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Claire:  We  are  really  happy  to  have  you  with  us  today            
as  we  continue  our  study  of  the  Gospels  of  Mark,           
Matthew,  and  Luke.  Today  we  want  to  walk  with  Mark.           
We  want  to  get  to  know  Mark  better  and  try  to  find  out              
who  he  is  and  what  is  interesting  to  his  community  and            
what  are  they  experiencing.  We're  going  to  begin  at  the           
beginning,  we're  going  to  ask  questions  like  why  was          
Mark  written?  What  kinds  of  problems  did  they  face?          
Some  of  the  problems  that  were  faced  by  Mark's          
community  or  faced  by  many  communities  in  the  New          
Testament  world  in  the  first  century.  For  example,  we          
know   that   sayings   of   Jesus   existed.  
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We  talked  about  this  in  a  previous  session  that  sayings  of  Jesus  existed  and  were                
floating  around,  but  sometimes  they  weren't  being  followed.  They  were  being            
misinterpreted.  In  1  Corinthians  11  Paul  writes  about  how  he  gave  instruction  to  the               
church  at  Corinth  about  how  to  have  communion,  but  they  are  not  following  the               
instructions  that  he  gave.  Then  he  gives  again  what  Jesus  said  at  the  last  supper.  There                 
are  sayings  of  Jesus  that  need  to  be  placed  in  context  and  in  a  narration  that  helps                  
guide  the  churches  about  how  to  live  their  life  as  followers  of  Jesus.  That's  one  danger                 
that   was   facing   them.  

Another  is  that  people  were  misinterpreting  Jesus  all  the  time.  In  the  world  of  the  first                 
century  in  what  we  call  the  Greco-Roman  world,  people  were  saying  that  Jesus  was  a                
magician.  That  he  healed,  everyone  recognized  he  was  a  healer.  The  Pharisees  and  the               
Rabbis  knew  Jesus  could  heal.  We  see  that  reflected  in  the  Talmud.  The  pagans  in                
Ephesus  knew  Jesus  could  heal.  We  see  that  reflected  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles                
where  this  one  exorcist  tries  to  cast  out  demons  in  the  name  of  Jesus  and  then  the                  
demons  say,  "Well,  we  know  Jesus  and  we  know  Paul,  but  we  don't  know  you."                
Remember   this   story   from   Acts   19.  

The  world  was  thinking  of  Jesus  as  a  magician  and  not  as  the  son  of  God  and  savior                   
and  misinterpretations  of  who  he  was  existed.  We  see,  of  course,  Simon  Magus  in  Acts                
8  trying  to  buy  the  ability  to  deliver  people  or  to  receive  the  Holy  Spirit.  We  understand                  
that  there  were  distortions  and  misinterpretations  of  who  Jesus  was,  that  there  were              
sayings  of  Jesus  that  were  being  abused  and  misused.  Some  people  just  dismissed              
Jesus  as  a  philosopher  and  lost  the  heart  of  who  he  was  as  son  of  God  and  Messiah.                   
There  were  those  dangerous  to  the  communities.  As  we  read  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  we're                
going   to   become   more   sensitive   to   those.  

In  addition,  the  community  is  suffering  persecution,  the  church  expected  that  the  Lord              
would  come  back  right  away,  that  there  would  be  within  a  generation  a  return  of  the                 
Lord.  Instead,  we  find  that  people  are  being  put  to  death.  We  see  this  reflected  already                 
in  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  in  1  Thessalonians  4  where  he  has  to  talk  about                 
the  fact  that  some  people  have  died  and  Jesus  hasn't  come  back  and  it's  as  though  for                  
the  first  time  Paul  is  thinking  about  that.  He's  faced  with  a  question  of  what  will  happen                  
to  people  who  die  before  Jesus  comes  back.  Do  they  rise  at  the  second  coming?  Are                 
they   part   of   the   community?   He   answers   that   question   for   them.  

We  see  that  people  are  being  persecuted  and  put  to  death.  We  talked  about  the  death                 
of  the  beloved  disciple  in  John  21  and  the  fact  that  Peter  himself  would  go  off  to  be                   
martyred.  Jesus  had  promised  that  he  would  come  and  glory  and  that  he  would  return                
and  rule,  but  the  experience  of  crisis  and  persecution  was  disheartening  for  believers.              
The  Gospel  of  Mark  is  going  to  address  that  through  the  words  of  Jesus.  A  community                 

2  



of  suffering,  a  community  that  is  persecuted  and  that'll  be  a  driving  thrust  in  this  gospel.                 
Then,  of  course,  the  delay  of  the  second  coming  was  a  crisis  for  everybody.  Did  they  not                  
understand  when  he  said--  he  predicted  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the             
destruction   of   the   temple.  

Either  it  is  about  to  happen  when  the  Gospel  of  Mark  is  written  Jerusalem  is  besieged  or                  
it  has  just  happened  and  the  temple  has  been  destroyed  —  yet  where  is  he?  Why  isn't                  
he  back?  This  was  supposed  to  be  the  sign.  Did  they  misunderstand  that  prediction?               
That  prediction  was  something  that  Jesus  so  clearly  said  that  it  appears  in  his  trial  in  all                  
four  Gospels,  all  four  Gospels  say  he  predicted  the  destruction  and  this  was  tantamount               
to  blasphemy  against  the  temple.  It  was  clearly  used  as  a  time  marker  for  the  early                 
community   and   they   thought   that   Jesus   would   come.   How   did   they   misunderstand   it?  

Mark's  gospel  wants  to  address  the  eschatology,  the  apocalyptic  expectations  of  their             
community  in  light  of  the  delay  of  the  second  coming  of  Jesus,  which  we're  still  waiting                 
for.  It  shows  us  that  we  don't  always  understand  the  signs  when  they're  happening  and                
we  just  don't  know  the  date  of  the  end.  Mark's  gospel  is  being  written  in  an  environment                  
in  which  all  these  crises  are  happening  and  it's  clear  that  the  gospels  need  to  be  written                  
as  we've  talked  about  in  our  previous  sessions.  He  begins  to  set  out  to  do  just  that.  As                   
we  approach  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  I  want  us  first  to  start  with  an  outline,  because  if  we're                   
going   to   study   a   book   we   might   as   well   have   an   outline.  

The  outline  of  Mark  is  so  easy  and  so  simple.  It's  not  my  outline.  It's  an  outline                  
suggested  by  Neil  Flanagan,  who  wrote  a  book  called Mark , Matthew  and  Luke:  A               
Guide  to  the  Gospel  Parallels. Now  the Gospel  Parallels  is  the  book  that  we've  been                
looking  at  as  we  work  through  our  own  course  this  time.  The  Gospel  Parallels  has  a                 
companion  volume  by  Neil  Flanagan,  which  talks  about  how  to  underline  and  compare              
and  discern  the  messages  of  the  various  gospels.  I  have  to  say  that  Neil  Flanagan  was                 
my  teacher  back  in  graduate  school  and  he  is  the  one  who  inspired  me  to  recognize  the                  
amazing  inspiration  and  artistry  and  complexity  of  the  gospels  and  the  gospel  writers  to               
appreciate   each   one   of   them   as   an   individual.  

Neil  Flanagan  also  directed  my  master's  thesis  on  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  now  he's                 
gone  home  to  be  with  the  Lord,  but  published  by  Neil's  works  are  published  by  the                 
Liturgical  Press.  Throckmorton  is  by  Thomas  Nelson  and  the  two  things  together  are  a               
study  that  you  could  work  on  at  home  to  further  explore  the  synoptic  gospels.  Reference                
work  and  guidebook.  Well,  if  Neil  gives  the  easiest  outline  and  he  bases  it  on  Mark  1:1                  
where  I'm  turning  right  now  and  Mark  says  at  the  top  of  his  gospel--  Oh,  sorry,  for  the                   
moment,  "the  beginning  of  the  good  news,  the  beginning  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,                
the  son  of  God."  Now,  of  course,  we're  going  to  step  back  and  we're  going  to  say  the                   

3  



beginning  of  the  gospel  or  the  good  news  of  Jesus,  the  Messiah,  the  son  of  God,                 
because   I   know   it's   going   to   be   a   shock   to   some   people,   but   Christ   is   not   his   last   name.  

Christ  is  the  Greek  word  Christos  and  it's  the  translation  into  Greek  of  the  Hebrew  word                 
Messiah.  Christos  means  anointed  one.  Mashiach  or  Messiah  means  anointed  one.            
When  we  say  Jesus  Christ  in  English  we're  really  saying  Jesus  the  Messiah  and  the                
Messiah  is  a  title.  It's  a  title  that's  filled  with  great  expectation  in  Jewish  religious                
experience.  It's  a  title  that  is  given  to  Jesus  at  the  beginning  of  Mark's  gospel,  followed                 
by  the  son  of  God,  another  major  title  from  the  Old  Testament  from  the  Hebrew  Bible                 
pertaining  to  a  specific  individual  and  their  role  to  play  in  the  history  of  Israel  and  in                  
salvation   history.  

The  beginning  of  the  good  news  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  the  son  of  God,  notice  that  it's                  
not  the  entirety  of  the  good  news  of  Jesus  of  the  Messiah  or  the  final  word  on  the  good                    
news  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  but  the  beginning  as  though.  understands  that  something              
here  is  begun  by  Jesus,  but  it's  continuing  on  in  the  lives  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  and  in                    
their  communities  of  faith.  The  good  news  of  Jesus  hasn't  ended,  the  good  news  of                
Jesus  gains  momentum,  self  propagates  and  spreads  throughout  the  world.  This  is  only              
the  beginning,  this  is  a  place  to  start  but  it's  not  the  conclusion.  Our  lives  are  part  of  the                    
conclusion.  This  word  gospel  as  we  said  in  our  very  first  session,  gospels  are  a  new                 
kind  of  writing.  When  Mark  chooses  this  word  gospel,  he  does  it  quite  purposely,  most                
everything   that   happens   in   a   gospel   is   on   purpose   not   by   accident.  

He  is  referring  back  to  Isaiah  52:7-10  which  I'm  going  to  read  to  you  right  now.  Isaiah                  
52:7-10,  Gospel,  Evangelion,  the  good  news  in  Greek  is  taken  from  the  Septuagint  from               
the  Greek  translation  of  Isaiah  52.  You  remember  this  verse.  "How  beautiful  upon  the               
mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  who  brings  good  news,  who  publishes  peace,  who  brings                
good  tidings  of  good,  who  publishes  salvation,  who  says  to  Zion,  "Your  God  reigns.  Hark                
your  watchmen  lift  up  their  voice.  Together  they  sing  for  joy  for  eye-to-eye  they  see  the                 
return  of  the  Lord  to  Zion.  Break  forth  into  singing  you  waste  places  of  Jerusalem,  for                 
the  Lord  has  comforted  his  people.  He  has  redeemed  Jerusalem.  The  Lord  has  bared               
his  holy  arm  before  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  see  the                     
salvation   of   our   God."  

Mark  connected  this  prophecy  from  Isaiah  52  which  is  part  of  the  great  cycle  of  the                 
servant  of  the  Lord,  and  he  recognized  in  Jesus  the  fulfillment  of  the  person  who  brings                 
good  news,  who  proclaims  God's  reign,  who  brings  peace  that  this  has  been  realized  in                
Jesus.  By  choosing  this  word  from  the  Greek  Old  Testament  and  applying  it  to  Jesus,  he                 
launches  a  new  genre,  a  new  way  of  talking  about  God's  saving  action  in  history  that                 
Jesus  is  the  one  in  whom  the  hopes  and  the  prophecies  of  Israel  are  realized.  He                 
begins  at  the  beginning  of  his  gospel  by  saying,  "This  is  just  the  beginning,  it's  the  good                  
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news  that  Isaiah  prophesied  would  happen.  The  good  news  is  recognized  or  it  is               
happening   in   Jesus."   We   give   to   Jesus   two   titles,   Messiah   and   Son   of   God.  

These  titles  are  confessions  of  faith.  It's  like  we  have  the  Apostles  Creed,  "I  believe  in                 
God  the  Father  Almighty--"  et  cetera.  Those  are  statements  of  faith.  When  you  take  a                
title  and  you  apply  it  to  Jesus,  it's  a  statement  of  faith.  That's  how  they  confessed  and                  
professed  Jesus,  and  how  we  do  today.  Well,  this  opening  verse  creates  great              
expectations  in  the  hearts  of  the  readers,  because  the  hearts  of  the  readers  are  looking                
to  hear  how  Mark  will  prove  to  us  that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah,  and  how  he  will  prove  to  us                     
that  he  is  the  son  of  God  and  how  those  things  will  be  manifested  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  It's                     
a  little  tricky  because  paradoxically,  the  one  that  Mark  is  saying  is  Messiah  and  Son  of                 
God,   is   an   executed   criminal,   put   to   death   by   Rome   for   treason.  

The  titles  Messiah  and  Son  of  God,  they  don't  lead  us  to  expect  such  a  catastrophic                 
traumatic  event  should  happen  to  the  Messiah,  the  son  of  God.  So  part  of  the  gospel  is                  
going  to  grapple  with  this  paradox,  this  crisis,  this  unexpected  event  of  Jesus's  suffering               
and  death  leading  to  his  resurrection.  It's  going  to  try  to  reconcile  for  us  how  he  can  be                   
Messiah  and  Son  of  God  and  still  be  a  suffering  son  of  man.  Now  part  one  of  the  Gospel                    
as  we  look  at  our  outline,  part  one  of  the  gospel  goes  from  chapter  1:1-  8:29.  This  is  the                    
revelation   of   Jesus   the   Messiah.  

Within  this  first  half  of  the  book,  Mark  will  work  very  conscientiously  to  bring  us  to  a                  
conclusion  about  the  identity  of  Jesus.  In  fact,  within  that  first  half  of  the  book,  he'll                 
tease  at  us  the  very  question  because  as  the  disciples  follow  Jesus  and  they  walk  on                 
this  growing  revelation  of  who  Jesus  is  by  his  works  and  his  deeds,  they're  going  to  be                  
on  a  journey  of  revelation,  on  a  journey  of  faith  and  the  readers  are  going  to  go  on  that                    
walk  with  them.  They're  going  to  journey  with  them.  In  4:41  as  Jesus  is  doing  all  these                  
great  miracles  and  healing  and  delivering  and  everything,  the  crowd  turns  to  each  other               
and   they   articulate   the   very   question   Mark   wants   them   to   ask,   "Who   then   is   this?"  

That's  the  question  that  we're  asking,  "Who  then  is  this  that  even  the  wind's  and  the                 
waves  obey  him?  Where  did  this  man  get  this  authority?  Who  is  this?"  The  answer  will                 
come  to  this  question  at  the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  gospel  in  Mark  8:29,  when  Jesus                    
takes  the  disciples  apart  to  Caesarea  Philippi  and  he  says,  "Now  we've  been  together               
for  eight  chapters."  He  doesn't  say  it  quite  like  that.  We've  gone  on  this  walk,  we've                 
been  on  this  journey.  Who  do  you  think  that  I  am?  Who  do  men  say  that  I  am,  who  do                     
you  think  that  I  am?"  The  light  bulb  goes  on  over  Peter's  head  and  he  says,  "Oh,  I  get  it.                     
You're   the   Messiah."  

We're  going  to  look  at  this  passage  of  course  closely  in  a  little  bit  but  all  of  what  has                    
preceded  in  those  eight  chapters  has  led  to  this  revelation,  "You  are  the  Messiah."  Well,                
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that  is  the  right  answer,  give  the  boy  a  gold  star.  Then  Jesus  proceeds  to  define  for                  
them  what  kind  of  a  Messiah  he  is,  and  it  is  not  to  their  liking.  In  the  second  half  of  the                      
gospel  from  chapter  8:30  until  chapter  16:8.  We  have  the  revelation  of  the  Son  of  God                 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  question  that  the  reader  asks  as  the  disciples  are                  
walking  with  Jesus  and  he's  teaching  them,  the  question  for  us  as  readers  is,  "What                
kind   of   Messiah   is   he?"  

Jesus  will  define  his  messianic  identity  with  two  motifs  from  the  Old  Testament,  that  of                
the  suffering  servant  of  Isaiah,  and  that  of  the  son  of  man  of  Daniel.  Jesus  will  reveal                  
himself  as  a  suffering  son  of  man,  and  we'll  look  at  that  very  carefully  as  we  look  at  the                    
second  half  of  the  gospel.  Jesus  had  an  uphill  battle.  The  idea  of  a  suffering  Messiah,  a                  
suffering  son  of  man  was  not  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his  followers.  It  was  not  the                   
common  Jewish  expectation  of  his  time.  What  did  people  expect  the  Messiah  to  do?               
They  expected  him  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  overthrow  the  Romans,  reestablished             
political  independence  and  secure  the  Land  of  Israel,  secure  the  Jewish  people.  They              
had  expectations  that  were  political  and  having  to  do  with  their  own  immediate  destiny               
and   welfare.  

Jesus  is  not  that  kind  of  Messiah.  They  certainly  didn't  expect  a  suffering  Messiah  and                
we  understand  how  profoundly  difficult  it  was  for  the  Jewish  followers  of  Jesus  to               
embrace  his  identity  as  a  suffering  Messiah.  When  we  look  at  Luke  chapter  24  when                
Jesus  has  risen  from  the  dead  and  post-resurrection,  he  is  meeting  with  the  disciples,               
he  eats  with  them.  He  has  multiple  encounters  with  him  for  at  least  40  days.  Luke  gives                  
us  this  very  self-aware  statement  in  Luke  24:44  and  following.  He  says,  "These  are  my                
words  which  I  spoke  to  you  while  I  was  still  with  you.  Before  my  crucifixion,  we  shared                  
about   these   things.  

Everything  written  about  me  in  the  law  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  and  the  Psalms  must                 
be  fulfilled."  s  challenging  as  hard  for  them  to  accept  as  his  suffering  and  death  was--  it                  
was  predicted  in  the  law  of  Moses,  in  the  prophets,  in  the  Psalms.  It's  with  Scripture,  not                  
out  of  Scripture.  Then  it  says,  "Then  He  opened  their  minds  to  understand  the               
scriptures."  Their  ability  to  come  to  grips  with  a  suffering  Messiah  did  not  happen  until                
after  the  resurrection.  It  was  as  though  he  had  taught  them  this  over  and  over  and  over                  
again  but  they  could  not  understand  it  until  He  rose,  fills  them  with  the  spirit,  fills  them                  
with   understanding.  

He  said  to  them,  "Thus  it  is  written,  that  the  Messiah  should  suffer,  and  on  the  third  day,                   
rise  from  the  dead  and  that  repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins  should  be  preached  in                
His  name  to  all  nations,  beginning  from  Jerusalem,  a  suffering  Messiah  who  would  bring               
salvation  to  all  humanity  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  would  go  forth  from  Jerusalem."  We                 
see  in  Luke's  account,  this  real  acknowledgment  that  it  was  a  process  for  the  earliest                
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Jewish  followers  of  Jesus  to  come  to  grips  with  the  fact  that  He  would  suffer,  He  would                  
die,  He  would  rise.  I  think  that  when  we  read  Scripture,  we  should  have  the  same  type                  
of  proviso  in  our  mind  about  predictive  prophecies  when  we're  dealing  with  eschatology              
and   apocalyptic   and   things   like   that.  

We  look  at  how  Luke  talks.  After  the  fact,  their  minds  are  open  to  the  fulfillment.  For                  
example,  if  we  think  about  Acts  2  and  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  day  of                   
Pentecost.  Peter  gets  up  and  he  gives  a  sermon.  This  is  to  fulfill  what  Joel  wrote  and                  
Joel  2,  "Your  sons  and  daughters  will  prophesy,"  et  cetera.  Well,  I  don't  think  that  the                 
disciples  sitting  together  used  to  read  Joel  2  and  say,  One  day  there  will  be  the  sound  of                   
a  rushing  mighty  wind.  We'll  have  tons  of  fire  over  our  heads.  We'll  all  go  speak  other                  
languages."  That  is  what  Joel  is  talking  about.  They  didn't  understand  it.  They  didn't               
understand  that  Isaiah  52-53,  applied  to  the  Messiah,  the  suffering  Lamb  of  God,  until               
after   the   death   of   Jesus.  

Then  they  searched  the  Scripture.  They  didn't  realize  that  Deuteronomy  18:15  applies  to              
Jesus  until  after  the  fact.  God  would  move  and  then  they  would  search  the  Scripture,                
which  for  them  was  the  Old  Testament,  the  Hebrew  Bible,  or  if  they  were  reading  it  in                  
Greek,  the  Greek  Old  Testament.  They  had  to  have  the  Holy  Spirit  enlighten  them  to                
understand  what  the  Scripture  was  talking  about  after  the  events  had  to  happen.  We               
can  sit  around  and  try  to  predict  the  future  but  most  of  our  predictions  of  the  future  are                   
just  speculation.  When  it  happens,  we'll  recognize  it  and  we'll  find  the  confirmation  in               
Scripture   to   help   explain   it.   That   seems   to   be   the   process   that   happens.  

We're  talking  about  part  two  of  the  outline  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark.  Just  as  we  have  a                   
question,  what  kind  of  Messiah?  A  suffering  Messiah?  Part  Two  also  concludes  with  a               
confession.  Part  One  concluded  with  the  confession  of  Peter,  "You  are  the  Messiah."              
Part  Two  concludes  with  a  confession  of  the  Centurion  at  the  cross.  As  Jesus  hangs  on                 
the  cross,  executed  by  Rome,  looking  like  a  criminal,  bloody  and  dead,  the  Centurion,  a                
Gentile,  not  a  Jew,  looks  at  this  man  and  looks  at  him  in  his  moment  of  abject                  
humiliation  and  says,  "Certainly,  this  is  the  Son  of  God."  What  does  Mark  want  us  to                 
understand?  For  us  to  come  fully  to  grips  with  Jesus's  identity  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  to                   
come   fully   to   grips   with   his   suffering   death.  

He  reflects  the  image  of  God  to  us  and  he  reflects  the  image  of  God  when  he  lays  down                    
his  life  fully,  lays  down  his  life  even  though  he  was  innocent,  suffers  and  dies  out  of  love                   
for  humanity.  There  we  see  the  image  of  God  reflected.  The  Son  of  God  is  supposed  to                  
be  a  king.  He's  crowned  with  thorns.  The  Son  of  God  is  supposed  to  ascend  a  throne,                  
and  He  ascends  across.  I  think  about  what  does  it  mean  to  bear  the  image  of  God?  The                   
gospel  of  John  is  very  clear  in  John  1,  he  says,  "No  man  has  seen  God  at  any  time  but                     
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Jesus,  the  Incarnate  Word,  has  revealed  Him  to  us."  When  we  look  in  the  face  of  Jesus,                  
we   see   the   heart   of   the   Father.  

When  we  look  at  the  actions  of  Jesus,  we  see  the  image  of  God.  When  they  talk  about                   
imitating  Christ,  when  Paul  says,  "Imitate  me  as  I  imitate  Christ.  What  does  Paul               
imitate?  Is  it  lordship  and  being  the  boss,  which  Paul's  very  bossy,  he  likes  to  be  the                  
boss.  Certainly,  he's  confident  that  he  knows  better  than  everybody.  I  love  Paul,  by  the                
way.  This  is  not  a  criticism  of  Paul  because  Paul  is  so  misunderstood.  Paul  is  a  strong                  
leader.  You  know  what  Paul  is  talking  about  when  he  talks  about  imitating  himself  as  he                 
imitate   Christ,   refers   to   his   own   sufferings.  

He  sees  in  this  act  of  crucifixion  of  laid  down  life  the  very  heart  of  the  Father  express  to                    
humanity.  We  read  in  Philippians  2,  "Does  not  count  equality  with  God  a  thing  to  be                 
grasped  but  sets  aside,  all  the  dignities  and  rights  that  come  to  Him  because  He  is  the                  
word  and  He  is  in  heaven  with  God.  He  takes  on  the  form  of  a  servant.  Us  bearing  the                    
image  of  God  has  to  do  also  with  us  lay  down  our  lives,  with  us  being  willing  to  suffer,                    
with  us  seen  in  that  enthronement  of  Jesus  on  the  cross,  a  model  for  us  as  well  to                   
imitate  as  God  provides  those  opportunities  in  our  lives,  which  are  very  painful  and  not                
easy,   but   which   may   come.  

We've  seen  it  in  modern  times,  we've  seen  Christian  martyrs  lay  down  their  life  in  the                 
most  physical  way.  It's  a  high  calling  and  Jesus  sets  the  example  for  us,  and  it's  a                  
Gentile  Centurion  who  makes  the  confession  as  he  sees  Jesus  enthroned  on  the  cross               
with  a  crown  of  thorns,  that  surely  this  is  the  Son  of  God,  anticipating  that  through  this                  
bloody  death,  other  Gentiles  will  come  to  faith.  Here  we  stand  and  sit  today,  here  we  are                  
in  houses  around  the  world.  Having  been  brought  to  faith  through  this  dramatic,  laying               
down  of  life  by  Jesus  and  the  power  that  it  engenders.  You  will  never  be  able  to  forget                   
that   outline   now.   It   is   the   simplest   outline   of   a   biblical   book   that   I've   ever   heard.  

Part  One,  Chapter  1-8.  "Who  is  this?  Jesus,  you  are  the  Messiah."  This  is  the  beginning                 
of  the  good  news  of  Jesus  the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God,  part  one.  Part  two,  what  kind  of                    
Messiah?  He  is  a  suffering  Messiah  and  in  his  suffering,  His  identity  as  the  Son  of  God                  
is  revealed.  It  creates  a  chain  reaction  of  power  that  has  transformed  the  world  and  we                 
are  talking  about  it  21  centuries  later.  Very,  very  powerful,  very  easy.  Outline,  which  will                
stay  with  us.  Now,  in  the  last  few  minutes,  before  we  take  our  break,  we  want  to  talk                   
about  some  of  the  unique  styles  and  characteristics  of  Mark's  writing  because  Mark  is               
an   action   man.  

As  a  result,  when  he  writes  his  gospel,  he  writes  it  in  the  present  tense.  That  means  that                   
he  writes  things  like  so  Jesus  gets  in  the  boat,  and  He  sails  across  the  Sea  of  Galilee,                   
and  he  gets  off  on  the  shore  and  he  walks  up,  and  he  needs  this  demoniac.  It's  as                   

8  



though  the  narrative  is  happening  right  now,  it's  action,  present  tense  because  he  wants               
the  readers  to  be  drawn  into  the  action,  he  wants  them  to  live  the  story.  Of  course,  when                   
we  translate,  we  write  it  in  the  past  tense,  we  say,  "Jesus  got  into  the  boat,  and  he                   
sailed   across   the   Sea   of   Galilee.   He   got   off   on   the   shore,   and   he   met   the   demoniac."  

That  really  isn't  the  excitement  that  this  gospel  has  if  we  were  to  read  it  in  the  Greek                   
because  it's  present  tense,  it's  moving  on.  The  other  thing  that  he  does  to  help  draw  his                  
viewers  in  as  he  uses  the  word  immediately,  because  it's  not  a  film,  it's  a  book.  How  do                   
you  get  people  excited?  Immediately,  Jesus  got  into  the  boat,  and  immediately  He  was               
on  the  other  side,  and  immediately  He  met  this-"  Immediately,  it's  a  Greek  word,               
eutheos  and  he  uses  it  47  times  because  he  really  wants  the  reader  to  live  the  story                  
with   him.  

We  are  going  to  live  that  story  with  Mark.  We're  going  to  explore  how  he  reveals  Jesus                  
to  be  the  Messiah  in  the  first  half  of  the  book.  And  we're  going  to  see  how  Jesus  reveals                    
to  his  disciples  what  it  means  to  be  the  Messiah,  the  suffering  son  of  man,  the  son  of                   
God   in   the   second   half   of   the   book.  

I’m   so   glad   you’re   joining   us   on   this   journey.  

[00:30:38]   [END   OF   AUDIO]  

 

===================================================================  

 
For   more   great   teaching   resources,   go   to   our   online   store     www.jcstudies.store  
 
Copyright   ©   1983-2020   by   Center   for   Judaic   Christian   Studies   (JC   Studies)  
 
All   rights   reserved.   No   part   of   this   publication   may   be   reproduced,   distributed,   or  
transmitted   in   any   form   or   by   any   means,   including   photocopying,   recording,   or   other  
electronic   or   mechanical   methods,   without   the   prior   written   permission   of   the   publisher,  
except   in   the   case   of   brief   quotations   embodied   in   critical   reviews   and   certain   other  
noncommercial   uses   permitted   by   copyright   law.   For   permission   requests,   write   to   the  
Center   for   Judaic   Christian   Studies   (JC   Studies),   email:   thecenter@jcstudies.com.  

9  

http://www.jcstudies.store/

