
Shalom Fellow Pilgrims, 

I am behind schedule in writing this update due to a 

bout with Covid-19. Despite best practices, my wife 

Tamóra, daughter Margaret, and I encountered and 

battled the intrusive virus. We are well—all praise to 
God our Father through Jesus, our Lord. My heart is 

full, and my prayer is these November studies bring 

you refreshment amidst your circumstances. 

The Discipling Nature of Jewish Roots 

The divine design behind biblical festivals is that they 

serve as a means to an end rather than the end itself. 
Ancient Jewish tradition points to the events of 

Genesis 22 as an example of how to keep walking out 

the life lessons learned during the Fall Feast season. 

Dwight serves as a wise guide helping us see this 
familiar story with fresh eyes. There is much to ponder 

from this month's teaching article, Is Abraham Being 

Tempted or Tested? 

Sabbath, Spirit, and the Healing of the Soul 

The audio teaching this month kicks off a five-part 

exploration of Hebrews 4:9-10. So then, there remains  

a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has 

entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as 

God did from his. Here’s the story behind the recording. 

Imagine a small group of kingdom people burning with 
desire for the Father to make them more whole. They 

gather in response to Dwight's invitation to study with 

him and, together, experience the Spirit of Jesus 

moving in their midst. The result is a one-of-a-kind 
spiritual retreat that we recorded, now available to you. 

Do you desire to enter into God's Sabbath rest more 

fully? Do you long for a healing touch from your 

Father? Then Dwight's invitation to join him is for you. 

In the first session, Radical Reliance, he lays down a 

helpful framework for asking and receiving from God. 

As always, you have several ways to access this study, 
including the transcript, at jcstudies.com/haverim. 

One pastoral caution. There are forces aligned against 

you taking the time and making the effort needed to 

profit from the teaching. God will give you the grace. 

Behold the Kingdom 

Look for timely signs of encouragement, and you will 

find them. Kingdom moments, I like to call them. 

Imagine this note arriving—with a donation—while I’m 

flat on my back with illness. “I’m so thankful for the 

teaching material this ministry so graciously offers. I'm 

blessed, corrected, edified, and filled up while being 

engaged with such meaty insightful teaching. Lord, 

continue to bless and guide this ministry.” 

Thank you, Joseph, from North Carolina. I appreciate 

how your note captured why we do what we do. 

Anticipating 2021 

Those of you who know me know that I'm not satisfied 

with a one-way ministry. Yes, I will tell you what is on 

my heart; at the same time, I want to hear what the 
Spirit has placed on yours. If pressed to articulate one 

thing the Lord is saying through JC Studies, I would say 

it is centered on learning to enter and operate out of 

Sabbath rest. I have much more to say about that in 
the months ahead. For now, here are some of the 

exciting things ahead in 2021, should it please our Father. 

❖ Remember, this month’s audio teaching is the first in 

a five-part series entitled, The Sabbath, the Spirit, 

and the Healing of the Soul. The best is yet to come 

in this penetrating exposition of God at work in us. 

❖ Our new ministry bookmarks commemorate the 

pilgrim feasts for 2021 and help keep our eyes on a 
much bigger story that unfolds around us every day. 

❖ Coming in the new year are more opportunities to 

take online classes with other haverim. One of the 

first of these will be an in-depth look at the Sabbath. 

❖ We will continue to add to our menu of online 
courses for individual or small group study. Alongside 

Claire Pfann's popular video curriculum on Matthew 

and Mark, we will be publishing her next offering, 

Following Jesus with Luke. 

❖ And, we’ll keep bringing devotional treasures from 

Dwight’s transcripts in our weekly blog posts. 

Thank you, Haverim, for your encouragement            
and support. Immanuel!
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I think many of us fall victim to the mentality that we have to become 
something special to enter into God's presence and power. Yet repeatedly 

Scripture attests that it is not the mighty, it is the humble that God draws nigh 
unto. It is in our very humility, our very contriteness, and our very brokenness that 

God comes close and a passion wells up in us to pursue him. What I'm trying to say is 
this, God is not asking you to be something that you are not. He wants you to be 

who he has made you to be. That happens when you permit another to be 
within you. The Spirit of Jesus will make you authentically you.

~ from the audio transcript at jcstudies.com/haverim
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One of our core commitments is introducing the prophetic teaching voice of Dwight A. Pryor (1945-2011)    

to a new generation. The following article is from a transcript of an audio message, edited for readability      

by the team at JC Studies. For more posts in this new series, go to jcstudies.com/blog.

Is Abraham Being Tempted or Tested?
Dwight A. Pryor
3 min 35 sec reading time

I want to take you on a trip through Genesis 22 to 
experience this familiar scripture with fresh power.   
By examining the text verse-by-verse, we will seek to 
shed some light on the Hebraic setting (the Jewish 
background) to the story. By exploring some of the 
implications of this text as it is viewed in the NT, we 
will seek spiritual principles that you and I  can derive 
and apply for our growth in faith.

After all, Abraham is as Paul reminds us, our father—
the father of the faithful, "Know then that it is those of 
faith who are the sons of Abraham" (Gal 3:7). He has 
much to teach us as we witness what it means to stand 
in awe of and live faithfully to our great God.

Immediately we are drawn into the telling, "After these 
things God tested Abraham" (1:1). The first item of 
interest is the lack of standard syntax in the biblical 
Hebrew. The subject here is placed before the verb. 
Why? To focus our attention on God, the subject of the 
story. And rather than the normal word for God 
(Elohim), the text says "the God" (ha Elohim).

Who is the God doing this test?

It is The God who has been 
persistently pursuing and 
revealing himself to Abraham 
since Genesis 12. It is The God who 
delivered on his promise by 
supernaturally giving him a son, 
Isaac. This is not just any God; 
this is The God. And he is putting 
his favored one to the test.

As readers of the narrative, we are informed that this is 
a test; God will not require Abraham to slaughter his 
son. But Abraham does not know that. The command 
he is about to hear is unimaginable. Suddenly and 
shockingly, he is tested by The God whom he knows 
intimately, by revelation, as El Shaddai.

We must pause here and address two questions, 
biblically. First, what is a test? And second, what is the 
difference between a test and a temptation?

The word in the text for test (nissah) describes being 
placed into a position forcing a choice between God's 
will on the one hand and your natural inclination or 
understanding on the other.

Jewish tradition maintains that God tests the 
righteous, not the wicked.

He tests those he knows are capable of doing his will, 
not the wicked who will disobey his will. For Abraham, 
this is a test, not a temptation.

Listen to James—the very Jewish author of the book 
bearing his name—as he helps us with this subtle yet 
significant distinction.

"Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness." - James 1:2-3

"Let no one say when he is tempted, 'I am being tempted by 
God,' for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself 
tempts no one." - James 1:13

What is it that tempts us and leads us astray?

His answer in the next verse echoes the Jewish 
understanding of the evil inclination (yetzer hara). 
"But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by 
his own desire." That which tempts us is our inclination 
to be selfish, be self-centered, go our way, and do our 
own thing.

There is a Jewish commentary (midrash) that says the 
word for test (nissah) is related to the word for banner 
or standard (nes). In other words, in his testing, God is 
actually elevating, exalting someone. He brings forth 
from their character what was potential and is made 
actual by the test. It is not to punish but to prosper. The 
test is done first of all for the benefit of the tested, and 
second as an example for others.

God's test of Abraham is not a temptation but           
an elevation.

The issue here is not the outcome. 
God has foreknowledge; the end 
was never in doubt. No, the issue 
here is El Shaddai wants 
Abraham to concretely 
demonstrate his utter loyalty and 
commitment to him, apart from 
any rewards and any promises—
solely because he stands in awe 
of The God. Remember, it is for 
the benefit of Abraham and all of 

us who learn from his example.

Because testing strengthens character, God's test makes 
actual in us what is potential; and because we demonstrate 
faith, it creates an opportunity for him to reward us 
based on our deeds!

In biblical tradition, man's highest spiritual goal is to 
accept divine wisdom as the ultimate truth. This is 
something the world does not understand. Wisdom is 
the conviction that God is the sole source of truth, 
indeed of our very existence. In a time of testing, we 
can come into a greater understanding of God's wisdom 
as we respond to him by acknowledging his ways.

But this is not some abstract apprehension of theological 
truth; this is flesh and blood application and obedience 
to God's Word. Wisdom comes in doing.

In Yeshua's Jewish culture, studying God's Word was 
the highest form of worship, humility was the supreme 
virtue, and faithfulness was the ultimate response. 
And so it is for disciples of Jesus. We are engaged in a 
walk with God; it is not a one-time event but a day-by-
day process. As we walk in obedience, we come into 
an increasing revelation of God as our sole source of 
wisdom, truth, and life.
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