
Shalom Haverim Partners and Friends! 

Autumn has been full of meaningful ministry activity 
here at JC Studies. Thank you for supporting the work 

financially, and for participating in the studies as you 

are able. Here are some of the recent highlights. 

Haverim Lecture Series with David Emanuel 

Every year, the Church of the Messiah* hosts an 

amazing regional event here in Dayton, Ohio, 
celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths). The 

Friday and Saturday convocations were inspired and 

inspiring. Each night featured high praise in music, 

banner and flag processionals, and special dances by 
children, teens, and adults of all ages. All this was 

punctuated by congregational singing and dancing.     

It was truly memorable because it is so God-honoring. 

Between gatherings, on 
Saturday morning, we 

hosted a seminar. This 

year, Dr. David Emanuel 

of Nyack College was our 
guest scholar. He tackled 

the subject of how we 

got our Bible. I remember 

thinking while listening to 
him that this teaching is 

something every disciple 

needs to hear. The historical process of faithfully 

passing on the sacred text truly glorifies God, while 

offering critical cautions concerning modern trends in 
translation. These messages will be part of your 

monthly materials in 2020. 

* For those readers newer to JC Studies, Church of the 

Messiah is a congregation that draws from the best of 
Christian origins and Jewish roots in faithful expressions 

of Spirit-filled, New Covenant discipleship. Dwight A. 

Pryor, our founder, was an elder, teacher, and formative 

influence there for many years. I followed in his footsteps 
for fourteen years then—to tend to the growing needs 

of JC Studies—transitioned to youth leader with my 

wife and another couple. CoM is our church family. 

The Ecclesiastes Challenge 

Israel's ancient sages linked studying the book of 
Ecclesiastes with the pilgrim festival of Booths. As a 

result of my Fall Feasts Workshop, a large number of 

you joined our three-week Ecclesiastes Challenge. 

Every week we studied the biblical book with Dwight 
as our guide. Then, we met online to unpack and apply 

what we learned with each other. 

A couple in Africa shared an encouraging kingdom 

story with the group. I’m sharing it here with you, 

Our marriage verse was Ecc. 3:11. It took on such deep 

meaning for us during three years of waiting, with 

delays, hardships, and difficulties before our day finally 

arrived. But when it did, it was a day of great rejoicing 

in God because, through all the 'meaningless' of what 

the world was throwing at us, we saw how very special 

God made it. 

Even now, as we seek to walk in obedience to him, we 

are blown away by how many people comment on 

some beautiful aspect reflected in our marriage. Those 

types of comments really do keep surprising us. 

On the second page of this Nov. update, I share some 

of the group’s favorite Dwight Pryor quotes from 

Ecclesiastes. They are edifying to read and reflect upon. 

Would you like to watch a replay of our final meeting? 
Go to: https://www.crowdcast.io/e/ecclesiastes-2019. 

Next Month: A New Pilgrim Feast Bookmark 

Our bookmarks for 2020 are coming your way in 

December's mailing. These three cornerstone festivals 

of Israel remind us of the big picture of salvation, and 

how Jesus joins the Testaments together. 

The message this month is the third in a seminar by 

Ron Herms entitled, How Israel’s Story Shaped Paul’s 

Worldview and Communities. Student notes are included. 

Thank you for your investment in me, and the       
ministry of JC Studies; it is bearing fruit. Please pray    
for the impact of my “Connecting the Testaments” 

seminar in Chicago this month.
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Hebraic Perspective Bible teaching that helps disciples of Jesus live faithfully 
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Your November Audio Teaching featuring Ron Herms: 
Israel’s Story and Paul’s Worldview: Paul and the Torah (part 3 of 4)
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Coming, Should it Please the Lord, in Early 2020

Sabbath Workshop
This one-hour online 

workshop is designed 
to help you practically 
apply important Hebraic 

Heritage concepts.

Transforming Easter
A program designed 
to empower you to 

host a unique Gospel 
centered Passover 

meal in your home.

Gospel of Mark
Our next “Following 
Jesus” video course  

for group and 
individual study 

features Claire Pfann.

Torah Podcast
A weekly walk 

through the five books 
of Moses with an eye 
towards making new  

covenant connections.

James
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Whole Food for the Christian Mind 
Big ideas, from my bookshelves, to help develop depth in a Hebraic, biblical approach to faith and practice 

“The author evokes a religious skepticism—even a cynicism that many find 
strange—and a sort of pessimistic fatalism that is without parallel anywhere 
else in the Scriptures. But I believe that Ecclesiastes is a powerful critique, first 
of all to simplistic religious systems and theologies. And, secondly, it is a 
critique to naive human ambitions for fame and wealth and pleasure. Quite 
frankly, people like to be encouraged. And the Teacher (Koheleth), as we will 
see, does encourage us. But before he does so, he greatly discourages us.”

“The pursuit of wisdom (hokmah) is not something that is done passively. You 
can't sit on your backside on a padded pew and be spoon-fed wisdom by a preacher.  It is something that you have 
to actively, aggressively pursue. Wisdom has to be something that is of supreme value to you because it must be 
learned. It is not a natural endowment, you are not born with it. Wisdom is a learning experience that comes 
through God teaching us. There is a reciprocity that goes on here. We have to apply ourselves in the pursuit of 
wisdom. But if we seek it, God will supply it.”

“What is Ecclesiastes all about? The point is simply this. He is trying to tell us how we are to enjoy life as a gift 
from God. Ecclesiastes is not primarily about the vanity of life, it’s about the abundance of life to those who fear 
God. The fear of God is a commitment of one’s total being to wholeheartedly trust and obey him. That truly is what 
it means to fear before God, not some attitude in which you are afraid to approach and you’re scared to death 
because you are being dangled over the fires of hell. No, the fear of God is an attitude of honoring and respecting in 
which you commit your whole being to trust and to obey Him.”

“We see only life from the underneath side, under the sun. Like the back side of a tapestry, all you see is, as it were, 
madness. Here’s strings going everywhere. There is no pattern. It’s ugly from the bottom side but from the top side, 
the tapestry is a beautiful mosaic, showing a divine pattern at work. But if your perspective is only from under the 
sun, and you are looking on the underneath side of the mosaic, or the tapestry, or the quilt (or whatever image you 
want to use), all you see are the rough edges, the knots, the cuts, the apparently meaningless convergence of colors 
and threads and designs. But from above, it is beautiful. God is sovereign.”

“The good things of this world should be viewed as gifts from God. But not only are the things a gift from God, the 
ability to enjoy good things are a gift from God. All good, in other words, comes from God. It comes from above. It 
is not under the sun. But it is above the sun. Or said another way, it is in the Son, Jesus, the embodiment of wisdom.”

* This article illustrates how our Lord Jesus and his Hebraic way of thinking need to be the touchstone 
for disciples in both western and non-western nations. “Hear him,” is the Father’s command. ~ James

Centuries of Western art depicting Jesus as fair-skinned may incline some of us to forget that 
he was a Middle Eastern Jew who lived under oppressive Roman rule and whose followers 
were first called “Christians” in Antioch—the ruins of which lie in modern-day Turkey. 
Christianity did not come from the West.

Today, Christianity is the largest and most diverse belief system in the world, representing 
the most even racial and cultural spread, with roughly equal numbers of self-identifying 
Christians living in Europe, North America, Latin America, and sub-Saharan Africa. Over 60 
percent of Christians live in the Global South, and the center of gravity for Christianity in the 
coming decades will likely be increasingly non-Western.

According to Pew Reseach Center, by 2060, sub-Saharan Africa could be home to 40 percent of the world’s self-
identifying Christians. And while China is currently the global center of atheism, Christianity is spreading there so 
quickly that China could have the largest Christian population in the world by 2025 and could be a majority-
Christian country by 2050, according to Purdue University sociologist Fenggang Yang.

To be clear: The fact that Christianity has been a multicultural, multiracial, multiethnic movement since its 
inception does not excuse the ways in which Westerners have abused Christian identity to crush other cultures. 
After the conversion of the Roman emperor Constantine in the fourth century, Western Christianity went from 
being the faith of a persecuted minority to being linked with the political power of an empire—and power is 
perhaps humanity’s most dangerous drug.

But, ironically, our habit of equating Christianity with Western culture is itself an act of Western bias. The last book 
of the Bible paints a picture of the end of time, when “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people and language” will worship Jesus (Rev. 7:9). This was the multicultural vision of Christianity in the 
beginning. For all the wrong turns made by Western Christians in the last 2,000 years, when we look at church 
growth globally today, it is not crazy to think that this vision could ultimately be realized.
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