
To God’s People in the Wilderness, 

Sukkot critiques culture. Building and dwelling in little 

booths during the Feast of Tabernacles displays the 

difference. The organized systems we grow up in give 

the illusion of security but come at a cost; do it our 
way to prosper. The invisible kingdom we receive by 

trusting in and obeying our faithful King is priceless yet 

free. It is a secure future being manifest now to help 

former slaves learn to live as the Father's children. 

Move out to move in; that is the lesson of Tabernacles. 

Indeed the ancient sages of Israel connected the 

reading of Ecclesiastes (Koheleth) with Sukkot. 

Reading from right to left—from the new covenant 

back into covenant history—we could summarize the 
book's message like this. Life under the Sun is one of 

meaningless toil. Life under the Son is one of 

meaningful service. Choose. Daily. 

"Shalom I leave with you; my shalom I give to you. Not 

as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts 

be troubled, neither let them be afraid." John 14:27 

We Raised $1000 for the Mercy Fund 

The hunger for a Hebraic Perspective is growing, 

evidenced by our annual feast workshops that draw 
hundreds of participants worldwide. Our Fall Feasts 

Workshop held online in conjunction with the Feast of 

Trumpets (Saturday, September 19th) was no exception. 

I received positive feedback from those who attended. 

Together we raised $1000 for the Mercy Fund ministry 

of Christ Church in Jerusalem. One of the many godly 

services provided by the Mercy Fund is to help local 

believers (Messianic Jews and Christians) who can't 
meet expenses due to low salaries and emergencies. 

The need is even more pressing in light of current 

circumstances. Thank you for contributing. 

And to all haverim who donate, thank you. Giving is 

never expected but always appreciated. Your support 

enables discipling enterprises like live workshops. And, 

thanks to you, we ministered to over 300 people in our 

August course, The Wonders of the Priestly Blessing.     

I am humbled, and thankful to journey with you. 

Your Audio Message and Transcript for October 

After the recent Fall Feasts Workshop, I chatted with 

several of you who asked if I could go into more detail 

than the one-hour overview. That, combined with how 
many of you enjoy hearing from my oldest daughter 

Rosalind, is how your October audio came to be. At 

jcstudies.com/haverim, you can listen to and download 

the teaching conversation, as well as access the 
transcript. May it deepen your devotion to Messiah and 

your appreciation for God's Word. 

Some Good Mail Coming Your Way 

❖ We are printing new bookmarks commemorating the 

pilgrim feasts for 2021. Look for our next mailing. 

❖ Coming to you in January of 2021, The Sabbath, the 

Spirit, and the Healing of the Soul. Never before 

shared with haverim, these five lectures take you into 

an intimate setting with Dwight Pryor as he pours 

out his heart for God and his people. This is such a 

timely and prophetic series of messages. 

Praise: The Remedy for Introspection 

Teaching about Sukkot to a new generation, Moses 
reminds them that they are to rejoice in their feast 

(Deut. 16:14). And again in verse 15, they are to be 

altogether joyful. The article with this month's 

newsletter offers penetrating insight into the subject. 
Here is a taste, "Consistently giving thanks to God 

counters and overcomes the self-centered existence to 

which our hearts bend, and culture reinforces." 

“But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; 
you know no God but me, and besides me there is no 
savior. It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the 

land of drought; but when they had grazed, they 
became full, they were filled, and their heart was    

lifted up; therefore they forgot me.” ~ Hosea 13:4-6
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OCTOBER AUDIO: James Whitman with Rosalind Whitman 
A Conversation About Being Challenged by the Fall Feasts

James

Go to jcstudies.com/haverim to listen to the audio teaching, or download 
and take it with you on the go. Also on the Haverim Study Community 

page is the transcript to enhance your study. Enjoy!
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One of our primary ministry commitments is to keep the prophetic teaching voice of  

Dwight A. Pryor (1945-2011) foremost among our network of Jewish roots scholars. It is a privilege to 

witness believers from all walks of life encounter their Hebrew Lord through his faithful Bible studies.

Praise: The Remedy for Introspection
Dwight A. Pryor
3 min 15 sec reading time

The transforming power of thanksgiving is that it puts 
God at the center of everything. It is the difference 
between a God-centered or self-centered way of life. 
Said another way, praise trains you to look to the Son, 
rather than to the self.

The transforming power of 
thanksgiving carries us away 
from ourselves regarding what 
we have achieved or what we 
have failed to achieve. It turns us 
toward God's goodness, mercy, 
and love, which is abundantly 
embodied in the person of Jesus.

Thanksgiving has the power to 
transform because it is an act of 
repentance. It is a persistent 
turning from self to God, continually reminding 
yourself by declaring, praising, proclaiming, and 
confessing both who he is and what he has done. It 
puts God at the center of your existence.

“Consistently giving thanks to 
God counters and overcomes   

the self-centered existence to 
which our hearts bend, and 

culture reinforces.” 

If we focus on ourselves and our own efforts, typically 
one of two things will happen. On the one hand, we 
become puffed up in pride regarding our abilities, 
accomplishments, and successes.

On the other hand, we become engulfed with an acute 
awareness of our failures, toiling under nebulous guilt 
that hangs over us like a cloud. We can be paralyzed 
by a sense of inadequacy and inability, bent down 
under the oppression of it all.

Can you relate?  In both cases, we act out of self-
centeredness—preoccupied either with our failures or 
successes, guilty of blocking God's grace. Both are sin, 
in need of confession, repentance, and forgiveness.

In thanksgiving, praise, and worship, we move the 
attention off of ourselves and onto God. It focuses on 
who he is, not on who I am. It focuses on what he has 
done, not on what I can or can't do. He is able, and we 
need to acknowledge that, persistently and consistently.

Thanksgiving and praise are fundamental to a mature 
overcoming life in Messiah Jesus; it is as simple as that.

If you want to grow and mature, learn the transforming 
power of thanksgiving and praise—get your mind off 
yourself, and get your mind onto the Father and the 
Son.Find creative ways to continually praise, celebrate, 
proclaim, and affirm their majesty.

I need to pause here and talk about a heinous sin that 
permeates and enervates the Christian world, 
especially in the West. I am speaking of the sin of 
morbid introspection.

We are consumed with turning in and analyzing 
ourselves: our thoughts, our actions, our motives, our 
inabilities. You know what I mean, that nagging 
tendency to think about how we have failed, how we 
should have done this or should not have done that.

“This sin of 

introspection is 
practicing the 

presence of self 

rather than the 
presence of   

our Father.” 

If unhealthy introspection is left to run rampant, it can 
lead to mental instability. Mental hospitals are full of 
people who do nothing but introspect continuously. To 
be absorbed in oneself is a type of insanity. Yet you and 
I can practice a version of this which destroys 
spontaneous praise and worship.

Many people will go to the altar to confess and repent 
of sin, and God will touch them. But before they even 
get back to their seat, they have already destroyed that 
touch from God. Why? Because on the way back from 
the altar, they are introspecting on what just happened.

In her book, The Healing Presence, Leanne Payne tells 
the story of a professor who would illustrate this principle. 
He said to his students at the seminary, "Do you realize 
that you cannot kiss your girlfriend or boyfriend and 
think about the kiss at the same time? If you are in the 
act of kissing and you are thinking about the kiss, then 
you are missing out on the experience of kissing.”

When we give in to introspecting endlessly, we do the 
same thing, and I see this continuously in faith com- 
munities. Christians are so hamstrung, laboring under 
guilt, condemnation, and a continuous sense of anxiety 
that they are robbed of spontaneity to be the person 
Jesus died to recreate. Why? Because they are too busy 
over-analyzing their every word and deed. Think about 
it. What we say about ourselves becomes more important 
than what God says about who we are in Jesus.

“Biblical praise is a remedy for 

unhealthy introspection.” 

Praise liberates us to the full expression and creativity 
that God has for us because it gets us up out of 
ourselves and onto him. Rather than leading into 
yourself like introspection, praise is just the opposite—
it leads out of self. It empowers you to go out to the 
world, taking the kingdom with you. In other words, it 
leads to serving others.
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