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Feast Passover 

Pesach 
Unleavened Bread 
Hag Hamotzi 

First Fruits 
Yom Habikkurim 

Pentecost 
Shavu’ot 

Primary Verse Leviticus 23:5 Leviticus 23:6-8 Leviticus 23:9-14 Leviticus 23:15-21 
Time of 
Observance 

14th day of the 1st month (Nissan) 15th day of the 1st month (Nissan); 
lasts for 7 days 

The day after the Sabbath following 
Unleavened Bread (Nissan) 

50th day after First Fruits (Sivan) 

Biblical 
Covenant 
Connections 

Redemption 
This feast celebration recalls God’s 
miraculous deliverance of the 
Israelites from Egyptian slavery. 
The final act of might over the 
Egyptian gods was the plague of 
the firstborn. The angel of death 
passed over the Israelites who had 
placed the blood of the Passover 
lamb on their doorposts (Ex 
12:1-14). 
 
In subsequent observances, they 
ate the Passover Seder meal. The 
three essential elements were 
bitter herbs, unleavened bread, 
and the Passover lamb. 
 

Sanctification 
During the Passover, the Israelites 
had to move quickly; they did not 
have time for the bread to rise (Ex 
12:33-34). 
 
In subsequent observances, they 
were to remove yeast from their 
houses and eat bread without 
leaven for 7 days to symbolize 
separating themselves from sin and 
becoming a holy people (Ex 
12:15-20). 
 

Provision 
The first of the barley harvest was 
brought to the priest who 
presented it as a wave offering to 
the Lord in an act of thanksgiving 
for the harvest and 
acknowledgement that the harvest 
belonged to Him. 

Provision 
50 days after the first fruits, 2 
loaves of leavened bread (wheat 
offering) were presented to God, 
marking the end of the grain 
harvest. 
 
Revelation 
At Mt. Sinai, God gave His word 
and presence to Moses and the 
Israelites, (Ex 19:16-24:4) promising 
to dwell among them in the 
tabernacle (Ex 25:8-9). 
 

 Sacrifice 
The perfect Passover Lamb of the 
new exodus is Jesus, the sacrificial 
lamb who died for our sins (1 Peter 
1:18-19). He delivers us from the 
slavery of sin (Luke 4:18). 

Holiness 
The body of Jesus was pierced and 
striped like unleavened bread 
(matzah) and He was found to be 
without sin (leaven). He is the 
bread of life (John 19:1-3, 34). 

Ascension 
Jesus is the first fruits from the 
dead. Jesus’ resurrection marks the 
beginning of the harvest of souls 
(1 Cor 15:20-23). 

Indwelling 
50 days after Jesus arose, God 
poured out his Holy Spirit on 
believers gathered in Jerusalem, 
dwelling within His people (Acts 
2:1-41). 

Additional 
Notes 

Jesus was crucified on Passover (I 
Cor 5:7b) 

 
This is a pilgrimage festival, 
meaning the Israelites would travel 
to Jerusalem and bring their 
offerings to The Temple. 

Jesus was buried on the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread. 

Jesus rose from the dead on the 
Feast of First Fruits. 

The redemption of Passover was 
completed in Pentecost as God 
made the Israelites His people (Ex 
19:4-6). 

 
This is a pilgrimage festival, 
meaning the Israelites would travel 
to Jerusalem and bring their 
offerings to The Temple. 
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Feast Trumpets 
Yom Teru’ah 

Atonement 
Yom Kippur 

Tabernacles 
Sukkot 

Sabbath 
Shabbat 

Primary 
Verse 

Leviticus 23:24-25 Leviticus 23:26-32 Leviticus 23:33-43 Leviticus 23:3 

Time of 
Observanc
e 

The first day of the 7th month 
(Tishri) 

The 10th day of the 7th month 
(Tishri) 

On the 15th day of the 7th month (Tishri); lasts for 7 
days 

Every 7th day 

Biblical 
Covenant 
Connectio
ns 

Repentance 
In the ancient world, a king’s 
coronation was marked by 
sounding the shofar (trumpet). 
This feast recognizes God as the 
Creator and, in the shofar blasts, 
acknowledges His Kingship over 
that creation. 
 
It is a day when the people of 
Israel take stock of their spiritual 
condition and make the necessary 
changes to ensure that the 
upcoming year will be pleasing to 
God. The shofar is sounded to 
alert the faithful that the time of 
repentance is near. 
 

Absolution 
The High Priest entered the 
Holy of Holies to make 
atonement for the nation by 
offering sacrifices (Lev 
16:1-34). 
 
It is the holiest day in the 
Jewish year – the Sabbath of 
Sabbaths (a day of complete 
rest & self-denial). It is spent 
in fasting, prayer, and 
confession. At the end of the 
day, a final blast of the shofar 
is sounded. 
 

Rejoicing 
This final harvest feast (grapes) celebrates God’s 
presence with the Israelites in the wilderness. The 
people were to eat, sleep, and pray in temporary 
dwellings (sukkot / tabernacles / tents) as a 
memorial of Israel’s walk with God in the 
wilderness. 
 
The sukkot are made and decorated with natural 
materials, adding to the celebration of God’s 
abundant harvest. 
 
This is the only feast where God commands His 
people to be joyful. 
 

Rest 
On the 7th day of creation, 
God rested, blessing it and 
setting it apart as holy (Gen 
2:2-3). It is such a special 
feast that the Israelites were 
to observe it every 7 days. 
 
The observance of Shabbat 
from sundown Friday to 
sundown Saturday brought 
God’s blessing of rest to the 
Israelites as they worshipped 
and remembered His act of 
Creation. 
 

 Regathering 
King Jesus is reigning now and He 
will return to finish what He set in 
motion (I Thes 4:16-17). The Lord 
will regather the believers at the 
sound of the shofar/trumpet. 

Remission 
Jesus is the sacrifice for the 
atonement of our sins (Rom 
3:23-26). Jesus entered the 
Holy of Holies once and for 
all, securing our eternal 
redemption (Heb 9:11-15). 

Joy 
In the time of Jesus, there was a tradition to draw 
and pour water over the altar on the last day of the 
Feast to signify gratitude for the rains leading to the 
harvest and to pray for rain in the next year. At this 
most joyful moment, Jesus cried out “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to me and drink…out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water.” (John 7:37-38) 
He is our living water!  

Restoration 
Jesus offers his Shabbat rest 
to all who are weary and 
burdened (Matt 11:28). He 
invites us into rest from our 
works and offers us His 
restoration in it (Heb 4:9-10). 

Additional 
Notes 

This has come to be known as the 
spiritual new year, which has led 
to the commonly-used name 
Rosh Hashanah, which means 
“head of the year.” 

The 10 day period from Feast 
of Trumpets to The Day of 
Atonement is referred to as 
the 10 Days of Awe. It is a 
time when people are 
hopeful and expectant in 
waiting on the Lord. 

Many scholars believe Jesus was born at this time, 
coming to dwell with His people: “And the Word 
became flesh and tabernacled with us.” (John 1:14) 

 
This is a pilgrimage festival, meaning the Israelites 
would travel to Jerusalem and bring their offerings 
to The Temple. 

The Sabbath is a time to 
recharge/refresh so we can 
continue to do His Kingdom 
work. 
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Family Activity Ideas: Adapted from the teachings of James Whitman, Center for Judaic-Christian Studies 

These are some ideas on how to celebrate the feasts in your home. Use them as they are or come up with your own. Happy feasting! 

Sabbath- Make this a day of rest and unplug from electronics as much as possible. Spend time with the Creator and worship Him, maybe 

with something creative: art, music, dance, etc. Read a good book, take a walk and notice the sights and sounds of nature, or snuggle 

with your family and just “be.”  

Passover- Participate in a Passover Seder meal and/or watch The Prince of Egypt movie and look for the connections with God’s plan of 

salvation through Jesus. I have created a Passover Seder Haggadah (guide) that is from the Christian perspective and great for families. 

Please contact me and I would be happy to pass it on and teach you how to have a Passover Seder in your home. 

Unleavened Bread- Place matzah on the table to snack on as a reminder that Jesus was without sin and to symbolize our choice to 

separate ourselves from sin. You can also have a burning candle beside it to remind you of this significance. 

First Fruits- Bake cookies and give them to people as an act of thanksgiving (fire dept., neighbors, etc.). Include a note saying, “HE IS 

RISEN!” Offer to pray for them. 

Pentecost- Have communion with grape juice and a loaf of challah bread (available at most grocery stores). Celebrate the giving of His 

word and the Holy Spirit with praise and worship. Pray for more of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

Trumpets- Blow the shofar (or listen to a recording) and invite the Holy Spirit to search your heart. Spend time with God, no requests or 

intercessions. Go to a river/lake and cast pebbles into the water as you repent of your sins (Micah 7:19). Ask forgiveness of one another. 

Set some spiritual goals; ask the Father to reveal the areas to focus on and pray for wisdom.  

Atonement- A most holy Sabbath, a day of complete rest. Do a complete fast, or fast from all carbs/sugar, electronics, and all luxuries. 

Pray, sing, and read scriptures on the theme of forgiveness. At sundown, the evening meal could have a sweet element representing a 

sweet new year of forgiveness. 

Tabernacles- Celebrate the harvest! Go to a pumpkin patch, take a hayride, paint pumpkins, and make caramel apples. Have a bonfire 

and share your favorite things about God’s creation. Talk about God dwelling in us. Sleep in a tent and look up at the stars. 

Contact Information- christine@wavle.com 

References:  
James Whitman, The Center for Judaic-Christian Studies, https://www.jcstudies.com/ 
Hebrew for Christians, https://www.hebrew4christians.com/ 

https://www.jcstudies.com/
https://www.hebrew4christians.com/


Biblical Holy Days by Christine Wavle, edited by Mark 
 
 

Calendar Dates 
When a feast spans multiple days, the first full day is listed here. 
Sabbath is not listed in the table below, as it happens every week. 

Feast 2020 2021 2022 

Passover April 9 March 28 April 16 

First Fruits April 12 April 4 April 17 

Pentecost May 29 May 17 June 5 

Trumpets September 19 September 7 September 26 

Atonement September 28 September 16 October 5 

Tabernacles October 3 September 21 October 10 

 


