
Haverim Partners and Friends, 

The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is present with 
his people by the same indwelling Spirit who animated 

Jesus—and is with us like Jesus was with his disciples in 

the Gospels. Let us repent and receive the good news 

of forgiveness and freedom. Let us pray, lean, and live 
into this new covenant reality. Let us encourage one 

another every day to walk in his ways so as not to be 

hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

Check out the menu of Fall events and activities listed 
above. Each comes to you with the passion of seeing 

his kingship expand in our lives, both individually and 

corporately. I am inviting you to study with me, and 

other burning hearts; it fuels your discipleship fire. 

An Insightful Story from a Longtime Supporter 

The CDs that JC Studies sent me this year have opened 
my mind and understanding in new ways.  

Claire's online class last year and the follow up of her 

CDs this year have been such a blessing. I hear more 

each time I listen. 

Her simple explanation and down to earth approach 

has been so refreshing. It makes the scriptures come 

alive in ways I've never seen or understood before. 

When she talks about how Jesus was explaining the 
scriptures to the disciples and he ... opened their minds 

... that really hit home to me. 

Her CDs were a great foundation for hearing Michael's 

teaching on the two powers. Wow, what a dynamic set 

of CDs those have been! His teaching has unglued 
about 40 years of misunderstanding for me.  

Growing up, I didn't understand how the same ‘Jesus 

who loves me’ in the basement during children's 
church, could be related to the same God who in the 

adult sermons upstairs was going to send me to hell if I 

broke ‘their’ rules. 

I wanted to go back to the basement where Jesus loved 
me. I couldn’t ask questions about the preaching, it was 

not allowed. ‘They’ understood the meaning, I was not 

to question their authority by thinking for myself. 

As an adult, I got over that, or so I thought. Until I 

listened to Michael's teaching on the two powers. His 
open approach to just “reading the words” is simple to 

understand. When he said the Bible was written for an 

audience that was literate it struck me as profound. 

When he said “read your Bible” it was like a lightning 
strike to my very soul. As I started to read my Bible, oh, 

it has come alive in ways I never imagined. 

Thank you, James, for your steadfast work in bringing 

such knowledgeable teachers to us for guidance and 
instruction on how to read the Bible and think more 

biblically! Keep up the good work, may our Father 

continue to guide and bless the work of JC Studies. 

Study Tour of Israel: March 15-27, 2020 

A lifelong friend of Dwight Pryor and this ministry, Clif 

Payne, is leading a Holy Land study tour. Not all trips to 
Israel are worth the price; this one is. Because Clif is a 

gifted teacher, this pilgrimage experience will deeply 

impact your life as a disciple of Jesus. For more 

information, send me an email: thecenter@jcstudies.com. 

Paul and Creation with Ron Herms 

JC Studies is a play-on-words. Yes, it refers to our 

ministry name, Center for Judaic-Christian Studies. It 

also reminds us that Jesus the Christ is the object of 

our study and devotion. Can you handle one more? 

Jesus in context is our methodology. Ron Herms begins 

a four-part study this month exploring how Paul, the 
Jewish apostle, took the good news of Israel’s God and 

his Messiah to the non-Jewish world. Enjoy. 

    Immanuel! ~ James
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Reminding the church that biblical roots produce biblical fruits. 
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Your September Audio Teaching featuring Ron Herms: 
Israel’s Story and Paul’s Worldview: Paul and Creation (part 1 of 4)
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Whole Food for the Christian Mind 
Big ideas, from my bookshelves, to help develop depth in a Hebraic, biblical approach to faith and practice 

God acts first and calls people to respond. This is the starting point for the moral teaching 
of the Old Testament. God takes the initiative in grace and redeeming action and then 
makes his ethical demand in the light of it. Ethics then becomes a matter of response and 
gratitude within a personal relationship, not of blind obedience to rules or adherence to 
timeless principals. This might not always appear so when we read the laws of the O.T. by 
themselves. Dip into a typical chapter of Leviticus or Deuteronomy and it might seem 
that obedience to the law is all that counts. But 'dipping in' is always a dubious way to 
handle the biblical text. It is vitally important that we pay attention to the narrative 
framework in which the laws are set.

It is being increasingly recognized, in fact, that preoccupation with the law of the O.T. has 
distorted Christian understanding of the ethical value and values of the O.T. as a whole. It 
is somewhat unfortunate that the English expression "The Law" has been used to translate 
Torah, the Hebrew term for the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible). The Torah is 

certainly foundational to the whole canon of the O.T. (and indeed of the Bible), but equally certainly, the Torah is 
much more than law, and even the laws within it are more than 'legislation' in a modern judicial sense.

Open the Torah at the start and you enter a narrative that goes on for a book and a half before you encounter a 
single 'code of law'. And that narrative framework is sustained throughout the Pentateuch. The law is given within 
the context of a story. In that story we meet the God who is creator and redeemer. We read of the wonder of 
creation, the tragedy of human rebellion, the calling of Abraham and his people. We learn of God's intentions for 
that people and through them for the rest of humanity. We hold our breath through many moments of suspense 
and danger and we marvel with Israel at the compassion, patience, anger, judgment and purposes of this God who 
tangles with them in their historical journey.
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Jesus' parables reveal him as a theologian. The range of his mind is in itself remarkable. 
We have long been conditioned to think only of Paul, John, Luke, Mark, and the other 
New Testament authors as theologians. Jesus has been seen as the one through whom 
God acts to bring in the kingdom, but about whom little is known due to the heavy 
editing of the early Church theologians. The preacher turns to him for ethical 
examples, not theological content. We are convinced that it is indeed possible to speak 
of Jesus the theologian, and that, in the parables, four themes are especially prominent. 
These are as follows:

1. The love of God is offered freely and cannot be earned. Righteousness through 
human effort cannot be achieved. The Pharisee, proud of his works of supererogation, 
is unjustified. The servant labors but earns no merit. The ruler has kept the law but has 
not earned eternal life. The guests at the great banquet are totally unworthy to be 
present. The lawyer's attempt to justify himself fails.

2. The theme of the costly demonstration of unexpected love surfaces again and again. The Samaritan risks his very 
life to complete his acts of mercy. The woman before Simon knows Jesus will be despised for what he accepts from 
her and for what he says in her defense. The unexpected love offered to the outsiders at the banquet will infuriate 
the original guests and everyone knows it. This theme is more fully presented in the parable of the Prodigal Son 
but is yet deeply embedded in a significant number of parables. It relates to the passion.

3. The acceptance of the freely offered love of God triggers a response in the form of costly acts of love. The woman 
in the house of Simon shows great love. The disciples have left houses and families. The servant labors, knowing 
that nothing is owing him. The eager volunteers are challenged with the cost of discipleship.

4. The person of Jesus functions as God's unique agent whose call of 'Follow me' is seen again and again as 
equivalent to 'Follow the way of God.' He mediates forgiveness and personally accepts the gratefully offered 
response of love. He is the host of the great banquet, and unwavering service to him is equated with participation 
in the kingdom of God.

Thus, an examination of the Middle Eastern culture and literacy forms of these sayings of Jesus can bring us, if ever 
so slightly, to a clearer perception of the person of Jesus and a more precise understanding of him as a theologian.
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