,  has  a  message  called,  Rejoicing  is  Serious  Business.  He  says  it  with  a                
smile.  The  Day  of  Atonement,  I  have  one  other  observation  to  make  about  the  faith  of                 
Jesus.  The  reason  it's  plural,  as  I  mentioned  earlier  is  because  it  is  atonements  for  the                 
people  of  God.  I  mentioned  the  sorrowful  sound  of  the  shofar.  It  should  remind  us  that                 
people  are  without  faith  and  without  hope  because  they're  without  God.  That  should              
prick  us  daily.  It  also  is  a  mourning  for  the  state  of  the  people  of  God  because  they've                   
become  enculturated.  Even  the  church  can  become  captive  to  culture.  If  the  solution              
becomes   part   of   the   problem   then   what   hope   does   the   world   have?  

Judgment,  behold,  begins  with  the  household  of  faith.  The  Day  of  Atonement  is  not               
about  singular  introspection.  The  10  days  of  repentance  are  leading  to  a  corporate              
expression  of,  "Lord,  we  have  failed  in  your  high  divine  purposes.  Have  mercy  on  us                
according  to  your  steadfast  love."  Here  when  you  read  the  Psalms  you  read,  "Have               
mercy  on  Israel.  Restore  Jerusalem."  David,  especially  his  passion,  for  God's  purposes             
was   wrapped   up   in   the   people   of   God.   He   understood   that   was   the   hope   of   the   world.  

Rosalind:    So   good.   So   important.  

James: We  need  to  insert  ourselves  in  the  history  of  Israel  when  we  read  those  Psalms.                 
Even  penitent  prayers,  the  Psalms  are  so  helpful  for  us  here,  Judaism  has  prayers  of                
penitence  through  these  10  days,  and  on  Yom  Kippur.  They  can  be  very  helpful  if  they're                 
read  in  Jesus.  Completely  read  in  Jesus,  because  we  are  talking  about  the  faith  of                
Jesus   now,   which   Judaism   still   has   that   representation   of   the   best   of   Torah   and   tradition.  

The  corporate  people  of  God  afflicted  themselves  and  that's  all  the  text  says.  Fasting,               
the  sages  of  Israel  said,  is  the  biggest  type  of  affliction,  and  fasting  is  a  sign  up                  
mourning.  A  sign  of  appropriate  fear  and  reverence.  When  that  day  is  passed,  the  Lord                
says,  "Get  up,  clean  yourself,  anoint  yourself."  In  Judaism,  there's  no  washing,  there's              
no  anointing,  there's  no  eating,  there's  no  marital  relations.  It's  the  day  of  solemnity.               
Then  He  says,  "Get  up,  wash  yourself,  feed  yourself,  clothe  yourself  and  get  to  work  on                 
your   little   tabernacle."  

Rosalind: That's  so  helpful.  No  surprise,  God  knows  what  He's  doing.  I  feel  like  that,                
again,  that's  a  missing  component  of  moving  from  that  place  of  judgment,  of              
accountability,  of  like  you're  saying,  appropriate  fear  and  penitence  into  not  staying             
there   but   going   then   into   a   place   of   

rejoicing,  of  celebration,  of  the  what's  next,  and  the  next  leg  of  the  journey.  Often  we  fall,                  
just  like  you  were  saying,  we  skip  past  creation,  almost,  to  get  to  the  point  where  we                  
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come  on  the  scene,  we  stay  there,  we  tend  to  stay  there.  This  is  an  invitation  to  now                   
move   beyond   us   and   to   get   to   be   involved   in   part   of   the   solution   and   not   to   stay   stuck.  

James: Nice.  This  would  probably  be  a  good  time  to  pivot.  You  had  pointed  out  at  the                  
beginning  the  faith  of  Jesus,  faith  in  Jesus.  I  would  like  to  talk  now  about,  for  believers,                  
what   do   we   do   with   these   things?  

Rosalind: This  has  been  excellent  and  so  helpful.  I  can  really  see  the  pattern  in  Jesus'                 
life  of  the  Day  of  Atonement,  Yom  Kippur,  Rosh  Hashanah,  starting  with  the  Feast  of                
Trumpets.  I  would  really  like  to--  Let's  go  to  Sukkot  and  talk  a  little  more  about                 
Tabernacles.   Practically,   what   does   this   look   like   for   us?  

James:    That   was   the   one   that   was   most   electric   in   our   home,   was   it   not?  

Rosalind:    Definitely.  

James: Because  building  that  little  booth--  Again,  the  goal  is  to  just  build  a  temporary                
dwelling.  For  you  engineers  out  there,  it's  meant  to  almost  fall  over.  It's  temporary,  it                
gives  that  sense  that  it's  fragile,  because  the  whole  tabernacles  is  around  the  children  of                
Israel  dwelling  in  the  wilderness.  Rosalind,  that  sets  up  our  faith  in  Jesus.  Here's  why.                
We  look  at  the  dwelling  in  the  wilderness  as  the  great  failure  of  Israel.  We  even  call  it                   
wilderness   wanderings.   Very   pejorative.  

They  weren't  wandering,  there  was  a  tabernacle,  with  the  shekhinah  of  God  dwelling  in               
their  midst,  who  led  them  like  a  shepherd.  Their  clothes  never  wore  out,  their  shoes                
never  wore  out,  they  were  protected  from  their  enemy.  They  had  divine  provision.  God               
himself  looks  back  at  that  time,  lovingly,  as  a  time  of  first  love,  where  he  had  Israel  all  to                    
himself.  

Rosalind:    That's   a   paradigm   shift.  

James: It  sure  is.  It  goes  back  to  that  idea  of  judgment.  Does  he  judge  because  he's                  
angry  and  he  wants  to  somehow  rub  your  face  in  it,  or  does  he  judge  because  he  says,                   
"That  is  terrible  for  you.  Let  me  set  you  free"?  Free  to  what?  To  live  in  relationship  with                   
Him.  I'll  tell  you  personally,  Rosalind,  as  your  father  and  as  your  hovering,  I'll  tell  you                 
this,  living  free  is  not  easy.  I've  been  at  it  in  Jesus  for  over  30  years  and  living  free  is  a                      
daily  exercise  of  grace.  I'm  so  thankful  that  I  know  what  the  goal  is  so  that  I  can  apply                    
myself  to  rise  up  in  his  spirit  and  receive  everything  he's  done  for  me  and  put  it  to  work                    
by  faith  through  grace  and  see  what  God  wants  to  do.  Nowhere  is  this  exemplified  more                 
than   tabernacles.  

Let  me  go  through  the  items  that  are  associated  with  tabernacles.  First  and  foremost,               
there  is  this  commandment  to  celebrate  and  live  joyously  with  your  brothers  and  sisters               
in   the   presence   of   God.  

Rosalind:    Wonderful.  
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James: The  rabbi  say  you  haven't  seen  Jerusalem  unless  you've  seen  her  celebrating              
at   Sukkot.   I   can   imagine.  

Rosalind: I  can  imagine  too.  What  kind  of  God--?  That's  the  command.  Celebrate.              
Wow.   What   a   father.  

James: You  and  I've  been  to  Israel  and  we've  seen  them  rejoice,  whether  it's  Bar                
Mitzvah-  

Rosalind:    They   do   it   well.  

James: -or  it's  a  holy  day.  They  do.  They're  not  as  reserved  as  Westerners.  It's  a  call  to                   
get  out  of  our  shell.  Again,  remember,  this  is  collective.  This  is  with  your  people,  your                 
network.  So  much  fun  to  do.  It's  so  engaging  and  challenging.  First  and  foremost,  live                
joyously  with  your  God.  Remember  that  first  love  posture.  Remember  when  you  were              
first  saved,  born  again,  and  the  newness  of  it  all.  He  says,  one  of  the  ways  to  do  this,  I                     
want  you  to  build  this  little  temporary  dwelling  and  I  want  you  to  share  meals  there.  I                  
want  you  to  just  talk  about  my  word  and  study  my  word  there.  How  exciting  is  that?  This                   
is   found   in   Leviticus   23   and   Deuteronomy   16.   All   the   things   I'm   talking   about.  

Let  me  stop  for  a  minute.  The  significance  of  Leviticus  to  Deuteronomy  is  Deuteronomy,               
he's   saying   these   things   again   to   the   new   generation.  

Rosalind:    Reiterating.  

James: I  look  at  you  and  I  think  you're  a  new  generation.  These  things  aren't  for  old                  
people  that  have  money  and  are  retired  and  can  now  have  the  time  and  the  creativity  to                  
study  scripture  in  fresh  new  ways.  Now,  I'm  glad  to  be  numbered  amongst--  I  turned  60                 
this  year.  I'm  fine.  I  love  the  fact  that  we  are  rediscovering  at  all  ages,  but  I  don't  want                    
the  younger  generation  to  think  this  is  simply  something  the  older  generation  is  into.  It's                
a  fresh  word.  Exciting  things  are  happening.  I'm  going  to  share  that  with  you  hovering  in                 
the  months  ahead,  exciting  things  happening  in  youth  ministry  and  among  this             
generation.  

Rosalind:    I   receive   that.  

James: Leviticus  23,  Deuteronomy  16,  celebrate  and  live  joyously  before  God.  Build             
and  dwell  in  booths,  and  collect  the  four  species.  Now,  Jewish  tradition  has  a  lot  of                 
really  interesting  and  curious  things  about  these  four  species.  First,  before  we  were              
even  to  go  there,  again,  we're  talking  about  our  faith  in  Jesus,  it  harkens  us  back  to                  
creation.  Each  of  the  pilgrim  feasts  has  a  harvest  associated  with  it  because  God  is                
provider.   That's   where   he   wants   us   at   tabernacles,   to   realize   that   he   is   our   provider.  

My  personal  discipline  these  10  Days  of  Awe  is  I'm  reading  Matthew  five  through  seven                
every  day  as  the  Lord  enables  me.  Right  there,  Jesus  says,  "Don't  take  any  thought                
about  what  you're  going  to  eat,  drink,  where  you're  going  to  live.  Don't  worry."  That's                
kind  of  a  pagan  religion.  He  says,  "Just  consider  the  birds  of  the  air,  creation.  God  takes                  
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care  of  his  own."  That's  the  way  to  get  unselved  from  the  anxiety  that  accumulates  in                 
our  lives  around  our  retirement,  our  income,  where  we're  going  to  live,  who  we're  going                
to  marry,  who's  going  to  be  president,  what's  going  to  happen  in  a  global  scale.  All  these                  
things   are   pressing   in   on   us.  

When  someone  asked  me,  "Do  you  think  evil  is  worse  now  than  it  was  a  thousand  years                  
ago?"  I  said,  "I  don't  know,  but  it  has  better  delivery  systems  than  it  ever  has."  Part  of                   
that  is  the  constant  stream  of  information  and  misinformation  and  propaganda  that             
creates  fear  and  anxiety  in  us,  and  we  can't  live  free  that  way.  To  go  into  the  booth  is  a                     
sign  of  God's  protection.  To  gather  the  four  species  is  a  sign  of  His  provision.  To  live                  
joyously  before  him  is  a  sign  of  his  guidance.  Those  are  the  three  pillars  of  a  good                  
shepherd.   To   protect,   provide,   guide.  

Our  faith  in  Jesus  as  Good  Shepherd  is  energized  here.  Our  texts  just  come  to  your                 
mind,  "I'll  never  leave  you,  I'll  never  forsake  you.  In  this  world,  you  have  trouble.  Take                 
heart,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  Boom.  The  Masters's  words  are  the  sounds  of  the                
shofar  in  the  New  Covenant.  They  recreate,  they  wake  the  dead,  they  call  the  people  of                 
God  to  arms.  They  create  a  fear  of  God  in  a  morning  in  us  for  the  state  of  the  world  and                      
the   state   of   the   church.   They   call   us   to   judgment   and   they   call   us   to   rejoice.  

Rosalind:    I'm   speechless.   That's   powerful,   beautiful,   good   stuff.  

James: Wait,  there's  more.  You  remember  in  Passover  and  Pentecost--  I'm  passionate             
about  this  and  hovering  hear  my  heart.  Jesus  died.  Jesus  was  raised  during  Passover,               
yet  the  purpose,  the  ultimate  goal  was  Pentecost,  where  the  spirit  would  come  back  to                
its  rightful  temple.  Jesus  has  rebuilt  the  temple  of  God.  "Know  you  not  that  you  are  the                  
temple   of   the   living   God?"   You   are   living   stones   knit   together   as   a   holy   habitation.  

This  being  filled  with  the  Spirit  was  the  life  of  Jesus  and  it's  the  inheritance  he  gives  his                   
people  now  because  on  the  last  and  great  day  of  the  Feast,  do  you  remember  I  said,                  
God  is  having  such  a  good  time,  this  is  the  sages  of  Israel,  for  seven  days,  booth  living,                   
gathering  species,  talking  and  celebrating  with  each  other,  his  presence.  He  says,  "Let's              
do  it  one  more  day.  Shemini  Atzeret  is  that  eighth  and  greatest  day  of  the  Feast.  John                  
says  specifically  in  Chapter  7  that  that's  the  moment  during  the  water  drawing              
ceremony,  they  bring  it  up  from  the  pool  of  Siloam  and  in  great  celebration  and  pomp                 
and  circumstance  and  solemnity  they  would  bring  up  the  living  water  to  pour  with  wine                
on   the   alter.  

Jesus  seized  the  day,  seized  the  moment,  seized  the  commands  of  God,  and  embodied               
them  like  he  always  does.  He  says,  "Any  of  you  who  thirst,  come  to  me.  I  am  the  source                    
of  living  water."  That  water  will  be  in  you  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  eternal  life.                   
Well,  if  you  have  the  well  in  you,  you've  got  the  eternal  life,  right?  What's  the  purpose  of                   
it  springing  up?  Pouring  out  on  a  parched  world.  Jesus  connected  Sukkot  with  the  work                
of  the  Spirit  in  order  to  remind  us  our  faith  in  him  is  this  problem's  solution,  solution                  
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amidst  the  problem,  and  now  we  need  his  spirit  and  there  are  things  we  do  that  grieve                  
his   spirit.  

I'm  going  to  quickly  go  backwards  now  to  the  Day  of  Atonement  and  backwards  to  the                 
Feast  of  Trumpets  for  our  faith  in  Jesus  for  just  a  moment.  Then  I  have  one  more                  
amazing  picture  that  Sukkot  teaches  our  faith  in  Jesus.  Then  maybe  we'll  rustle  a  little                
bit  with  some  practical  ways  to  express  this,  especially  in  your  home  and  faith               
communities.  "Come  to  m  all  you  who  are  thirsty,  and  I'll  give  you  everlasting  water  to                 
drink."  Not  the  first  time  he  said  that  or  did  that  in  his  life.  Here's  in  Jesus  why  I  think                     
Yom   Kippur's   so   important   and   we   can   kind   of   miss   it.  

We  know  that  the  Passover  lamb  was  slain.  By  way  of  that  blood,  the  narrow  gate,  we                  
enter  into  eternal  life.  We  die.  We're  raised  not  only  in  a  future  hope  that's  set  for  us,  but                    
that   hope   is   being   activated   now.   Right?  

Rosalind:    Right.  

James: What  we  fail  to  realize  is  the  blood  of  Jesus  has  an  ongoing  sprinkling  power                 
that  is  testified  to  by  the  tabernacle  and  the  temple.  The  Passover  sacrifice  happened  in                
the  temple,  yet  every  day  before  it  and  every  day  after  it,  morning  and  evening,                
sacrifices  went  up  before  God,  blood  sacrifices,  because  we  have  an  ongoing  need  for               
purification.  The  writer  of  Hebrews  knows  this.  He  so  powerfully  in  chapter  five  outlines               
it  for  us  that  Jesus  goes  into  that  heavenly  tabernacle  about  which  everything  else  is  a                 
pattern   or   a   shadow   that   doesn't   devalue   it,   that's   to   lead   us   upstream   to   the   reality.  

He's  still  sprinkling  that  blood.  When  we  ask  for  forgiveness,  it's  freshly  applied.  You               
can't  be  a  priest  or  a  priestess  of  the  kingdom  of  God  without  the  sprinkling  of  blood.                  
Our  sacrifices  can't  be  acceptable  to  God  without  the  sprinkling  of  blood.  There  is  this                
ongoing  dynamic.  Peter  says  in  his  first  little  letter  that  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of                 
Jesus  gives  us  the  power  to  obey.  It  makes  purification  of  our  earthly  tabernacle  so  that                 
the  spirit  can  dwell  in  us.  Isn't  ultimately  that  the  picture  of  Tabernacles?  Jesus  says,                
"Abide   in   me-"  

Rosalind:    I   in   you.  

James: Wow.  We  come  out  and  into  him  and  he  comes  into  us  and  the  life  we  live                   
together,  we  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  who  loves  us  and  has  given  himself  for  us.                    
That  leads  us  to  the  last  image  that  I  want  to  portray  for  Tabernacles.  Interestingly,  bulls                 
were  offered  as  a  sacrifice,  starting  with  day  1,  14,  and  every  day  they  decreased  by  1,                  
13.   Day   three,   12.   Are   you   following?  

Rosalind:    Yes.  

James: Day  four,  11,  until  it  runs  its  cycle.  The  total  of  bulls  sacrificed  is  70.  70  is  the                    
biblical  number  for  nations,  the  totality  of  the  nations.  Remember,  even  Tabernacles,             
seventh  day.  Remember  seven  is  wholeness,  completeness,  but  it's  also  the  telos,  goal,              
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or  purpose.  The  purpose  of  our  salvation  is  missional.  The  secret  to  growing  in  faith  is  to                  
be  other-oriented.  God-centered,  other-oriented.  That's  the  way  we  get  out  of  every  jam,              
every  sin,  every  anxiety,  every  burden.  We  get  recentered,  God  in  the  middle,  and  he                
causes   our   life   to   flow   out   on   the   lives   of   others.   It's   interesting.  

The  sages  of  Israel  say  when  those  books  of  life  and  death  are  open,  this  is  the                  
question  God  asks,  "What  did  you  do  with  the  life  I  gave  you?"  I  don't  know  about  you,                   
but  don't  you  find  that  more  helpful  than,  "Okay,  I'm  going  to--  Oh,  you  said  that.  Oh,  you                   
thought  that,  Oh,  you  did  that."  That's  the  way  we  keep  score  of  ourselves  and  the  way                  
we  keep  score  of  others.  Careful,  that  measure  because  that's  not  the  way  we  want  to                 
measure   it   out   or   be   measured   to   us.  

I  find  that  powerful,  whether  you  agree  or  not.  What  did  you  do  with  the  life  I  gave  you?                    
That  question,  to  me,  motivates  turning  from,  turning  towards.  We  have  the  day  of               
blowing,  Day  of  Atonements.  We  have  Sukkot,  and  then  of  course,  the  resetting  of  the                
Torah  reading  schedule,  Simchat  Torah,  which  was  added,  but  what  a  logical  time  to  do                
it.   It's   kind   of   genius   by   the   sages   of   Israel.  

Rosalind:    Those   connections   are   excellent.  

James: What  about  you,  haverim?  Have  you  practiced  some  of  these  things?  You  can               
write  me  at  thecenter@jcstudies.com.  Tell  Rosalind  and  I  what  kind  of  things  you  do               
during  the  high  Holydays.  Again,  we're  number  seven.  What  are  some  things  you  do  to                
just  think  about  and  honor  Yom  Kippur?  What  are  some  things  you  do  to  honor  and                 
think  about  Sukkot?  Not  only  the  faith  of  Jesus  but  our  faith  in  Jesus?  We'd  love  to  hear                   
from  you.  I'd  take  your  questions.  Mainly,  we  practice  these  at  the  blowing  and  try  to                 
teach   the   main   thing.  

Here's  the  point.  I'll  back  up  here  because  this  is  important.  You  can  get  caught  up  in                  
the   accouterments   and   everyone   goes,   "That   was   really   great,   but   what   was   it?"  

Rosalind:    Right?   What's   the   point?  

James: What's  the  point?  I  think  we  want  to  keep  the  main  thing  the  main  thing.  It  is  a                    
re-celebration  of  Passover  and  Pentecost  beginning  with  creation.  It's  a  total  celebration             
of  who  God  is  and  what  is  he  doing  on  earth,  and  our  participation  in  that.  The  blowing                   
of  the  shofar,  the  remembering  of  the  biblical  narrative  in  our  place  in  it  for  10  days,  the                   
quiet  in  our  hearts,  the  doing  business  with  God,  but  don't  miss  this,  the  plotting  your                 
way  forward,  as  well  as  working  through  the  past.  Then  into  that  joyous  feast  of                
Tabernacles.  

Now,  Rosalind,  often  people  say  to  me,  "Passover  is  fulfilled.  Pentecost  is  fulfilled.              
Tabernacles  is  not  fulfilled."  Very  easy  paradigm  and  it  has  a  truth  about  it,  but  it's                 
flawed  in  the  simplistic  statement.  There  is  a  future  for  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles.               
Zechariah  14  points  that  out,  but  understand  that  everything  in  God's  economy,  the              
future  is  made  present  to  his  people.  Our  hope  is  hidden  with  Jesus  and  he  tells  us  to                   
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draw  upon  us.  Jesus  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  father,  but  he  tells  us  to  practice                    
his  presence.  God  gives  the  spirit  now,  the  kingdom  is  now.  Yes,  there's  more  to  come,                 
but  we  can't  be  concerned  with  that  because  it's  immobilizing  or  it  takes  us  off  into                 
flights   of   fancy   and   speculation.  

Like  I  said  at  the  beginning,  and  you  actually  framed  this  good,  the  church  doesn't  know                 
much  about  this  because  it's  tough  stuff.  It's  about  our  discipleship  today.  The  Feast  of                
Tabernacles  has  been  fulfilled  in  Jesus,  where  he  bids  us  to  dwell  in  him  and  him  in  us.                   
Like  kingdom,  it  has  a  future  consummation,  and  that's  those  70  bulls.  That  high  priest                
water  ceremony  testified  powerfully  that  we  have  a  seat  at  the  King's  table  and  a  role  in                  
daddy's   redemptive   business.  

Whatever  you  use  to  help  engage  your  communities  and  your  families  and  these  things,               
help   them   see   the   big   picture   of   Passover,   Pentecost,   Tabernacles   as   the   story   of   God.  

Rosalind: So  good.  So  good.  I  don't  have  much  to  add.  I  would  just  encourage  us  that                  
this  is  not  about  legalism.  Again,  this  is  not  about  doing  certain  things.  It's  about  the                 
creativity  to  engage  and  enter  and,  like  you  said,  Keep  the  main  thing  the  main  thing.  To                  
see  God's  big  picture,  the  story,  our  place  in  it,  to  keep  it  others-oriented.  There  are                 
simple,  simple  things  we  can  do  as  a  family,  that  I  can  do  as  a  single  person  in  my  own                     
home,  that  we  can  do  in  our  faith  communities  that  is  not  about  dotting  the  Is  and                  
crossing  the  Ts  but  is  just  about  reimagining  what  it  might  be  for  us  to  enter  into  that                   
story  and  to  keep  up  some  of  these  traditions  alive.  To  use  that  to  remind  ourselves  and                  
to   teach   others   what   this   looks   like   and   what   it's   all   about.  

James: Brilliant.  It  reminds  me  of  the  priestly  blessing  class  we  just  did.  Look  in  the                 
mirror  and  speak  the  priestly  blessing  and  realize  that  our  father  is  doing  that  over  us.  At                  
our   core,   our   identity   is   we   are   sons   and   daughters   of   the   most   high   God.   Live   like   it.  

Rosalind:    Live   like   it.   What   a   birthright,   what   an   inheritance.  

James:    Glory   to   the   Father   through   Jesus   our   Lord   by   His   Spirit.  

[01:01:09]   [END   OF   AUDIO]  
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