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Claire:  Welcome  back  to  our  study  on  the  Gospel  of  Luke,             
we're  in  our  second  session  now.  We've  just  done  a  bit  of              
introductory  work  talking  about  how  Luke,  who  is  the  greatest            
contributor  in  terms  of  quantity  to  the  New  Testament,  having            
written  27%  of  the  New  Testament,  just  from  sheer  wordage.            
We're  looking  at  what  his  two-volume  series  is.  We're           
admiring   his   expertise   as   a   writer   and   his   creative   flair.   

Just  to  recap  a  little  bit,  we  are  talking  about  how  he's              
provided  over  the  course  of  his  two  books,  a  simple            
geography,  essentially  Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem  to         
Rome.  In  the  course  of  these  two  books,  one  is  24  chapters              
and  the  other  is  28  chapters,  he  takes  the  message  of  the              
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Gospel  from  the  heart  of  the  Jewish  world  to  the  heart  of  the  Gentile  world,  because  Jerusalem                   
and   Rome   are   both   symbolic   cities   in   terms   of   history   and   in   terms   of   that   era.   

I  just  want  to  run  through  very  quickly  some  other  little  connections  between  the  Gospels,                 
especially  at  Luke  24  and  Acts  1,  which  is  as  though  these  two  books  have  been  sewn  together.                    
They've  been  woven  together  like  this,  and  it's  like  we're  watching  an  episodic  serial  on  TV.  At                   
the  end  of  the  Gospel  of  Luke  in  chapter  24,  it's  as  though  he  says,  "Next  week  in  the  story  of                       
Jesus  and  the  church--"  Then  when  we  start  in  Acts  1,  he  says,  "Previously  in  the  story  of  Jesus                     
and   the   church--"   It's   an   anticipatory   and   a   recap.   

At  the  end  of  Luke  in  the  Gospel  in  chapter  24  and  in  Acts  1,  we  have  these  parallel  things  that                       
happen.  In  Acts  24,  the  risen  Christ  appears  to  Simon  and  the  apostles.  In  Acts  1,  the  risen                    
Christ  appears  to  the  apostles  whom  He  has  chosen.  In  Luke  24:36-  43,  Jesus  proves  to  them                   
that  He  is  truly,  tangibly  human  and  not  a  phantom  by  offering  to  be  touched  and  by  eating  food                     
with   them,   angels   can't   eat   food,   everybody   knows   that,   right?   

I  didn't  know  that  until  I  was  in  a  class  once  and  there's  a  book  called  the   Testament  of                     
Abraham ,  in  which  Michael,  the  Archangel  is  supposed  to  come  and  talk  to  Abraham  and  give                  
him  all  these  job  assignments  and  prophecies.  Then  Michael  says  to  God,  "How  am  I  going  to                   
do  this?  I  can't  eat  food."  I  thought,  "What  is  that?"  My  teacher  said,  "Well,  everyone  knows                   
angels  can't  eat."  Evidently  in  the  Second  Temple  Period,  you  knew  that,  but  nowadays  we're                 
surprised   to   find   this   out.   

For  Jesus  to  be  able  to  eat  is  a  convincing  proof.  I'm  saying  that  because  we  don't  understand                    
why  it's  such  a  convincing  proof,  but  it's  a  convincing  proof.  Of  course,  in  Acts  1:3,  "To  them,  He                     
presented  Himself  alive  after  His  passion  by  many  proofs."  In  the  Gospel  of  Luke  24:49,  He                  
says,  "Behold,  I  send  the  promise  of  my  Father  upon  you,  but  stay  in  the  city  until  you  are                     
clothed  with  power  from  on  high,"  which  of  course  reminds  us  immediately  of  Acts  1:4.  "And                  
while  staying  with  them,  He  charged  them  not  to  depart  from  Jerusalem,  but  to  wait  for  the                   
promise   of   the   father."   

In  Luke  24:47-48,  He  commissions  them,  so  that  repentance  and  forgiveness  of  sins  would  be                 
preached  in  His  name  to  all  nations,  beginning  from  Jerusalem.  You  are  witnesses  of  these                 
things.  We  find  our  parallel  in  Acts  1:8,  "You  shall  be  my  witnesses  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all                    
Judea   and   Samaria   and   to   the   end   of   the   earth."   

In  chapter  24:51-52,  sometimes  we  don't  remember  that  this  is  there,  but  it's  actually  there.  "He                  
parted  from  them  and  they  returned  to  Jerusalem,"  that's  referring  to  the  ascension,  which  we                 
see,  of  course,  in  Acts  1:9-12.  "As  they  were  looking  on,  He  was  lifted  up,  and  a  cloud  took  them                      
out   of   their   sight,   and   then   they   returned   to   Jerusalem."   

What  Luke  has  done  in  Luke  24  is  he's  finished  off  the  book.  He's  anticipated  Acts,  but  he's  also                    
finished  off  the  story  in  one  sense,  by  concluding  with  the  ascension.  That  way,  if  a  person  only                    
had  the  first  book  to  read,  at  least  the  story  isn't  left  hanging  so  much,  it's  got  a  resolution.  Then,                      
in  Acts  1,  he  picks  up  where  he  left  off  and  he  takes  the  story  the  rest  of  the  way.  Those  two                        
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things  are  woven  together,  but  there's  more  to  the  linking  of  Luke-Acts  than  simply  the  address                  
of   Theophilus   or   simply   this   narrative   weaving   that   we   see   at   the   end   and   the   beginning.   

We  have  other  points  that  are  quite  dramatic.  We've  mentioned  Theophilus  with  the  preface,                
we've  mentioned  the  Spirit  descending  in  both  the  infancy  narrative  and  in  the  day  of  Pentecost.                  
Both  books  have  an  inaugural  sermon.  In  the  Gospel,  the  inaugural  sermon  of  Jesus  is  in  Luke                   
4:16-30.   We're   going   to   look   at   that   in   our   study   sessions.   

We're  going  to  see  that  this  is  a  sermon  that  He  presents  in  the  synagogue  at  Nazareth.  It  lays                     
out  His  vision  statement,  His  mission  plan,  and  it's  met  with  rejection.  In  the  Acts  of  the                  
Apostles,  the  inaugural  sermon  is  given  by  Peter,  probably  at  the  temple  mount,  in  the  temple                  
courtyard.   It   meets   with   success,   although   the   religious   authorities   are   starting   to   get   nervous.   

Didn't  we  have  very  specific  miracles?  It  is  as  though  Luke  wants  us  to  understand  that  the                   
ministry  of  Jesus  is  replicated  in  the  ministry  of  His  disciples.  In  the  Gospel  of  Luke  5,  a  lame                     
man  is  healed  by  Jesus.  In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  3,  a  lame  man  is  healed  by  Peter  and  John                       
in  the  name  of  the  Jesus.  Then,  later  in  the  book,  a  lame  man  will  also  be  healed  by  Paul.  In  the                        
Gospel  of  Luke,  we  have  the  story  of  the  centurion  servant.  I  think  that  maybe  we'll  just  turn  and                     
look   at   that   for   one   moment   to   notice   one   detail.   

We'll  go  to  page  39  in   Gospel  Parallel .  If  you  don't  own  this  book,  but  you  are  interested  in  doing                      
serious  synoptic  studies,   Gospel  Parallels  by  Burton  Throckmorton  is  a  wonderful             
reference  tool,  which  lays  out  the  Gospels  side-by-side  in  parallel.  That  is  a  great  way  to                  
become  sensitive  to  the  interests  of  each  Gospel  writer.  We're  looking  at  number  46,  the                 
centurion   servant,   on   page   39   to   40,   and   we're   going   to   flip   to   page   40.   

You  see  that  in  verse  3-6,  Luke  has  something  special  going  on.  On  page  40,  Luke  3-6  is  not                     
paralleled  by  Matthew.  What  is  the  special  thing  that  is  happening  as  Luke  writes?  He  says,                  
"When  the  centurion  heard  about  Jesus,  he  sent  some  Jewish  elders  to  Him,  asking  Him  to                  
come  and  heal  his  slave.  When  they  came  to  Jesus,  they  appealed  to  Him  earnestly  saying,  'He                   
is  worthy  of  having  you  do  this  for  him,  for  he  loves  our  people  and  it  is  he  who  built  our                       
synagogue  for  us.'  Jesus  went  with  them,  but  when  He  was  not  far  from  the  house,  the                   
centurion   sent   friends   to   say   to   Him."   

Now,  this  is  quite  a  remarkable  difference  from  Matthew,  because  what  happens  in  Matthew?                
The  centurion  goes  directly  to  Jesus  himself.  He  doesn't  have  any  emissaries  go  on  his  behalf.                  
He  comes  to  Jesus,  he  says,  "I  know  I'm  a  man  under  authority,  I  know  you  say  come  and                     
everybody   does,   you   say,   go,   and   everybody   does."   

In  Luke,  we  have  this  additional  information  that  he  sends  elders  of  the  Jewish  people  to  Jesus                   
and  they  present  a  case  on  behalf  of  him.  The  question  is,  "What  is  that  all  about?  What                    
happened?"  We  know  historically  without  a  shadow  of  the  doubt  that  Jesus  healed  the  servant                 
of  the  centurion.  We  know  that  he  said,  "I'm  a  man  under  authority,  and  I  get  that  you're  under                     
the  authority  of  God."  This  little  bit  about  the  elders,  many  New  Testament  commentators  have                 
noticed   and   suggested   is   actually   a   way   of   tying   a   thread   to   the   Acts   of   the   Apostles.   
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In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  the  first  Gentile  who  comes  to  faith  is  a  centurion  named  Cornelius                    
in  Acts  10,  a  centurion  named  Cornelius  is  the  person  to  whom  an  angel  appears  and  says,                   
"Send  to  Peter."  Meanwhile,  Peter  has  a  vision  that  says,  "Whatever  I  tell  you  to  eat,  eat,"  but                    
'Lord,   I've   never   eaten   non-kosher.'"   "I   don't   care,   what   I   say   is   clean   is   clean."   

In  Acts  10,  a  group  of  representatives  come  to  Peter  and  say,  "There  is  a  centurion  up  in                    
Caesarea  Maritima.  He's  a  worthy  man,  he's  a  good  man.  He  gives  alms,  he  prays."  We  know                   
this  from  reading  the  text,  "and  you  should  come  and  meet  him."  Acts  10:1-23  is  the  story  of  the                     
centurion.  Peter  goes,  and  the  suggestion  is  that  Luke  sees  both  of  these  centurions  as                 
important   moments   in   the   history   of   the   church.   

Centurion  is  a  model  of  faith  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  A  centurion  chosen  by  God  to  be  the  first                      
Gentile  to  get  the  ball  rolling.  Sometimes  we  don't  realize  how  important  that  story  is  in  the  Acts                    
of  the  Apostles,  but  it's  told  three  times.  The  more  you  tell  it,  the  more  important  you  realize  it  is.                      
That  little  link  is  one  of  those  literary  ties  that  Luke  makes  between  the  Acts  and  between  the                    
Gospel.  It  can  help  us  understand  why  in  that  particular  story,  the  elders  appear  on  behalf  of  the                    
centurion   because   it's   anticipating   this   pivotal   centurion,   Cornelius,   in   Acts   10.   

In  both  the  Gospel  and  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  we  have  a  story  of  widow  and  widows.  In  the                       
Gospel  chapter  7,  we  have  the  widow  of  Nain,  whose  son  is  dead  and  Jesus  raises  that  son                    
from  the  dead.  In  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  chapter  9,  we  have  the  group  of  widows,  they  are  all                      
followers  of  Jesus,  they  make  handicrafts,  they  support  the  community.  Dear  Tabitha  has  died                
and  Peter  raises  her  from  the  dead.  The  language  in  Greek  in  which  Jesus  says,  "Arise,"  to  the                    
son,   and   Peter   says,   "Rise,"   to   Tabitha   is   virtually   identical.   

We  see  this  resurrection  power  alive,  the  resurrection  power  of  Jesus  alive  in  the  disciples  as                  
they  reach  out  and  as  they  do  the  miracles  that  Jesus  did.  "Greater  things  than  these  shall  you                    
do."  Now,  of  course,  there's  nothing  greater  than  raising  the  dead,  I'm  going  to  just  say.  That's                   
like  the  epic,  highest  standard  miracle,  but  greater  being  more  numerous.  Greater,  extending               
the  outreach  of  Jesus  to  the  world.  Greater  things  than  these.  We  see  this  happening  already  in                   
the   Acts   of   the   Apostles.   

In  the  Gospel  9-19,  Jesus  makes  a  passion  journey  to  Jerusalem.  If  you  think  long  and  hard                   
about  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  you  realize  that  in  Acts  19-21,  Paul  also  is  making  a  passion                    
journey  to  Jerusalem,  that  he's  going  to  go  there.  Both  Jesus  is  seized  by  a  mob  and  Paul  is                     
seized  by  a  mob.  Jesus  is  slapped  in  His  hearing,  and  Paul  is  slapped  in  his  hearing.  They  have                     
four   trials   of   Jesus   in   the   Gospels   and   four   trials   of   Paul   in   the   Acts   of   the   Apostles.   

In  the  Gospel,  chapter  23,  Pilate  declares  Jesus  innocent  three  times,  and  in  the  Acts  of  the                   
Apostles,  Paul  is  declared  innocent  three  times.  In  both  the  Gospel  and  in  the  Acts,  the  word                   
about  both  of  them  is,  "Away  with  this  man.  Away  with  this  man,"  spoken  of  both  Jesus  and                    
Paul.  These  are  not  just  coincidences,  these  are  purposeful  literary  bindings  of  the  story  of                 
Jesus   and   His   passion   journey   as   it's   reflected   also   in   the   story   of   Paul   and   his   passion   journey.   

If  the  master  suffers,  the  disciples  will  suffer.  Whatever  they  do  to  the  master,  you  can  expect                   
that  they  will  do  to  the  servant,  because  the  servant  is  not  greater  than  the  master.  This                   
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replication  of  Jesus's  ministry  in  the  lives  of  His  disciples,  and  Luke  features  one  star  at  a  time.                    
John  the  Baptist  comes  on  the  scene,  and  John  the  Baptist  goes  off  the  scene,  and  Jesus                   
becomes  center  stage.  Jesus  goes  off  the  scene  and  we  come  to  Peter  and  John  taking  center                   
stage,   but   John   is   absolutely   quiet.   

In  the  Acts,  John  is  quiet  and  Peter  does  all  the  talking,  and  then  Stephen  steps  up  to  center                     
stage  for  a  brief  period.  Then  Philip  is  on  center  stage,  and  then  Paul  emerges,  and  he  really  is                     
more  comfortable  with  having  a  central  figure  be  the  focal  point.  Only  once  in  a  while  do  we                    
have  a  lot  of  overlap,  as  we  have  little  recaps  and  their  stories  happen.  Jesus  becomes  center                   
stage  in  the  Gospel,  and  His  ministry  and  His  life  are  replicated  in  the  lives  and  ministries  of  His                     
followers.   

That  gives  us  the  overall  composition  that  Luke  is  working  with,  and  we  see  that  he  has  a  very                     
simple  geography.  The  geography,  Galilee  to  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem  to  Rome,  reflects  what  has               
happened  historically  in  their  day  and  reflects  the  theology  of  Luke-Acts  because  at  the  base  of                  
what  he's  saying  is  that  God's  purposes  have  always  been  to  bring  in  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  the                     
Jews.  God's  purposes  have  always  been  to  reach  all  of  humanity.  His  favorite  scriptures  to                 
reflect   that   are   from   Isaiah.   

Isaiah  2:1-3,  "The  word  of  the  Lord  will  go  forth  from  Jerusalem."  Isaiah  42:6  and  Isaiah  49:6,                   
"That  you  will  be  my  witnesses  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  world.  You  will  be  a  light  to  the                      
nations."  Isaiah  49:6,  that  you  will  be  a  light  to  the  nations  is  quoted  or  referenced  in  Acts  1:8                     
with  the  great  commission  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  It's  referenced  in  Acts  13:47,  where  it's                   
Paul's   own   self-declaration   of   his   ministry,   and   it   closes   at   the   end   of   the   Acts   of   the   Apostles.   

Acts  28:28,  the  book  closes  by  saying,  "Let  it  be  known  to  you  then  that  this  salvation  of  God                     
has  been  sent  to  the  Gentiles."  If  we  were  really  to  try  to  pick  a  theme  of  Luke-Acts  we  would                      
say,  it's  the  light  to  the  Gentiles.  This  is  a  gospel  written  for  Gentiles  around  the  world  and  it                     
doesn't  necessarily  reflect  a  crisis  of  a  local  church,  but  it  reflects  a  much  greater  question  for                   
the  early  church  to  face.  It's  not  a  gospel  of  persecution.  We  realize  that  when  we  look  at  the                     
first   prediction   of   Jesus's   passion.   

In  the  Gospel  of  Mark  and  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  Jesus  says,  "If  any  man  would  come  after                     
me,  let  him  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me."  That  means  those  people  could  actually  go  and                    
die,  be  executed  for  his  namesake.  In  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  he  writes,  "If  any  man  would  come                    
after  me,  let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross  daily  and  come  after  me.  For  he  who  would                      
gain  his  life,  will  lose  it,"  et  cetera.  Take  up  your  cross  daily  means  you  are  not  facing                    
persecution.   

Take  up  your  cross  daily  means  your  cross  is  a  metaphorical  cross  and  we're  talking  about  our                   
spiritual  walk,  and  our  discipleship,  and  our  formation,  but  we're  not  talking  about  actually  dying,                 
because  you  can  only  die  once.  Luke's  gospel  does  not  reflect  intense  persecution.  Luke's                
gospel  reflects  an  open-ended  vista,  that  life  can  go  on  and  that  now  we  grapple  with  how  to  live                     
our  lives  as  followers  of  Jesus,  knowing  that  the  second  coming  could  be  delayed,  and  we're  not                   
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necessarily  fearing  governmental  repression  and  were  not  worried  about  expulsion  from  the              
synagogue.   

Luke's  geographical  movement,  Jerusalem  to  Rome  is  the  external  pattern  of  his  theological               
thought,  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  in  fulfillment  of  Old  Testament  prophecy.  There  are  other                  
things  about  this  book  that  we  know  and  we  love.  There's  so  much  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke  that's                     
familiar  to  us.  This  is  a  gospel  that  focuses  on  gentleness,  mercy,  mildness,  and  kindness.  Luke                  
is  a  gentleman.  Luke  is  living  at  a  point  where  he  forgets  some  of  the  less  than  admirable  or                     
less   than   worthy   behavior   of   the   disciples.   

For  example,  in  Mark  and  Matthew,  we  have  the  story  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee  who  asked  Jesus,                    
just  as  Jesus  is  predicted  that  He  will  be  tortured  and  killed.  Then  they  say  to  him,  "Once  we're                     
through  all  of  that  and  you're  the  king,  we  want  to  sit  on  your  right  and  on  your  left."  It's  a  very                        
uncomfortable  story.  Luke  does  not  even  include  that,  it's  water  under  the  bridge.  It  was                 
pre-Pentecost,  it  was  pre-resurrection,  we  will  just  give  them  a  pass  on  that,  they  know  better                  
now.   He   doesn't   include   stories   that   cast   the   disciples   in   terrible   light.   

For  example,  when  they  go  to  the  garden  of  Gethsemane  to  pray.  Jesus  says,  "Now,  I  want  you                    
to  pray  with  me."  He  goes  off  a  distance  and  they  all  fall  asleep.  He  comes  back  and  He  says,                      
"Oh,  why  are  you  asleep?"  Luke  says  they  fell  asleep  for  grief.  They  were  so  sad  they  had  to  fall                      
asleep.  They  couldn't  stay  awake  because  they  were  so  sad  and  he  gives  them  a  pass  on  that.                   
It's  not  that  they  were  so  drunk  from  having--  or  not  a  drunk,  drunk,  but  they  had  drunk  wine  and                      
perhaps  they  were  just  tired.  He  doesn't  even  focus  on  that.  He  just  says  for  sorrow,  they  fell                    
asleep   for   sorrow.   

Then,  when  they  encounter  the  resurrected  Jesus  and  they  disbelieve  and  they  are  not  able  to                  
come  to  grips  with  it,  they  disbelieve  for  joy.  It  was  just  too  good  to  be  true.  They  disbelieve  for                      
joy.  He  is  such  a  gentleman  and  he's  so  kind  to  the  believers  and  he  understands  and  has                    
compassion  for  human  beings,  and  he  says  it  in  very  simple  and  beautiful  ways.  This  is  a  gospel                    
of  joy.  Beginning  with  the  infancy  narrative  we  are  going  to  hear  joy  and  rejoicing,  and  it's  going                    
to   be   exciting   and   good.   

It  is  a  gospel  of  great  forgiveness,  great  pardons.  The  woman,  the  sinful  woman  in  the  Galilee                   
who  comes  and  anoints  Jesus's  feet.  She  who  is  forgiven  much,  loves  much,  infinite  pardon.  It                  
is  a  gospel  that  shows  mercy  to  the  people  on  the  fringes,  to  the  marginal  people  in  society,  to                     
the  sinners,  to  the  tax  collectors,  to  the  Samaritans,  and  to  the  Gentiles.  The  groups  that  make                   
people  feel  uncomfortable,  especially  if  you're  living  in  a  Jewish  society,  in  the  first  century,  you                  
have   issues   with   Samaritans,   you   have   issues   with   Gentiles.   

Universally,  people  have  issues  with  tax  collectors  and  with  people  who  live  immoral  lives  or  live                  
sinful  lives,  but  there  is  mercy.  Jesus  has  not  come  to  call  the  healthy,  but  to  call  the  sick.  Now,                      
that  doesn't  mean  that  Jesus  does  not  react  against  religious  superiority  and  intolerance  and                
hardness  of  heart,  because  we'll  see  in  the  parable  of  the  prodigal,  the  son,  for  example.  As  He                    
addresses  them,  that  He  addresses  those  people  who  consider  themselves  righteous  and  are               
critical   of   the   company   that   Jesus   keeps.   
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Jesus  just  eats  with  the  wrong  people  and  He  hangs  out  with  the  wrong  people.  A  holy  man                    
wouldn't  do  that.  He  reacts  against  them  and  tells  the  prodigal  son  parable,  because  it's  really                  
the  story  of  two  lost  sons,  and  the  elder  son  is  like  the  religious  elite.  Infinite  mercy,  this  is  a                      
gospel  that  celebrates  women  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  celebrates  his  female  disciples,              
remembers  their  names,  honors  the  fact  that  they  are  his  patrons.  This  is  the  most  egalitarian  of                   
all   of   the   Gospels.   

It  is  a  gospel  of  prayer.  When  people  pray,  when  Jesus  prays,  things  happen.  He  goes  up  onto                    
the  mountain  to  pray  and  then  He  comes  down  and  He  chooses  the  12.  This  is  a  gospel  where                     
you  pray  and  where  the  Holy  Spirit  acts.  Once  again,  the  Holy  Spirit  directs  the  action.  The                   
events  of  our  history,  the  ministry  of  Jesus,  the  events  of  the  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the                      
church,  these  things  are  directed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  even  shocking  things  like  Gentiles                 
coming   in   are   directed   by   the   Holy   Spirit.   

It's  a  very  amazing  journey  to  walk  through  Luke-Acts,  to  hear  this  Gentile  doctor,  probably  a                  
God-fearer  who  has  sat  at  the  feet  of  rabbi  Paul  and  rabbi  Peter,  and  probably  talked  to  Mary                    
and  has  had  the  opportunity  to  talk  to  the  eyewitnesses.  It's  an  amazing  thing  to  be  able  to  sit                     
and   listen   and   learn   from   what   he   has   to   say.   That   will   be   our   journey   as   we   walk   with   him.   

He  has  some  interesting  sources.  We  know  of  course  that  he  probably  has  the  Gospel  of  Mark                   
or  some  type  of  version  of  the  Gospel  of  Mark  because  so  much  of  Mark  appears  almost                   
verbatim  at  certain  points  within  his  Gospel.  They  share  that  source.  We  know  that  he  shares                  
sayings  with  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  which  would  have  been  either  a  collection  of  sayings  that                  
existed  independently  that  we  no  longer  have,  people  call  it  Q,  or  that  he  has  Matthew  and                   
somehow   edits   it.   

The  editing  of  Matthew  would  be  much,  much  more  difficult.  Their  scenes  show  up  in  such                  
diverse  areas  in  their  Gospels  that  it's  probably  a  common  source  rather  than  Matthew,  but  he                  
also  has  sources  that  are  independent.  We  learn  more  about  the  Herods.  Herod  the  Great,                 
Herod  Antipas,  Herod  Agrippa  the  I,  Herod  Agrippa  the  II,  Bernice,  Drusilla,  all  of  these  people                  
from   the   Gospel   of   Luke.   

When  he  mentions  the  female  followers  of  Jesus,  these  female  disciples,  one  of  them,  the                 
woman  named  Joanna  is  actually  married  to  somebody  who  works  in  the  administration  of                
Herod  Antipas.  He  has  another  connection  that  helps  him  gain  information  that  isn't  available                
necessarily  to  Matthew  or  Mark  because  he  has  a  Herodian's  source.  We  learn  a  lot  about  the                   
Herods  from  the  Gospel  of  Luke  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  of  Jesus  and  the  church's                    
encounter   with   the   Herods.   

Of  course,  I  always  like  to  say,  "You  can't  tell  the  Herods  without  a  scorecard,"  because                  
everybody  is  called  Herod,  and  you  always  have  to  have  some  other  thing  to  say,  a  nickname  or                    
something.  We'll  provide  a  scorecard  to  help  people  who  are  studying  this  series  with  us  at                  
home   to   keep   straight,   which   Herod   is   which.   

We  know  that  Luke  traveled  with  Paul  for  parts  of  his  ministry  and  we  find  those  passages  in  the                     
Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Just  in  case  you  don't  have  them  written  down,  but  you'd  like  to  look  at                     
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them,  in  Acts  16:10-17,  Acts  20:5-15,  Acts  21:8-18,  and  27:1-28,16.  We  have  portions  that  are                 
written  in  the  first  person,  I  and  we.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  will  change  for  they  and  he  and                      
him,   to   I   and   we.   When   we   hear   that   I,   we're   hearing   Luke   as   the   traveling   companion   of   Paul.   

This  shows  us  the  proximity,  the  accessibility  to  these  stories,  and  to  the  traditions  of  the  church                   
that  Paul  received  when  he  went  to  Jerusalem  and  met  with  Peter  and  James  and  John  and  the                    
chief  apostles.  He  has  other  material  that  we  don't  know  where  he  gets  it,  but  that  is  truly  Lukan.                     
Some  of  our  favorite,  favorite  passages  in  scripture,  the  story  of  the  good  Samaritan,  the  story                  
of  Mary  and  Martha  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  and  in  the  kitchen.  The  story  of  the  lost  coin,  the  story  of                        
the  prodigal  sons,  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  the  story  of  the  Pharisee  and  the  tax                     
collector   who   both   go   up   to   pray.   

These  are  all  uniquely  Lukan  parables,  and  stories  that  are  not  found  in  Matthew  or  Mark.  He                   
has  a  rich,  rich  set  of  resources  to  look  at  and  to  draw  upon  as  he  writes  this  Gospel.  He  comes                       
up  with  something  that  has  stood  the  test  of  time.  His  stylistic  ability  is  amazing.  He  works  very                    
hard  to  be  a  faithful  historian.  One  thing  that  we  might  want  to  note  about  him  that  we  don't  find                      
in  Mark  and  Matthew  is  that  in  Luke  3,  Luke  alone  identifies  for  his  readers,  the  power  blocks  of                     
his   era.   

I'm  turning  to  Luke  3:1  and  following,  and  we'll  probably  close  with  this  passage.  "In  the  15th                   
year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar,  Pontius  Pilate,  being  the  governor  of  Judea,  Herod  being                  
tetrarch  of  the  Galilee  and  his  brother  Philip,  tetrarch  of  the  region  of  Iturea  and  Trachonitis,  and                   
Lysanias  tetrarch  of  Abilene,  and  the  high  priesthood  of  Annas  and  Caiaphas,  the  word  of  God                  
came   to   John   the   son   of   Zechariah   in   the   wilderness,   and   Jesus'   ministry   began."   

Imperial  power,  Jewish  power,  temple  authorities.  In  this  one  passage,  we  get  placed  by  Luke,                 
the  emergence  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  around  the  year  28  AD,  28  CE.  Since  Jesus  is  born                    
before  the  death  of  Herod  the  Great  in  4,  that  would  make  Jesus  approximately  33  years  old.                   
That's   how   we   figure   out   how   old   Jesus   was   at   the   beginning   of   His   ministry.   

It's  because  of  this  little  historic  note  that  our  wonderful  gospel  writer  Luke  has  given  us.  With                   
the  conclusion  of  that  introduction,  in  our  next  session,  we're  going  to  start  working  through  the                  
infancy  narratives.  I  have  a  feeling  you're  going  to  be  surprised  about  how  wrong  we've  been                  
reading   them   for   all   these   years.   We   hope   you'll   join   us.   

[00:30:09]   [END   OF   AUDIO]   
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