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The Gospel- In Context

Tom Guilliams 
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What is “the” gospel?
Is it:

All of God’s Truth(s)
The Word of God (i.e., the bible or just the New Testament)
4 books found in the New Testament
The Story of Jesus’s Life (or His Teachings)
The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
Or the explanation (telling) of these things
The explanation for how to get saved
Something else entirely?

The Four “Gospels” 
Mark is the only one that defines itself as “a gospel”- Mark 1:1

Mark has the most uses of the term amongst the 4 gospels

Matthew uses the term less frequently, but in a similar manner as Mark (often 
in parallel passages)

Luke- the passages of the Greek word for “gospel” most often translate as “good 
news”  (Acts has two uses of gospel)

The “gospel” of John doesn’t have a single use of the Greek term used to 
translate gospel or good news

1,2, 3 John also lack these terms- as does Titus, James and 2 Peter.
Ironically- John 3:16 is often viewed, by many, as the gospel in one verse.
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John 3:16: Have you seen it?
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Good
Tidings/Message

Comparing to the  “gospel” (euangelion) of Caesar
Priene Calendar Inscription: 
• Discovered in the ancient Greek city of Priene (Western Asia 

Minor/Turkey)
• Written in 9 BC to announce a new calendar based upon the 

birthday of Caesar Augustus
• Considered a key text by some NT scholars in the definition of 

the use of euangelion/gospel in the NT

“Since providence, which has ordered all things and is deeply interested in our life, has set in most perfect order 
by giving us Augustus, whom she filled with virtue that he might benefit humankind, sending him as a savior, both 
for us and for our descendants, that he might end war and arrange all things, and since he, Caesar, by his 
appearance (excelled even our anticipations), surpassing all previous benefactors, and not even leaving to 
posterity any hope of surpassing what he has done, and since the birthday of the god Augustus was the beginning 
of the good tidings [εὐαγγέλιον] for the world that came by reason of him,”  
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Was Mark Contrasting Jesus and Caesar?

• Mark 1:1- The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God

• Mark 1:14-Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 
gospel of God,

• Mark 16:15- [after resurrection] And he said to them, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.

Are there different “types” of Gospels?
The Gospel- Used 45 times without any further description

Mostly by Paul describing his message (my gospel) or by others in a generic 
way “the gospel must be preached…”

Gospel of God, of the Kingdom of God or Grace of God- Used 14 times
Matthew mostly reads as “Gospel of the Kingdom”

Gospel of Christ (or Jesus Christ)- 9 times (1-time as Lord Jesus)
Gospel of Peace-1
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The Gospel of God- concerning His Son

The message of Isaiah 40-66
These messages are generally aimed at 
comforting the exiles of Jerusalem (who were 
taken in captivity to Babylon) and giving them 
God’s message of hope, forgiveness and 
restoration.

These passages are some of the richest in 
describing God’s character, righteousness and 
desire to save.

There are many direct quotes (and many 
additional illusions or partial quotations) by Jews 
anticipating a savior/messiah---including the 
authors of the NT
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Isaiah 40:3- Used by all Four Gospels to describe 
John (the baptizer)- all mention Isaiah by name.

Matthew 3:3: 

For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, “The voice of one calling out in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight!’” 

Mark 1:3 

just as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “BEHOLD, I AM SENDING MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOU, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY; 
3 THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING OUT IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!’” [combines with 
Malachi 3:1]

Luke 3:4

And he came into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; 4 as it 
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING OUT IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘PREPARE THE
WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT! 5 EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE LOWERED; THE
CROOKED WILL BECOME STRAIGHT, AND THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH;6 AND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD!’”

John 1:23
23 He [John the Baptist] said, “I am THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING OUT IN THE WILDERNESS, ‘MAKE THE WAY OF THE LORD STRAIGHT,’ as 
Isaiah the prophet said.”

Isaiah 40 is the Announcement of “the Gospel”

“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. 2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out 
to her, that her warfare has ended, That her guilt has been removed, That she has 
received of the LORD’S hand Double for all her sins.”3 The voice of one calling out, “Clear 
the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let 
the uneven ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the 
glory of the LORD will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Call out.” Then he answered, “What shall I call out?” 
All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, 
the flower fades, When the breath of the LORD blows upon it; The people are indeed 
grass! 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 9 Go 
up on a high mountain, Zion, messenger of good news, Raise your voice forcefully, 
Jerusalem, messenger of good news; Raise it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm ruling 
for Him. Behold, His compensation is with Him, And His reward before Him.
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Go up on a high mountain, Zion, 
messenger of good news, 
Raise your voice forcefully, Jerusalem, 
messenger of good news; 
Raise it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 
10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm 
ruling for Him. Behold, His compensation is with Him-And 
His reward before Him….

“basar”:ָּבַׂשר
-to bear tidings (Derivative)

Translated in Greek 
(Septuagint- LXX)

ם ִהֵּנ֖ה ֵהיֶכֽ ֱא “Behold Your God”

Isaiah 40 is the Announcement of “the Gospel”
“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. 2 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out to her, that her warfare 
has ended, That her guilt has been removed, That she has received of the LORD’S hand Double for all her 
sins.”3 The voice of one calling out, “Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, And every mountain and hill be made low; And let the uneven 
ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, And 
all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Call out.” Then he answered, 
“What shall I call out?” All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the 
flower fades, When the breath of the LORD blows upon it; The people are indeed grass! 8 The grass withers, the 
flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever. 9 Go up on a high mountain, Zion, messenger of good news, 
Raise your voice forcefully, Jerusalem, messenger of good news; Raise it up, do not fear. Say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His 
compensation is with Him, And His reward before Him.

23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
24 For,
“All people are like grass,

and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
25 but the word of the Lord endures forever.”
And this is the word that was preached to you. 1 Pet. 1:23-24

“And this is the word which 
was preached 

[εὐαγγελισθὲν] to you”
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Isaiah 52: My People shall know my Name!

52:7 How lovely on the mountains Are the feet of him who 
brings good news, Who announces peace And brings good 
news of happiness, Who announces salvation, And says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!”

Same use of “basar” and “euangelion” derivatives

ְיׁשּוָע֑ה
Yeshuah“Malakh”

Same word used for 
king, kingdom

Isaiah’s Gospel on A Bumper Sticker

Behold Your God
He is Here & He is King

Mark 1:14-15 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Matthew simply states that Jesus says “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”
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Like John, Jesus uses a passage from 
Isaiah as His “mission” statement

17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened 
the book and found the place where it was written,
18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES,
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,
TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,
19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.”
20 And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to say 
to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

From Isaiah 61:1-2 (perhaps merging with Isaiah 58:5 and Isaiah 42:6) 

The Message of the Gospel
A PROCLAMATION A CONFRONTATION
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The Preaching (Proclaiming) of the Gospel

57 of the 94 times the word “gospel” is used in the New 
Testament (NASB) it is coupled with a word which implies 
it was “preached” 
(Preached, Proclaimed, Spoken, Heard, Testify, Message, In Word)

The Gospel is a message to be preached
Luke 20:1 On one of the days while He was teaching the people in the temple and 
preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders confronted Him,

Matthew 24:14 This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

Acts 8:40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he kept 
preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea.

1 Cor 15:1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also you stand,
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The Message of the Gospel
A PROCLAMATION

God sees what is happening and He has promised 
to show up and set things right. When that 
happens it will be Good News for You!

God is Here & He Reigns (Isaiah)
The Kingdom of God is at hand 
(Jesus)
Jesus has risen from the dead 
and is alive and still here! (The 
apostles..and you & me)

A CONFRONTATION

That Time is Now!
The implications of this Good News 
for you is dependent on your 
response(s)
Repent & Immerse, Believe, Obey, 
Walk and Hope

The Gospel has “Proof”

Prophets: When God acts on behalf of Israel it will be 
accompanied by:
Restoration and Rebuilding of Israel and Zion/Jerusalem
Peace and End to Warfare with Judgement on the Oppressors
Healing of the Broken-hearted, Sight to the Blind, Shepherding of 
the lost sheep
Salvation and the Forgiveness of Sins
Isaiah 40:1-2, Isaiah 52:7-10, Jeremiah 31:34 (New Covenant), 
Isaiah 43:1-25, Ezekiel 36:22-38
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Listen to Zechariah’s Declaration of “The Gospel”

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished 
redemption for His people, And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In 
the house of David His servant—
As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old Salvation FROM
OUR ENEMIES, And FROM THE HAND OF ALL WHO HATE US; To show mercy toward 
our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant, The oath which He swore 
to Abraham our father, To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of 
our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, In holiness and righteousness 
before Him all our days. “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; For you will go on BEFORE THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; To give to 
His people the knowledge of salvation By the forgiveness of their sins, 
Because of the tender mercy of our God With which the Sunrise from on 
high will visit us, TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF
DEATH, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Jesus Preached the Gospel with Signs Following
Matthew 4:23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. (Matt 9:35, Luke 9:6)

In response to John: And He answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the 
gospel preached to them. (Luke 7:22/ Matt 11:5)

Matthew 11:20 Then He began to denounce the cities in which most of His miracles were done, because they did not 
repent……for if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long 
ago…. (Luke 10)

Luke 11:20 But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

And the Disciples: They went out and preached that men should repent.  And they were casting out many demons and 
were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them. Mark 6:12
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Resurrection: The Definitive Sign of the Gospel

Starting from Peter’s first message in Acts 2, the resurrection of Jesus is used as the 
definitive “sign” that God has visited his people and brought good news. For Paul, it is 
foundational.

Acts 2:22-36 – Likely represents how Jesus taught the disciples to understand his 
resurrection (after the resurrection). Luke 24:45

Acts 5:29- Peter’s Gospel before the Council

Paul’s Gospel is centered on the Resurrection
1 Cor. 15: 1-4 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to 
you, which also you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if 
you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I 
delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our 
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures.

1Cor 15: 16-17 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.

1Thess 1:9-10 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had 
with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to 
wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath to come.
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The Response to the Gospel
Repentance (turning away from)
Confess (belief in and submission to God)
Obedience [of Faith(fulness)]

Walk in a manner worthy of the Gospel (Process)
Hope for the Return of God, when ALL THINGS WILL BE SET 
RIGHT….FOREVER. [Starting with another Resurrection!]

Be Baptized

Go and Tell it on the Mountain
Romans 10:8-15 But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND
IN YOUR HEART”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you 
confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting 
in salvation. For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 
Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for “WHOEVER WILL
CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.”

How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a 
preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW
BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”

Isaiah28

Joel 2

Isaiah42

Deut 30
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