
Grace! and Peace! to you Friends, 

My prayer is that this newsletter arrives like a welcome 

visit from a friend. For me, the idea of being haverim is 
precisely that—a relationship, not a transaction. In ways 

that are mysterious yet tangible, we are on a journey 

through life, together. May our shared passion for 

following Jesus and glorifying the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob result in mutual encouragement. 

We've made some changes to the newsletter, and I 

want to highlight those for you. Additionally, for those 

of you who don't know David Bivin, I want you to meet 
him and hear about his vital work. David is our featured 

teacher this month. We also have a lot of meaningful 

ministry happening that you are going to want to get in 

on, so ... let's get started. 

A Couple of Key Changes to the Newsletter 

If I were to visit you at your house, we would talk about 
our lives in the kingdom. I would share what JC Studies 
is doing for the King and the edifying ways that you 
can engage and participate. That is the purpose of the 
monthly newsletter, to educate and inform haverim. 

The Front Page, Top Third  The way the calendars are 
blended reminds me that time is a gift from heaven for 
faith and practice. And that as a modern, there is an 
ancient, more grounded way of counting our days. The 
change is a simple reorganization of space to present 
you with ministry opportunities at-a-glance visually. 

The Entire Back Page  For years we have featured 
quality full-length articles. During that time, haverim 
consistently ask me for book recommendations on 
various subjects, from a Hebraic perspective.  I am 
combining both ideas by dedicating the new space to 
good books with inspiring thoughts from godly authors. 

Your Audio Teaching for August 

These pictures of me with David Bivin were taken the 

day after he conducted an in-depth weekend workshop 

in 2012. His class was amazing but unfortunately not 

recorded. As you will hear, our dialogue captured both 

his biblical insights and passion. It was an instant hit 
when first released to the haverim study community in 

August of 2012. 

Recently the Lord placed 

this message on my heart. 
It is so rich, full of timeless 

and timely wisdom. On 

the anniversary of its 

original publication, for 
your edification, I am 

sharing it with you again. 

The title of both David's 

workshop and this audio is, Being Overcomers by 

Better Understanding the Demands Jesus Made of His 

First Disciples. Enjoy. 

David Bivin’s Jerusalem Perspective 

David Bivin is the world's foremost scholar concerning 

the Hebraic nature of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke). Living in Israel since 1963, he is the 

editor and founder of Jerusalem Perspective, a magazine 
printed from 1987-1999, but now a website at 

jerusalemperspective.com. It presents the life and 

teachings of Jesus in their original cultural and linguistic 

setting.  His work is a divine gift to the world. 

David is also a charter member of the Jerusalem School 
of Synoptic Research; a think tank made up of Jewish 

and Christian scholars dedicated to better understanding 

the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke). Dwight 

Pryor was influential in helping establish the work of 
JSSR in the U.S. after they met in the 1980s. Dwight 

cherished his friendship with David and considered 

meeting him in Israel as a turning point in his life. 

While writing this update, I fielded a phone call from a 
haverim supporter since 2003 in the Netherlands. We 
talked about the generational impact of Dwight Pryor and 
JC Studies. He said, "The Lord sees things in terms of 
people and generations. It is a reminder that we 
need to think in terms of we, not me. The Bible 
is a family story.”  Well said J.R.! ~ James

AUG 
2019

S T U D Y  C O M M U N I T Y

Hebraic teaching to help you connect the Testaments and enter into God's Word more fully 
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                                 Tabernacles (Sukkot) October 14-20 (21)

Your August Audio Teaching: David Bivin                          
Being Overcomers by Better Understanding 
the Demand Jesus Made on His First Disciples

Regional Feast of Tabernacles Event                          
Special Guest Teacher: David Emanuel                             
October 11-12, Dayton, Ohio
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Special Fall Feasts Workshop 

• Saturday, September 28th 

• 11:05 to 12:05PM (ET) 

• With James Whitman 

• jcstudies.com/tabernacles

http://jcstudies.com/tabernacles
http://jcstudies.com/tabernacles


Whole Food for the Christian Mind 
Big ideas, from my bookshelf, to develop depth in your hebraic, biblical approach to faith and practice 

"If today's church is to uncover more of the depth and breadth of the Christian 
faith, concern about accessing the very foundational teachings of Christianity, 
our Hebraic heritage, is not an option, but a necessity. Here is an enriching task 
that may require a reorientation to include new areas of study and theological 
learning. But I believe this oft-omitted emphasis in religious education is 
crucial if we are to overcome some of the shallowness and superficiality found 
in this current culture. Today's Christian often lacks a deep and intellectually 
informed faith; he or she too easily settles for an emotional Christianity, lacking 
seriousness about discipleship within the body of Christ.”

"For centuries many in the church taught that Judaism was simply a 
propaedeutic for Christianity. That is, Judaism was only necessary until 
Christianity was born. This view held that God canceled the "old" covenant 

with Israel and replaced it with a new covenant established with the church. Sadly, in the process, the 
very Hebraic theological foundation of the church was negated."

PAGE 21

"Like other rabbis [teachers] of his day, Jesus clearly indicated that a disciple's 
existence would be difficult: 'Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head' (Lk 9:58). In other words, his 
disciples would lead an itinerant lifestyle without permanent accommodations. 
The life of a student engaged in study with him would be rigorous and great 
sacrifice would be required."

"In this teaching, Jesus extended a call to prospective disciples. As these pupils 
well knew, the study of Torah was a yoke, a heavy burden. 'But,' said Jesus, 'my 
yoke is easy,' that is, 'studying with me will be so exhilarating that you won't 
even notice the yoke's weight.' One can be invigorated by a heavy workload 
when the work is interesting. On the other hand, boredom and frustration can 
make even the smallest amount of work exhausting."

"In other words, the joy and satisfaction that a student of Jesus received far outweighed the sacrifices 
that he was required to make. He taught that the value of being part of the Kingdom of Heaven was 
inestimable; it was like the value of buried treasure or a priceless fine pearl."
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“The ancient conception that the gods are spiteful seems to linger on in the mind of 
modern man, and inevitably the words of the Hebrew Bible are seen in the image of 
this conception. In gods who are spiteful, anger is a habit or a disposition. But the 
prophets never speak of an angry God as if anger were His disposition. Even those 
who dwell more on His anger than on His mercy explicitly or implicitly accentuate 
the contrast.”

"The ultimate meaning of history lies in the continuity of God's concern. His wrath 
is not regarded as an emotional outburst, as an irrational fit, but rather as a part of 
His continual care. Because the prophets could not remain calm in the face of crimes 
committed by men and disasters falling upon men, they had to remember and to 
remind others: God's heart is not stone."

"Anger is an emotion attendant upon God's judgment, but not identical with it. It is the personal 
dimension of God's justice. God is not only Judge, Guardian, and Lawgiver, but also the loving Father 
who is intimately affected by what man does to man as well as by what He Himself does to man."

"As a mode of pathos, it may be accurate to characterize the anger of the Lord as suspended love, as 
mercy withheld, as mercy in concealment. Anger prompted by love is an interlude. It is as if compassion 
were waiting to resume."
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