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Claire:  Welcome  back.  We're  beginning  our  third  session  on           
the  Gospel  of  Luke.  We're  very  excited  to  continue  this  study             
and  we're  actually  ready  now  to  begin  with  the  infancy           
narratives.  Now,  if  we  think  about  the  synoptic  gospels,  Mark,            
Matthew,  and  Luke,  gospels  that  share  a  perspective  and  a            
chronology  and  a  movement  among  the  three,  from  the           
baptism  to  the  Galilee,  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  passion,  death,            
and  resurrection,  we  notice,  of  course,  that  both  Matthew           
and  Luke  have  two  chapters  of  material  that  we  call  the             
infancy  narratives.  The  story  of  Jesus's  childhood,  the  story           
of   His   conception,   the   story   of   His   origins.   
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These  were  intended  for  both  of  their  communities  or  for  both  their  readership  to  answer                 
questions  about  Jesus's  identity  as  God.  Was  He  simply  a  human  being  that  God  adopted  at  the                   
baptism?  Which  might  be  a  conclusion  you  would  come  to  from  the  Gospel  of  Mark  because  it                   
just  starts  with  the  baptism.  Maybe  it  was  just  something  that  happened  in  Jesus's  adult  life  that                   
he   took   on   this   messianic   identity.   

Mark,  leaving  that  unresolved,  leads  to  the  question,  is  Jesus  fully  God  or  is  He  somehow                  
especially  just  a  human?  Matthew  and  Luke,  both  in  their  infancy  narratives,  address  that  by                 
answering  the  question  that  Jesus  was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  that  Joseph  is  not  His                   
father  and  Mary  is  His  mother.  They  say  to  us  that  Jesus  is  fully  God  and  fully  man  from  the                      
moment   of   conception.   

I  want  you  to  imagine  for  a  moment  how  difficult  a  challenge  it  would  be  to  write  the  story  of                      
Jesus's  infancy  and  childhood.  When  He  went  to  the  cross,  when  He  was  preaching,  nobody                 
was  really  so  interested  in  those  kinds  of  questions.  I  don't  think  anybody  kept  a  scrapbook  as  a                    
child.  That's  not  a  thing  that  we  did  [chuckles]  in  antiquity.  Very  few  people  even  knew  how  to                    
write.   

Even  though  the  Jews  were  a  very  literate  society  because  the  synagogue  was  based  on  the                  
participation  of  the  laity  in  the  service  as  well  as  priests  and  Levites,  even  though  many  Jewish                   
boys  or  perhaps  most  Jewish  boys  would  learn  to  read  in  their  childhood,  learning  to  write  was  a                    
completely   different   skill.   That's   why   scribes   who   are   able   to   write   have   a   skilled   profession.   

Who  was  keeping  notes?  Who  was  recording  things?  Who  could  tell  us  the  story  of  Jesus?                  
Well,  in  a  very  helpful  section  in   The  Anchor  Bible  Dictionary  commentary  on  the  Gospel  of                  
Luke,  a  very  wonderful  New  Testament  scholar  named  Joseph  Fitzmyer  grappled  with  this               
question.  He  compared  the  infancy  narrative  in  Matthew  2  with  the  infancy  narratives  in  Luke  1                 
and   2,   which   are   extremely   dissimilar.   

They  are  so  dissimilar  that  in  our  books  [Gospel  Parallels,  Burton  H.  Throckmorton,  Jr.],  they                 
don't  even  try  to  make  them  parallel.  You  see  that  we  just  have  Luke  and  we  have  Matthew,  but                     
no  side  by  side,  and  yet  Fitzmyer  suggested  that  there  are  12  points  of  information  that  both                   
gospels  share.  I'll  just  run  through  these  quickly  and  they'll  be  put  on  the  screen  so  you  can  see                     
them.  These  points  of  information  are  the  kernel  that  both  Matthew  and  Luke  could  extract  from                  
the   people   they   had   access   to.   

1) First  is  that  Jesus  is  born  during  the  reign  of  Herod  the  Great.  Both  gospels  confirm  that.                   
That   means   he   has   to   be   born   before   4   BC   because   Herod   the   Great   dies   in   4   BC.   

2) Mary,  His  mother,  is  a  virgin,  engaged  to  be  married  to  Joseph,  but  they  have  not  yet                   
come  to  live  together.  She's  a  virgin  living  at  her  parents  in  a  contractual  relationship  to                  
marry   Joseph   within   a   year   or   so.   

3) Joseph  is  of  the  House  of  David.  Joseph  is  a  descendant  of  David  from  the  tribe  of                   
Judah.  Jesus,  likewise  then,  is  recognized  to  be  a  son  of  David  or  will  be  recognized  as                   
a   son   of   David   because   He's   from   the   tribe   of   Judah.   
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4) Both  gospels  tell  us  that  an  angel  is  involved  in  the  announcement  of  the  coming  birth  of                   
Jesus.  In  the  Gospel  of  Luke,  of  course,  we  know  that  the  name  of  that  angel  is  Gabriel,                   
the   messenger   angel.   

5) Both  gospels  acknowledge  that  His  conception  takes  place  through  the  Holy  Spirit,              
which  is,  of  course,  the  core  Christological  question,  the  core  question  about  the  nature                
of   Jesus   that   the   infancy   narratives   want   to   answer.   

6) Both  gospels  likewise  say  that  Joseph  is  in  no  way  involved  in  the  conception  of  Jesus.                  
Joseph   is   not   Jesus'   biological   father.   

7) The  gospels  tell  us  that  the  name  Jesus,  Yeshua,  which  means  salvation,  is  chosen  by                 
heaven  prior  to  the  birth.  Joseph  and  Mary  did  not  have  to  have  that  discussion  of,                 
"What  are  we  going  to  name  the  baby?"  [chuckles]  because  they  had  been  instructed  on                 
what  the  name  of  the  child  should  be.  It  should  be  Yeshua.  In  both  gospels,  the  angel                   
says  that  Jesus  will  be  the  savior.  He  will  save  His  people  from  their  sins.  Jesus  will  be                    
the   savior.   That   is   going   to   be   His   job   assignment.   

8) Both  gospels  tell  us  that  Jesus  is  born  after  Mary  and  Joseph  come  to  live  together.  In                   
our  study  on  the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  we  looked  at  Matthew's  account  and  how  it  focuses                  
on  Joseph.  It  focuses  on  him  as  the  modern  Joseph  who,  like  Joseph  in  the  Book  of                   
Genesis,  is  a  dreamer  of  dreams.  The  angel  speaks  to  him  in  dreams.  Joseph  saves  his                  
family  by  fleeing  to  Egypt  just  as  Joseph  in  Genesis  saves  his  family  by  taking  them  to                   
Egypt.   

9) Joseph  had  a  difficult  decision  to  make  when  Mary  was  pregnant  and  he  knew  the  child                  
was  not  his.  That  was  whether  he  would  separate  from  her  and  divorce  her  or  whether                  
he  would  marry  her  and  take  her  and  the  baby  under  his  wing.  An  angel  from  heaven                   
gave   him   the   instructions   to   take   her   and   the   baby   under   his   wing.   They   lived   together.     

10) Jesus  is  born  at  Bethlehem.  Well,  no  surprise  to  us,  but  that  was  actually  not  such  a                   
well-known  fact  for  a  lot  of  people  because  he  was  never  called  Jesus  of  Bethlehem.  He                  
was  always  called  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  This  confusion  about  His  origins  [chuckles]  was  a                
problem  for  people.  This  confusion  about  His  origins,  we  hear  it  reflected  in  the  Gospel                 
of  John.  They  articulated,  everyone  knows  that  the  Messiah  will  come  from  Bethlehem,               
they  say.  That's  their  argument  against  Jesus.  No  one  does  any  extra  research  to  find                 
out,  "Well,  where  was  He  actually  born?"  They  know  Him  as  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  but                 
Jesus   is   born   at   Bethlehem   in   the   city   of   David.     

11) Subsequently,  Jesus,  Mary,  and  Joseph  live  out  their  days  in  Nazareth.  That's  where               
Jesus   spent   His   childhood,   His   adolescence.   

12) Jesus  spent  more  time  in  Nazareth  than  in  any  other  place  in  the  Holy  Land.  He  was                  
Jesus   the   Nazarene,   Jesus   of   Nazareth.     

That's  the  kernel.  That's  the  skeleton.  Those  are  the  hard  historical  facts  that  Matthew  and  Luke                  
are  able  to  call.  Whereas  the  infancy  narrative  in  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  focuses  on  Joseph  as                   
the  star,  the  infancy  narrative  in  the  Gospel  of  Luke  focuses  on  Mary,  but  it's  not  just  Mary  alone.                     
This  infancy  narrative  is  a  very  beautifully  constructed  story  of  parallel  births.  The  birth  of  John                  
the   Baptist   and   the   birth   of   Jesus.   
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It  has  many  actors.  It  is  almost  as  though  we're  watching  on  the  stage,  a  story  unfold  with                    
scenes.  The  scene  of  Zechariah  and  then  his  departure,  and  then  a  scene  with  Mary  and  the                   
angel,  and  then  her  departure  and  the  scene  with  Elizabeth,  and  then  the  departure  off  the                 
stage.  Finally,  the  first  child  is  born,  John  the  Baptist.  The  scene  of  his  birth,  the  scene  of  his                     
circumcision,  off  the  stage  they  go,  and  then  the  scene  of  Jesus's  birth  and  His  circumcision  and                   
the   redemption   price   of   the   firstborn.   

In  between  these  scenes  with  these  major  players,  we  have  hymns.  We  have  Psalms  of  praise.                  
Simeon,  at  the  birth  of  his  child,  gives  a  beautiful  Psalmic  blessing.  Mary,  when  she  meets                  
Elizabeth,  says  the   Magnificat .  Simeon,  when  he  meets  the  baby,  Jesus,  says,  "Lord,  let  now                 
Your  servant  depart  in  peace."  There's  poetry  in  the  midst  of  these  narrative  portions  telling  us                  
about   the   birth   of   John   and   the   birth   of   Jesus.   

As  these  two  babies  are  compared,  Jesus  is  always  the  superlative.  John  is  better,  but  Jesus  is                   
best.  John  is  great  before  the  Lord,  but  Jesus  is  the  great  one.  It's  not  one-upmanship,  but  it's                    
the  understanding  once  again  that  John  the  Baptist  is  the  one  who  prepares  the  way,  call  to  be                    
a  prophet  from  his  conception,  and  yet  the  one  that  he's  preparing  for  is  Jesus.  Jesus  is  the  one                     
who   will   save   His   people   from   His   sins.   

We're  going  to  take  a  little  bit  of  a  look  now  at  how  Luke  frames  his  infancy  narrative  and  tells  us                       
this  story  of  two  babies.  What  I  would  like  us  to  be  sensitive  to  is  when  he  works  from  the  little                       
bit  that  he  has,  those  twelve  facts,  and  he  frames  them  and  he  knows  the  historic  characters                   
who  are  involved  in  Jesus's  life,  how  he  talks  about  them  in  ways  that  echo  figures  from  the  Old                     
Testament  as  well  because  we  know  that  Luke  is  reminding  us  that  what  happens  is  anticipated                  
in   scripture   and   it's   the   fulfillment   of   scripture.   

It's  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  As  he  talks  about  these  people,  he's  going  to  be  telling  us  their                     
stories  in  ways  that  will  echo  figures  just  as  Joseph,  Jesus's  stepfather,  echos  Joseph  and                 
Jesus  echoed  Moses  in  the  infancy  narrative.  Now,  we  hear  the  echoes.  We  come  to  the  first                   
episode,  which  is  the  story  of  Zechariah.  In  the  days  of  King  Herod,  this  priest  named                  
Zechariah,  who  is  from  the  order  of,  we  say  in  American  English,  Abijah,  but  in  Hebrew,  we  say                    
"Aviya,"   which   means,   "My   father   is   Yah.   My   father   is   God."   

It's  a  beautiful  order.  It's  a  beautiful  family  name.  A  descendant  of  Aaron.  He's  a  kohen.  He's  a                    
real  priest  and  he's  married  to  Elizabeth.  They  are  both  righteous  before  the  Lord.  Remember,                 
one  of  the  focal  points  of  the  infancy  narrative  is  to  let  us  know  that  God  has  kept  His  promises                      
to   Israel.   Those   pious,   righteous   people   who   are   waiting   on   the   Lord   received   His   promise.   

Now,  this  couple  has  been  married  for  a  long  time  and  they've  never  had  any  children.  They                   
have  struggled  with  the  heartbreak  of  infertility.  Now,  Elizabeth  is  past  the  age  of  childbearing.                 
She's  been  infertile  her  whole  life.  She's  menopausal.  There's  no  hope  that  they're  going  to                 
have  a  baby.  I  hear  bells  ringing.  What  other  couple  in  all  of  scripture  faced  the  double                   
whammy?  Abraham  and  Sarah,  of  course.  They  are  like  Abraham  and  Sarah.  They  are  the                 
righteous   of   Israel.   
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God,  He  gave  a  miraculous  child  to  Abraham  and  Sarah.  He  gave  them  Isaac.  Zechariah,  who's                  
a  priest--  Being  a  priest  means  you  do  a  lot  of  hard  work,  you  do  a  lot  of  physical  labor,  et                       
cetera.  The  highlight,  the  zenith  moment,  being  a  priest  is  that  time  when  you  would  get  to  go                    
burn  incense  in  the  temple  at  the  altar  of  incense  in  front  of  the  curtain  that  separates  the  Holy                     
Place   from   the   Holy   of   Holies.   

This  is  his  moment.  It's  the  time  of  the  evening  sacrifice  at  3:00  in  the  afternoon.  All  of  Israel  is                      
praying  and  he's  burning  the  incense.  As  he's  doing  this,  the  angel  Gabriel  stands  before  him                  
and  he  says,  "Zechariah,  God  has  heard  your  prayer."  Wow.  Well,  you  wonder  what  prayer  was                  
he  praying?  "God  has  heard  your  prayer  and  He  is  going  to  give  you  a  child.  Now,  I  really  have                      
to  talk  about  this  because  I  don't  think--  I  can  imagine  that  at  this  point  in  Zechariah's  life,  he's                     
still   praying   for   a   child.   

I  think  they  dealt  with  the  heartbreak.  They  dealt  with  the  sense  of  loss  and  disappointment                  
decades  ago.  Now,  they've  resigned  themselves  to  the  fact  that  they're  not  going  to  have  a                  
child.  Out  of  the  blue,  Gabriel  appears  and  he  says,  "God  has  heard  your  prayer,  so  God  knows                    
it's  perfect  time  and  He  knows  the  desires  of  the  heart  and  He  says  you're  going  to  have  a                     
child."   

Of  course,  you  remember  that  he--  Well,  as  we  look  at  this  passage,  he  says,  "Don't  be  afraid.                    
Your  prayer  has  been  heard.  Your  wife,  Elizabeth,  will  bear  a  son  and  his  name  will  be  John.                    
You  will  have  joy  and  gladness  and  many  will  rejoice.  Joy,  gladness.  He  will  be  great  in  the  sight                     
of  the  Lord.  He  will  never  drink  wine  or  strong  drink.  Even  before  his  birth,  he  will  be  filled  with                      
the  Holy  Spirit  and  he  will  turn  the  people  of  Israel  to  the  Lord  their  God  with  the  spirit  and  power                       
of  Elijah.  He  will  go  before  him  to  turn  the  hearts  of  parents  to  their  children,  the  disobedient  to                     
the   wisdom   of   the   righteous,   and   to   make   a   people   ready   for   the   Lord."   

Joy,  rejoicing,  prophet,  Nazarite,  spirit  of  Elijah,  and  Zechariah,  a  priest  who  is  educated,  who  is                  
standing  at  the  altar  of  incense  at  three  o'clock,  burning  incense  in  front  of  the  Holy  of  Holies                    
while  the  sacrifices  are  going  on  outside  the  table  says,  "How  can  I  be  sure,  how  can  I  be  sure?"                      
Gabriel  says,  "What  more  do  you  need?  I  am  the  angel  Gabriel.  I'm  telling  you  this.  You're  a                    
priest.   You   should   know   better."   

I  think  that's  why  Zechariah's  sign  is  such  a  terrible  sign.  "You're  going  to  be  struck  mute  until                    
the  baby  comes."  This  is  not  a  compassionate  sign.  This  is  a  tough  sign.  He  is  unable  to  speak                     
because,  "You  did  not  believe  my  words."  He  should  have  known  better.  He  had  that  advantage.                  
He  comes  out.  He  can't  talk.  People  can  discern  that  he  had  some  extraordinary,  visionary                 
experience.   He   goes   home   to   Elizabeth   and   she   conceives.   For   five   months,   she   hides   herself.   

At  this  point,  I  always  like  to  throw  in  the  real  practical  aspect.  Why  does  she  hide  herself  for  five                      
months?  Because  it  would  take  that  long  for  her  to  start  showing.  This  is  just  real  life.  It  would                     
take  that  long  for  her  to  start  showing,  for  people  to  feel  the  baby,  et  cetera.  If  she  had  said  to                       
people  earlier,  "By  the  way,  I'm  pregnant,"  everyone  would  have  said,  "Oh  dear,  it's  a                 
breakdown.  She's  delusional.  She's  imagining  things.  I'm  so  sorry  for  you,  poor  Elizabeth."  After                
five   months,   it   was   hard   not   to   accept   and   acknowledge   that   she   was   pregnant.   
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That's  the  story  of  Zechariah.  Zechariah's  story  and  Mary's  story  are  parallel  to  each  other.  The                  
angel  Gabriel  appears.  He  says,  "Don't  be  afraid."  He  says,  "Hail  Mary,  the  Lord  is  with  you.  You                    
have  found  favor  with  God,"  and  then  he  invites  her  to  become  the  mother  of  Jesus.  "You  will                    
bear  a  son  and  He  will  be  great  and  called  the  Son  of  the  Most  High.  The  Lord  God  will  give  to                        
Him  the  throne  of  His  ancestor,  David.  He  will  reign  over  the  House  of  Jacob  forever."  Mary                   
says,   "How   can   I   be   sure?   How   can   this   happen?   I'm   a   virgin."   

Both  of  these  people  who  received  the  angelic  visitation  have  a  tough  question,  but  she  does                  
not  receive  rebuke.  She  receives  encouragement.  "The  Holy  Spirit  will  come  upon  you.  The                
power  of  the  Most  High  will  overshadow  you.  The  child  born  to  you  will  be  holy.  He  will  be  called                      
the  Son  of  God  and  your  sign  is  that  your  relative,  Elizabeth,  who  never  had  a  child  in  her  life,  is                       
now  pregnant  in  the  sixth  month  of  her  pregnancy.  That  is  your  comfort.  Nothing  is  impossible                  
with   God."  

Mary  says,  "Here  I  am,  the  servant  of  the  Lord.  Let  it  be  done  to  me  according  to  your  word,"                      
and  the  angel  departed  from  her.  I  think  that  we  have  to  think  about  Mary  as  perhaps  being  a                     
teenager.  I  think  marriage  is--  I  don't  think  marriages  were  arranged.  People  got  married  young,                 
somewhere  between  15  and  18  with  that  innocence  and  that  purity  and  willingness  to  do                 
anything   for   God.   

She  takes  on  a  very  difficult,  complex,  socially  stigmatizing  situation.  "Yes,  I  will  be  the  mother.                  
I'm  not  going  to  ask  how  will  I  be  married,  who  will  be  the  father,  but  I  am  Your  servant.  Let  it  be                         
done  unto  me  according  to  your  word."  From  that  moment,  the  crisis  for  the  family  must  begin                   
because  our  next  scene,  which  Luke  presents  as  all  happiness  and  joy,  is  that,  actually,  Mary  is                   
sent   away.   

Mary  had  to  tell  her  parents,  "I'm  pregnant."  Mary  had  to  tell  her  parents,  "Joseph's  not  the                   
father."  Mary  had  to  say  to  her  parents,  "This  is  a  conception  of  the  Holy  Spirit  because  an  angel                     
appeared  to  me."  Oh  brother.  When  we  read  it,  we  just  think  it's  all  well  and  good  because  we're                     
not  living  it,  but  we  see  from  Matthew  that  it's  something  that  Joseph  has  to  work  through.  We                    
can  understand  how  such  a  trip  to  visit  Elizabeth,  which  for  Mary  was  her  lifeline  to  hope  and  to                     
strength,   how   that   bought   time   for   everything   to   get   figured   out   back   home.   

In  the  meantime,  she  and  Elizabeth  meet  each  other.  They  rejoice  because  they  both  have  been                  
visited  by  the  hand  of  God.  They  both  have  the  Holy  Spirit  on  their  lives.  The  baby  leaps  for  joy                      
in  the  womb  of  Elizabeth  and  Mary  gives  a  song,  the   Magnificat,  "My  soul  magnifies  the  Lord                   
and  my  spirit  rejoices  in  God  my  savior."  This  is  a  song  that  echoes  the  song  of  Hannah  at  the                      
time   of   the   conception   of   the   prophet   Samuel.   

This  is  our  first  little  link  to  the  prophet  Samuel  and  to  Hannah,  to  them  as  model  figures  for                     
Mary  as  well  and  for  Jesus.  She  stays  with  Elizabeth  for  three  months,  nearly  to  the  birth  of                    
John  the  Baptist.  I  assume  back  home  in  Nazareth,  Joseph  has  made  his  decision.  Word  has                  
been  sent.  Mary  comes  back.  Joseph  and  she  begin  to  live  together  in  a  household  and  they                   
await   the   birth   of   the   baby   Jesus.   

6   



In  the  meantime,  John  the  Baptist  is  born.  I  think  we  won't  go  into  great  length,  except  to  notice,                     
first  of  all,  that  they  circumcised  the  baby  on  the  eighth  day  and  then  they  announced  his  name.                    
That  is  authentic  Jewish  practice.  If  you  know  pregnant  people  in  Israel  today,  you  don't  go  up                   
and  say,  "Have  you  chosen  a  name  for  the  baby?"  You  don't  say  to  Jewish  people,  "What  is  the                     
baby   going   to   be   named?"   

That's  impolite  because  you  don't  announce  the  name  of  the  baby  until  the  circumcision.  That's                 
the  formal  recognition  and  inclusion  of  the  child  in  the  Jewish  community.  Luke's  gospel  written                 
by  a  Gentile  god-fearer,  it  preserves  these  traditions  that  are  still  followed  today.  The  baby  is                  
born,  everyone  rejoices.  They  have  a  big  brit,  a  bris.  They  circumcise  the  baby.  They  announce                  
his  name.  Zechariah  gives  a  wonderful  song  of  praise  to  God  that  speaks  both  of  the  baby  John                    
and   of   the   coming   one   he   will   serve.   

That  brings  us  to  Chapter  2  to  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Chapter  2,  in  particular,  is  something  that  we                     
have  to  stop  and  really  listen  to  what  Luke  wants  to  tell  us  because,  in  our  minds,  we've  all                     
watched  so  many  films  and  so  many  mini-series  on  the  gospels  that  we  have  this  vision  of  Mary                    
pregnant  at  9  months,  riding  on  the  back  of  a  donkey  in  the  rain,  and  Joseph  going  up  and                     
knocking   on   hotel   after   motel.   

They're  being  turned  away  at  every  place.  Finally,  some  guy  takes  a  little  compassion  on  them                  
and  tells  them  to  go  over  into  the  stable  and  have  that  baby  over  by  the  animals.  That  story  isn't                      
here.  When  I  look  at  my  text,  I  don't  find  anything  about  knocking  on  the  door  and  being  turned                     
away  and  walking--  I  mean,  being  on  the  donkey  in  the  rain.  That  is  something  that  we  have  to                     
clear   our   minds   up   and   we   have   to   hear   what   he   really   says.   

First  of  all,  he  begins  with  a  census.  The  census  of  Emperor  Augustus  is  during  the  time  that                    
Quirinius  was  governor  of  Syria  and  everybody  has  to  go  back  to  their  hometowns.  This  is  the                   
catalyst  for  Joseph  and  Mary  to  make  a  trip  to  Bethlehem,  which  happens  to  be  his  hometown.                   
He  is  from  the  family  of  David.  He  is  part  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  When  he  comes  to  his                      
hometown,  he's  not  coming  to  a  place  where  he's  a  stranger.  He's  coming  to  a  place  where  he                    
has   relatives.   

In  fact,  the  text  actually  says  while  they  were  there,  the  time  came  for  her  to  be  delivered.  Not                     
while  they  were  on  the  way,  but  while  they  were  there.  How  long  were  they  there?  Two  days?                    
Two  months?  Where  were  they  staying?  With  relatives?  With  friends?  They're  not  coming  to  a                 
big  city  like  Jericho,  which  has  hotels  and  motels.  They're  coming  to  a  small  Jewish  village  in                   
which  hospitality  is  the  rule.  When  you  go  to  a  small  village  where  you  have  relatives,  somebody                   
is   going   to   open   up   and   make   space   for   you.   

Remember,  Joseph  and  Mary  are  not  the  only  people  who  have  been  dislocated  because  of  this                  
census,  but  there  is  movement  of  people  all  around.  While  they  were  there,  the  time  came  for                   
her  to  be  delivered.  She  gave  birth  to  her  first-born  son  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes.                   
All  of  that  is  just  perfectly  normal  and  we're  very,  very  comfortable.  That's  how  babies  like,                  
receiving   blankets   and   all   snug,   and   then   we   come   to   the   difficult   or   the   unusual   part.   
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They  laid  him  in  a  manger  because  there  was  no  room  for  them  in  the  inn.  Well,  first  of  all,  the                       
manger  is  unusual.  The  manger  is  not  your  normal  crib,  but  they're  guests  at  somebody  else's                  
house.  Perhaps  they  had  a  room  for  the  baby  already  ready.  Perhaps  they  had  a  crib  up  in                    
Nazareth   that's   waiting   for   them,   but   they   don't   have   one   here   in   Bethlehem.   

When  we  had  our  first-born  son,  we  were  housesitting  at  somebody  else's  house.  I  took  a                  
drawer  out  of  the  dresser.  I  put  a  pillow  in  it.  I  lined  it  with  blankets  and  a  sheet.  For  the  first                        
couple  of  months  of  his  life,  he  slept  in  a  drawer  because  I  was  at  a  different  location.  The                     
importance  of  the  mangers  that  it  becomes  the  sign  for  the  shepherds.  "Which  baby  is  it  going  to                    
be?   How   will   we   know   the   baby?"   

The  angel  say,  "It's  the  baby  who's  in  the  manger,"  which  is  a  lovely  connection  for  shepherds  of                    
sheep  who  know  feeding  troughs  and  take  care  of  animals.  The  Lamb  of  God  is  being  born  in                    
the  city  of  David,  the  Shepherd  King.  We  just  have  oodles  and  oodles  of  connections  that  we                   
can  make  symbolically,  which  is  very  beautiful.  The  manger  is  simply  a  substitute  for  a  crib  in                   
this   situation.   Why?   Because   there   is   no   room   for   them   in   the   end.   

Well,  here's  the  problem.  It's  this  word,  I-N-N,  "inn,"  which  in  our  minds  evokes  hotels  and                  
motels,  but  the  word  in  the  Greek  is  not  hotel  or  motel.  The  word  in  the  Greek  is  "kataluma,"                     
K-A-T-A-L-U-M-A.  Kataluma  actually  means  the  guest  room  or  the  upper  room  in  a  building.                
When  Jesus  says  to  His  disciples  in  Luke  22,  "Go  find  the  guest  room.  Go  arrange  the  guest                    
room   where   we   can   eat   the   Last   Supper,"   it's   this   word   "kataluma."   

It  is  not  the  word  for  a  hotel  because  Luke  knows  the  word  for  a  hotel,  which  he  does  use  in  the                        
parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  In  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  the  Samaritan  takes  the                  
injured  man  down  to  Jericho,  an  international  trading  city  with  an  enormous  population  that  is                 
host  to  international  travelers  all  the  time.  In  Jericho,  you  have  actual  hotels  and  they  are  called                   
"pundakeion,"   P-U-N-D-A-K-E-I-O-N.   Pundakeion   is   an   inn.   

In  fact,  that  word  is  common  to  modern  Hebrew.  We  say  "pundak"  when  we  want  to  talk  about                    
an  inn  or  a  tavern.  Pundak  has  come  from  Greek  into  Hebrew  and  stayed.  In  the  Gospel  of                    
Luke,  he  distinguishes  between  a  hotel  in  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan  and  a  guest  room                   
in  the  story  of  the  infancy  narrative.  Really,  we  should  say  she  laid  him  in  a  manger  because                    
there  was  no  place  for  them  in  the  guest  room.  This  helps  us  think  about  Bethlehem  and  the                    
traditional   side   of   the   nativity.   

The  Church  of  the  Nativity  is  right  where  the  town  center  would  have  been.  When  you  go  into                    
the  grotto  of  the  nativity,  you're  going  into  the  basement  cave  of  a  home.  Homes  then  were                   
courtyard  homes.  They  had  entry-level  that  was  ground  level.  They  would  have  storerooms               
down  below,  perhaps  utilizing  an  already  existing  cave  or  carving  a  basement  out  of  soft                 
limestone.  They  would  have  upper  rooms  where  they  could  put  guests.  This  house  is  too                 
crowded   and   too   full   for   Mary   to   have   privacy.   

Of  course,  with  the  giving  birth,  there's  the  shedding  of  blood.  Also,  we  want  to  maintain  purity  of                    
the  rooms  in  the  house.  All  of  this  changes  our  picture  because  now,  we  have  the  birth  of  Jesus                     
in  a  Jewish  community  aided  perhaps  by  aunts  and  cousins  and  midwives  who  could  help  with                  
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delivery.  I'm  so  happy  for  Joseph  that  he  didn't  have  to  catch  the  baby.  As  we  read  through  the                     
rest   of   the   narrative,   we   see   joy   and   rejoicing.   We   see   this   good   news   brought   to   the   shepherds.   

We  don't  have  a  sense,  for  even  a  moment,  of  pressure,  of  marginalization,  of  being  outcast.                  
Instead,  we  have  community  beginning  with  the  enunciation  to  the  angels,  who  come  and  see                 
the  baby  and  hear  the  good  news  of  glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and  on  earth,  peace  to  those                      
whom  God  favors.  Mary  experiences  this.  She  treasures  these  words  in  her  heart.  As  we're                 
going  to  continue  looking  at  the  infancy  narrative  and  Jesus's  childhood  in  the  next  session,                 
we're  going  to  see  how  fully  embedded  in  Jewish  practice  and  Jewish  community  the  infancy                 
narrative   of   the   Gospel   of   Luke   really   is.   It   gives   us   a   different   picture   than   we've   had   previously.   

Mary  and  Joseph  are  not  strangers  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  but  they  are  part  of  an  extended                    
family,  of  a  community  who  share  their  joy,  and  even  the  shepherds  who  really  are  probably  a                   
little  bit  of  strangers  to  them.  Even  the  shepherds  are  invited  in  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus,                    
the  Son  of  David,  the  Shepherd  King,  who  will  one  day  be  the  Lamb  of  God.  We  want  to  invite                      
all  of  you  at  home  to  join  us  in  our  next  section  as  we  conclude  the  infancy  narrative  and  we                      
look  at  Jesus,  the  child,  12  years  old  as  He  goes  up  to  the  temple.  We  hope  to  have  you  with                       
us.   

[00:30:06]   [END   OF   AUDIO]   
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