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James:  Hi,  this  is  James  Whitman.  I  am  here          
with   one   of   my   favorite   people.  

Rosalind:   Rosalind   Grace   Whitman.  

James:  You  heard  Whitman  in  common.  It's        
true.  Rosalind  is  the  oldest  of  our  four  children.          
She's  here  with  me  and  with  all  of  us  to  have  a             
conversation  about  one  of  our  very  favorite        
subjects.  

Rosalind:   Which   is   Passover!  

James:  Yes.  It's  Passover  time  and  we  want  to          
reflect.  Rosalind,  one  of  the  main  reasons  I         
want  to  have  this  conversation  with  you  is         
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because  I  want  people  to  come  and  sit  at  the  table  with  us.  You  and  I,  we  have  this  rich                     
history   and   these   things   in   common.   Let   me   share   just   a   little   story   to   kind   of   set   this   up.  

Every  week,  if  not  every  day,  we  have  people  find  us  on  the  internet,  JC  Studies,  and                  
they  sign  up  saying,  “Oh,  this  is  what  I've  been  looking  for.  Tell  me  more.”  When  they  do                   
I  send  them  a  little  survey.  Why  are  you  here?  What  do  you  want  from  this?  It's  very                   
insightful.  One  of  the  primary  responses  I  get  is  that  people  say,  “I  want  to  know  the                  
connection  between  the  Testaments.  I  want  to  get  nurtured  by  these  covenant  roots,              
which  are  uniquely  Jewish  by  divine  design.  More  importantly,  I  want  to  share  them  with                
loved   ones.”  

Many  pastors  and  teachers  say  I  want  to  share  these  insights  with  my  congregation  and                
small  group  leaders.  The  number  one  thing  I  hear  is  parents  saying,  “I  want  to  teach                 
these   things   to   my   children.”   That's   very   scriptural,   is   it   not?  

Rosalind:   It   is   definitely.  

James:  It's  the  exhortation  that  the  Lord  gives  through  Moses,  and  it's  one  of  the                
commendations  he  gives  about  Abraham,  and  Sarah,  they'll  teach  their  children  these             
things.  I  want  people  to  hear  from  you  more  than  me  because  I  will  say  this  as  a                   
firstborn.  You've  been  a  tremendous  strength  to  the  family  because  you  laid  hold  of               
these  things  early  and  you  were  an  avid  participator,  which  really  engaged  your  siblings               
in  these  things.  So  many  of  the  people  that  are  listening,  they  know  the  theology  behind                 
this.  Some  of  the  connectivity  behind  this,  we  want  to  talk  about  what  are  some  of  the                  
things  we  tried  in  our  family.  Some  of  the  things  that  worked,  some  of  the  things  that                  
didn't  work,  but  the  goal  was  always  knowledge  of  God,  and  to  teach  and  let  the  Lord  be                   
the   capital   T,   Teacher.  

Don't   you   think   that's   kind   of   what   the   pilgrim   feasts   are   all   about   anyway?  

Rosalind:  Definitely.  Yes.  It's  a  whole  experience.  It's  a  retelling  of  the  story  of  God  from                 
the  beginning  to  the  present  where  we  are  now  and  even  looking  towards  the  future.  It's                 
a   very   integral   part   of   our   history   as   well.  

James:  I  love  the  way  that  the  three  pilgrim  feasts  are  arranged.  Passover  and               
Pentecost  are  fused  together  and  happen  in  the  spring.  Almost  six  months  later  comes               
Tabernacles  with  a  whole  bunch  of  satellite  dynamics,  that  retell  the  Passover  and              
Pentecost  connection  so  that  you're  renewing  yourself  regularly.  Renewing  your  mind,            
renewing   your   relationships   in   the   things   important   to   our   Heavenly   Father.  

Rosalind:   Right.  
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James:   Talk   to   us   a   little   bit   about   the   word   Easter.  

Rosalind:   Well,   it’s   full   of   many   things   for   many   people.  

James:  Some  of  our  listeners  are  going  to  say,  “Oh,  don't  use  that  word.  It  comes  from                  
pagan  deity,  et  cetera.”  I'd  like  to  take  a  different  approach  here  because  the  church,                
especially  in  America,  not  necessarily  around  the  world,  but  the  Western  church  in              
particular  and  in  the  brand  of  Western  Churchianity  that  we  export  the  word  Easter  is                
familiar.   I’m   going   to   spring   a   question   on   you.  

Rosalind:   Okay.  

James:   What   does   Easter   mean   to   you?  

Rosalind:  Easter,  well,  growing  up  we  didn't  use  that  word  a  whole  lot.  Obviously,  I  was                 
familiar  with  the  festival.  It  was  always  connected  to  Passover.  Resurrection  Sunday  as              
we  usually  referred  to  it,  not  that  Easter  was  a  bad  word,  but  resurrection  captures  the                 
heart  of  what  we  are  celebrating  in  our  King  coming  back  to  life  and  being  able  to  share                   
that   life   with   the   world-  

James:   Nice.  

Rosalind:  -and  conquer  death  and  evil  forever.  It  was  always  in  the  same  season               
around  the  same  timeframe  as  Passover.  It  was  fused  together,  it  was  always              
connected  in  my  mind  that  as  we  did  the  Passover  Seder,  and  we  shared  a  meal                 
together  as  family  with  extended  family  and  inviting  people  around  our  table  to  retell  the                
story  of  God's  saving  power  through  the  Exodus,  it  was  very  much  tied  to  the  new                 
Exodus  in  Jesus  that  came  with  his  resurrection.  Of  course,  we  use  that  word  Easter  to                 
describe   what   is   happening   there.  

James:  What  I  love  about  what  you  just  said,  and  there's  so  much  of  it  to  unpack.  For                   
you,   it's   not   a   matter   of   Easter   is   a   dirty   word.  

Rosalind:   Right.  

James:   You   just   redefined   it.  

Rosalind:  Yes,  it's  a  connecting  point,  because  people  celebrate  Easter.  Why  not  dive              
into   that   with   them   and   say,   “Well,   what   is   it   that   we're   celebrating   here?”  

James:  That's  really  important  because  a  little  bit  of  background.  Rosalind  worked  for              
the  Center  for  so  long,  many  long  time  Haverim  have  met  you  because  they  came  to                 
Haverim   schools   or   events.  
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Rosalind:   Some   of   my   best   memories.  

James:  Yes,  and  some  of  you  are  listening  and  you're  just  glowing.  You  see  pictures  of                 
Rosalind  when  she  was  young.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  we  filmed  the  Behold  the  Man!                  
curriculum,   do   you   remember?  

Rosalind:   Oh,   yes.  

James:   You   were   in   the   audience.  

Rosalind:   Studiously   taking   notes,   aka   making   some   doodles.  

James:   It’s   so   cute.   When   you   see   Rosalind,   I   don't   know.   You   were-  

Rosalind:   Young.  

James:   -12   maybe?  

Rosalind:   Yes.  

James:  I  had  picked  an  audience  of  about  30  people  and  you're  sitting  right  there  and                 
here's  this  young  person  with  a  book  open  just  writing  down.  I  came  to  find  out  later  that                   
you  were  staying  focused  by  doodling  and  just  kind  of  drawing  pictures.  Well  done,  well                
done!  

Rosalind:   I   tried.  

James:  It's  a  lesson  out  there  for  parents  too,  let  your  kids  learn  the  way  that  they're                  
wired.  Rather  than  forcing  them  into  something  that  they  may  not  be  natural  at.  You've                
gone  on  getting  your  college  degree  and  you're  back  here  in  Dayton.  You're  working  at                
a  large  church,  and  you're  one  of  their  administrators  for  the  interior  ministry  with               
emphasis   on   missions,   but   also   the   discipleship   life   of   the   congregation.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   that's   right.  

James:   They   have   Easter   celebrations.  

Rosalind:   Yes.   Definitely.  

James:  Think  about  it  with  me,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Rosalind  said  it's  a  connecting               
point.  If  she  divested  herself  of  all  of  that,  where  would  the  witness  be  in  a  current                  
community?  I  imagine  you  have  opportunities  to  have  conversations  that  can  help             
redefine   the   term   Easter.  

Rosalind:  Yes,  and  I  usually  share  about  as  Passover.  Last  year,  I  can  remember               
sharing  and  having  conversations  with  other  staff  members  and  people  in  the  body  and               
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my  house  church  that  I  am  a  part  of,  and  just  exciting  conversations  again  about  those                 
connections  between  Passover  and  Easter.  Some  people  have  never  really  heard  of             
Passover  before  except  reading  in  their  Bibles.  To  be  able  to  say,  “Oh,  I've  experienced                
that  growing  up,  and  I  have  wonderful  memories  tied  to  this  celebration  and  how  it  then                 
connects  to  resurrection  and  what  we're  doing  in  the  season  of  Lent,  and  with  Good                
Friday,   and   all   those   church   calendar   things   which   really   serve   a   purpose.”  

It's  trying  to  help  us  retell  the  story.  As  we  know,  with  our  covenant  roots,  it's  so                  
important  to  go  even  deeper  and  further  back  than  just  when  the  church  calendar  was                
made   and   created.  

James:  Yes.  We  talk  here  about  how  Hellenized  or  Romanized  the  church  has  become,               
yet  at  the  same  time,  it's  the  Lord's  work  to  make  it  more  Hebraic,  more  biblical.  I  love                   
your  approach,  not  throwing  the  baby  out  with  the  bathwater,  but  looking  at  everything               
as   an   opportunity.  

Rosalind:   Yes.  

James:  One  thing  I've  always  learned  in  watching  you  and  you  never  come  at  it  with  an                  
approach  like,  “Ha,  ha,  ha,  I  know  something  you  don't  know.”  It's  always  been,  “Let's                
talk   about   the   things   we   hold   dear.”   Offering   some   expansive   concepts   and   comments.  

Rosalind:  Yes,  and  those  things  happen  relationally,  it’s  so  important.  Relationships  are             
the  currency  of  the  kingdom.  Someone  said  that  not  me.  I  didn't  coin  it.  It's  so  important.                  
Those  conversations  happen  in  relationships.  As  we  all  know,  relationships  don't  start             
by  saying  I  know  something  you  don't  know,  or  I  know  more  than  you  know.  It's  very                  
natural.  When  these  things  come  up,  and  I  get  excited  about  it  and  people  get  excited  to                  
listen   to   someone   be   passionate   about   a   new   idea   or   concept   that   they   can   consider.  

James:  It's  interesting  to  me  you  have  always  had  an  anointing,  by  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  to                  
connect  with  internationals.  No  surprise  you're  working  in  a  vibrant  missions  area.  Isn't  it               
interesting?  That's  another  great  opportunity.  They  may  come  in  contact  with  Easter  if              
they're   here.   You   work   with   international   college   students   so   they're   here.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   they   are   all   around   us.  

James:   Very   receptive   to   new   ideas   as   they   experience   America.  

Rosalind:  In  fact,  I  believe  at  our  last  Passover  Seder  at  our  house  even  last  year  that                  
you   orchestrated   there   were--   at   least   there   were   four   Indian   students.  

James:  Yes.  Right.  They  can  relate  to  the  Jesus  story  in  the  context  of  Passover  more                 
readily.  
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Rosalind:   Yes.   There's   connections   that   are   being   made.  

James:  This  just  really  jumped  out  at  me,  the  impact  on  people  who  are  non-conversant                
in  Christianity.  We  were  just  talking  about  people  who  are  conversant  in  Christianity  but               
still,  they  don't  know  what  goes  into  defining  what  we  might  call  Easter.  But  for  those                 
who  are  outside  of  Christianity,  they  don't  know  either  but  both  of  them  are  getting                
familiar   with   the   word   Easter.  

Rosalind:  But  it's  a  connecting  point  and  I  feel  like  I'm  saying--  we're  going  to  say                 
connecting   a   lot.   Connections,   connecting.  

James:   I   think   we   will.  

Rosalind:  Whether  you're  coming  in  at  Jesus,  through  the  resurrection,  a  lot  of  students               
also  come  to  Easter  services  for  the  first  time,  that's  a  good  entry  point.  But  then  also                  
with  Passover,  you're  getting  to  go  back  even  further  to  the  story  and  see  where  it  all                  
began  and  that  idea  of  the  first  Exodus,  what  that  looks  like.  So  I  think,  wherever  people                  
are  entering  into  the  story,  they're  getting  to  learn  a  part  of  our  history  as  the  people  of                   
God.  

James:  To  me,  then  you're  giving  voice  to  why  this  is  so  important—I  mean  it  this  with  all                   
due   deference,   the   divine   design   in   all   this   is   genius.  

Rosalind:   Amen.  

James:  We  just  started.  Just  unpacking  this  a  bit  and  yet  it  all  immediately  has  the                 
ability  to  minister  to  those  on  the  inside,  and  those  on  the  outside  fulfilling  that  blessing                 
given   to   Abraham.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   blessing   for   the   nations!  

James:  For  the  nations.  I'm  going  to  circle  back  because  we're  going  to  talk  about                
connecting  a  lot  and  you  and  I  are  both  global  so  we  will  travel  around  a  bit  in  this                    
discussion.  Hang  with  us.  We'll  go  around  and  around  and  we'll  get  there.  I  do  want  to                  
circle  back  to  this  idea  of  the  timeline  between  Easter  and  Passover.  That's  always               
problematic  for  people.  We  offer  some  great  teaching  on  the  subject,  particularly  at              
JCstudies.com,  you  can  find  a  couple  of  series  that  Dwight  did,  he  was  so  passionate                
about  helping  people  understand  these  things  in  a  line  by  line  way,  really  laying  down  a                 
solid   foundation   and   build   on   it.  

One  of  the  things  we  talked  about  is  the  timeline.  There  are  some  reasons  why                
Passover  and  Easter  happen  in  the  same  season  spring  but  are  completely             
disconnected  from  each  other.  That's  because  Judaism  is  operating,  biblical  Judaism  is             
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operating  on  a  different  calendar,  for  one  thing.  Secondly,  there  was  a  moment  in  church                
history  very  early  on  in  the  fourth  century,  where  a  decision  was  made  to  put                
Resurrection  Sunday,  always  on  Sunday.  So  there  was  a  formula  that  was  worked  out               
and  that's  why  it  can  come  early  in  March,  it  can  come  way  late  in  April.  It's  a  little  bit  all                      
over  the  map  and  so  Passover  and  Resurrection  Sunday  or  the  resurrection  week,  and               
the   week   of   Passover,   they   rarely-  

Rosalind:   Sync   up  

James:   -sync   up.  

Rosalind:   Yes.   interesting.  

James:  In  these  last  couple  of  years,  they've  been  almost  one  to  one  which  is  really  an                  
exciting  opportunity.  One  of  the  ways  we  have  always  operated  in  our  home  was  to  use                 
the  church  calendar  and  make  sure  that  our  Passover  was  ahead  of  Resurrection              
Sunday   in   order   to   redefine   the   term   Easter,   the   very   thing   you've   been   giving   voice   to.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   that's   right.  

James:   Yes.   Did   you   find   that   confusing   as   a   kid?  

Rosalind:  No,  they  were  always  tied  together  in  my  mind.It  was  always  Passover  and               
Easter  or  Resurrection.  We  typically  would  go  worship  within  a  different  body  of              
believers  because  our  congregation  growing  up,  met  on  Saturdays.  That  gave  us  an              
opportunity  on  Easter  Sunday  to  go  to  different  churches  in  our  community  and  connect               
with  people  where  they  were  at.  That  was  always  really  special  because  I  love  the                
chance  to  get  to  go  visit  different  churches  and  see  different  flavors  as  we  say  of                 
Christianity,  and  being  able  to  celebrate  the  resurrection  of  our  King  with  our  brothers               
and  sisters,  no  matter  where  they're  at,  that  we're  celebrating  that  great  moment  in               
history.  

James:  For  those  of  you  who  are  listening  and  tracking  with  this  discussion  I  just  want  to                  
point  out  Rosalind  I  haven't  been  rehearsing  this.  We  just  decided  to  sit  down,  plug  in                 
the  microphone  and  go.  What  you're  hearing  is  a  very  unfiltered,  authentic  testimony  of               
growing  up  in  a  home  where  Jewish  roots  were  a  key  value,  and  they  fed  and  nurtured                  
the  faith  of  our  children.  The  reason  I  say  that  is  this,  calendar  issues  can  be  very                  
divisive.   

What  we  set  our  minds  on,  friends,  brothers,  and  sisters,  is  that  if  Passover  came  first,                 
we  honored  it  and  connected  it  with  the  Passover  weekend  of  Jesus.  We  read  the  text                 
from  the  left  to  the  right.  Then  when  Easter  would  come,  we  would  connect  those                
events  with  the  Passover  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  so  we  would  read  the  text  from  right                 
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to  left.  That  kind  of  flexibility,  I  believe,  allowed  you  to  grow  up  without  religious  conflicts,                 
either   around   Easter   or   around   Passover,   regarding   calendar.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   I   would   agree   completely.   It   never   felt   like   a   religious   duty.  

James:  It's  amazing  for  me  to  hear  you  give  voice  to  this  in  your  own  understanding.  It's                  
really  really  special  because  we  did  set  our  heart  with  the  Father's  help  and  fulfilling  the                 
Deuteronomy  scripture  where  we  would  talk  about  these  things,  where  we  would  bring              
our  family  into  an  ongoing  reality  discussion  that  was  not  limited  to  the  four  walls,  that                 
was  not  compartmentalized.  To  see  this  great  Creator,  the  Earth  is  his  and  the  fullness                
thereof,  and  to  explore  his  way  of  doing  things.  One  of  the  things  that  we  were  really                  
convicted  of,  is  that  we  had  a  need  to  explain  it  to  our  children.  Right?  When  they're                  
young.   You   almost   can't   teach   theology   to   a   little   child.  

First  of  all,  they  don't  need  it.  They  get  it,  God's  big,  made  everything.  He's  in  control                  
and   people   do   bad   stuff.   Comes   so   naturally.   But   children   grasp   pictures.  

Rosalind:   We   all   do.  

James:  Yes.  That's  the  Heavenly  Father's  design.  It  is  so  funny  we  talk  about  Torah  and                 
its  value.  Whoa,  it  is  huge  I'm  a  Torah  guy.  Most  of  the  Torah  is  narrative.  It's                  
storytelling.  It's  recounting,  it's  rehearsing.  Even  so  many  of  the  commands  arise  from              
these  actual  moments  in  time  in  the  saving  history  of  God.  The  more  we  can  rehearse                 
that  saving  history,  the  more  it  makes  sense.  Did  it  help  make  New  Testament               
connections   for   you?  

Rosalind:  Oh,  it  was  full  of  Jesus  moments  and  reflections.  All  of  our  celebrations  were                
grounded  first  in  Jesus  because  when  we  meet  Jesus,  he  takes  us  back  and  introduces                
us  to  those  that  came  before  us.  That's  always  how  you  put  it.  We  encounter  Jesus,  and                  
he  takes  us  back  into  his  scriptures  and  his  story  that  then  becomes  our  own.  So  that's                  
why  this  history  is  so  important  to  us  because  we've  been  brought  into  it.  It's  our  story                  
now   as   well.  

James:  That  is  an  important  point  for  you  parents  out  there.  One  thing  that  my  wife  and  I                   
learned  very  early  on  is  that  it  does  begin  with  Jesus.  When  God  brings  us  to  his  son,                   
his  son  brings  us  to  the  Father's  covenant  history.  That  was  way  less  of  a  struggle  than                  
trying  to  start  with  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  and  find  Jesus  in  them.  This  mentality  that  our                 
Hebrew  Lord  brings  us  into  the  good  news  of  his  Father,  which  has  been  going  on  since                  
the   very   beginning.  

Rosalind:   That's   right.  
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James:  Really,  the  good  news  of  God  is  that  He  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  and                  
us  in  His  image  and  likeness,  and  wants  to  have  a  loving  relationship  with  us.  He  wants                  
to  be  involved  down  here  with—us  rolling  up  his  sleeves,  leading  by  example,  training               
us  every  step  of  the  way,  picking  us  up  when  we  stumble,  and  not  in  an  individual  way                   
but  together  as  the  family  of  God.  Jesus  personifies  it.  He  wants  us  to  see  that.  He                  
says,  "When  I  speak,  you're  hearing  the  Father.  The  deeds  I  do,  you're  seeing  the                
Father."  The  Lord  Himself  says,  "I  do  not  change."  That's  a  great  observation  and  a                
great  principle.  Start  with  Jesus,  in  his  context,  and  let  him  tell  the  story  of  the  people  of                   
God.   Let   him   be   the   interpreter   of   the   Hebrew   Scriptures.  

Rosalind:  That's  right.  Because  of  that,  there  wasn't  discontinuity  between  the  character             
of  Jesus  and  the  Father  and  the  Spirit,  the  Trinity,  as  we  call  it.  Jesus  said,  he                  
introduces  us  to  his  Father  and  points  us  to  the  Father  and  wants  us  to  have  a                  
relationship   with   the   Father.  

In  my  mind,  so  much  of  my  God-image  was  the  Heavenly  Father,  the  good  Heavenly                
Father,  because  I  know  that  Jesus  was  constantly  pointing  to  Him.  A  lot  of  these                
connections  were  made  through  the  festival  cycle  and  rehearsing  the  story  and  realizing              
that  the  heart  of  the  Father  is  good  and  it's  to  bless  and  he  is  for  His  children.  That's                    
why  these  Hebraic  roots  are  so  important  because  it  does  connect  the  story  and  the                
Testaments.  

James:  I  imagine  if  you're  listening  right  now,  you're  going,  "Okay,  but  how  do  you  do                 
it?"  [laughs]  I  am  exactly  like  that  also.  One  of  the  things  that  really  helped  me  related  to                   
Passover  was  Dwight  Pryor  teaching  about  how  in  the  days  of  Jesus,  there  was  a  basic                 
structure,  an  organization  to  Passover,  but  it  wasn't  narrowly  defined  in  a  highly              
legalistic   structure.  

Maybe  I'm  using  the  word  legalistic  inappropriately  here.  Don't  take  offense  at  that.  I'm               
saying  it  wasn't  written  down  so  that  people  slavishly  followed  line  by  line.  He  made  the                 
comment  that  a  Passover  in  the  north,  up  in  the  Galilee,  had  the  same  elements  but                 
done  in  a  very  different  style  than  it  would  in  the  more  citified  Judea  and  the  cities  of                   
Jerusalem,   and   let's   say,   Jericho.  

Rosalind:   Right,   which   makes   sense.  

James:  It's  even  so  today.  You'll  find  the  Lord's  Supper  celebrated,  north  and  south,  in                
some  dramatically  different  ways.  Now,  the  reason  I  say  that  is  this,  it  set  me  free,  and  it                   
really  empowered  my  wife.  I'm  the  theologian  in  the  family.  I'm  the  Jewish  roots  guy.                
She  values  that  tremendously.  Where  I'm  cerebral,  she's  very  intelligent  but  more  of  an               
action   kind   of   person.   If   she   can't   do   it,   then   she   don't   have   time   for   it.  
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She's  that  way  in  her  relationships  and  with  her  family.  She's  endeared  to  everyone  she                
knows  because  of  that.  She  needed  the  freedom  to  say,  "How  are  we  going  to  do                 
Passover  in  our  home  with  the  goal  of  teaching  our  children,  integrating  our  neighbors,               
and  glorifying  our  great  God?"  Step  one,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  be  empowered  to  be               
yourself.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   so   important.  

James:   Now,   you've   been   to   several   Passovers,   correct?   That   weren't   in   our   home?  

Rosalind:   Yes,   I   have.  

James:   Would   you   say   our   home   was   different?  

Rosalind:   I   would.  

[laughter]  

James:  You  should  have  seen  her  eyes  right  there.  She  was  like,  "Oh,  I  don't  know  if  I                   
want  to  tell  on  you,  dad,  and  how  quirky  you  really  are."  The  elements  were  the  same,                  
correct?  

Rosalind:   Yes.   The   elements   and   the   story,   essentially,   from   start   to   finish   is   the   same.  

James:  Hear  that,  ladies  and  gentlemen.  There  are  kosher  elements  to  a  Passover.              
There  is  the  Passover  lamb,  there  is  the  matzah,  and  there  is  the  bitter  herbs.  Those                 
are  the  biblical  things  that  make  a  Passover  kosher.  There  are  cups  as  well  that  can  be                  
added  to  that.  Of  course,  circling  back  to  the  Passover  lamb,  that  can't  be  sacrificed                
anymore.  

That's  by  God's  design  because  the  sacrifice  has  been  given,  once  for  all,  by  the  one                 
that  John  the  Baptizer,  the  forerunner,  the  greatest  prophet  of  all  called  the  Lamb  of  God                 
who   takes   away   the   sin   of   the   world-  

Rosalind:   Hallelujah.  

James:  -and  Paul  calls  to  the  Corinthian  church,  giving  us  a  glimpse  into  the  early                
congregations,  he  said,  "Christ-Messiah,  our  Passover  Lamb  has  been  sacrificed."  So            
often  we  get  a  bone,  a  lamb  bone,  to  represent.  Even  if  we  weren't  able,  we'd  use  a                   
picture.   That's   the   kind   of   freedom   that   I'm   talking   about   here.  

We  always  felt  that  if  the  biblical  kosher  elements  were  a  part  of  it,  then  we  could  pick                   
and   choose   anything   else   that   helped   us   tell   the   story.  
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The  four  cups  have  always  been  really  important  to  us.  In  a  Jewish  Seder,  there  are  four                  
questions.  We  don't  mirror  those  questions  exactly,  but  we  learned  from  our  godly              
forbearers,  as  they  practice  telling  the  story,  that  questions  are  a  huge  part  of  it.  We                 
would   tell   the   story   with   elements   on   the   rhythm   of   questions.  

Again,  the  Passover  is  a  meal.  At  that  meal,  we  would  have  the  elements  set  apart  that                  
would  help  us  tell  the  story.  We  also  liked  saltwater.  There's  some  great  symbolism  in                
that.  The  tears  that  we  shed  in  captivity,  kids  can  really  get  a  hold  of  that.  The  bitter                   
herbs   are   a   part   of   that   as   well.  

Rosalind:   Great   visual.  

James:  Yes,  but  also  the  parting  of  the  Red  Sea.  They  just,  again,  ladies  and                
gentlemen,  these  are  images  that  communicate  the  story.  The  story  is  the  star,  not  the                
images.   Wouldn’t   you   agree?  

Rosalind:   Completely.  

James:  Quite  often,  just  in  a  practical  way,  we  would  have  those  images  on  a  separate                 
plate,  very  prominent  at  the  table,  and  then  my  wife  and  I  would  decide  what  was  the                  
order  we  were  going  to  do.  Were  we  going  to  eat  and  then  do  the  telling,  do  the  telling                    
while  we  eat?  It  really  just  depended  on  whether  it  was  our  family,  which  it  rarely  was                  
because   we   always   had   guests,   or   like   last   year,   I   don't   know   how   many   we   have   there.  

Rosalind:   Goodness,   it   was   like   30   to   40.  

James:  Yes,  it  was  packed.  We  had  to  clear  out  all  the  furniture  and  bring  in  tables  and                   
chairs.  That  creates  some  planning  to  say,  "How  do  we  want  to  communicate  the  story                
most  effectively  in  this  larger  group?"  Again,  some  of  you  who  are  more  down  the  road,                 
you  have  set  ways  of  doing  it.  The  Lord  bless  you.  Those  of  you  who  might  be  just                   
getting   started,   I   want   to   give   you   some   practical   handles,   and   the   Lord   will   bless   you.  

Again,  the  story  is  the  star.  My  particular  favorite  approach  is  to  start  with  Jesus  at                 
supper  with  his  disciples  saying,  "I've  longed  to  eat  this  Passover  with  you."  It's  a  great                 
text,  a  great  place  to  start  when  you're  just  sitting  down  and  saying,  "What's  going  on                 
here?  Who's  talking?  Where  is  he?  When  is  this  happening?  What's  going  on?"  The               
who,  what,  where,  when,  why,  how,  those  basic  questions  that  ground  Jesus  in  his               
place  and  time  because  that  too,  the  fullness  of  time,  was  divine  design.  Jesus  is  at  the                  
table   doing   what?  

Rosalind:   The   Passover   meal.  

James:   Yes.   So   what   is   he   doing?  
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Rosalind:   He's   leading   the   meal.  

James:  Yes.  That’s  right,  he’s  leading,  teaching.  It's  going  to  completely  embrace  the              
Hebrew  Scriptures.  We're  reading  right  to  left  now,  Jesus  at  the  table  with  his  disciples,                
he's  embracing  the  entire  prophetic  history  of  Israel.  That's  what  we  need  to              
understand.  Then  he's  bringing  into  his  current  context  and  he's  setting  a  pattern  that's               
going   to   go   forward.  

Rosalind:   It's   a   big   moment.  

James:  On  the  night  he's  betrayed.  Yes.  It's  a  game-changer.  It's  probably  the  most               
prominent  thing  that  connects  the  Scriptures.  Another  thing  I  wanted  to  say,  going  back               
to  something  earlier  you  said,  Rosalind.  How  have  you  felt  about  the  people  of  Israel,                
the   entire   time   you've   grown   up?  

Rosalind:  Very  positive.  Very  much  like  these  could  be  some  of  my  cousins  and  aunts                
and  uncles.  They  don't  get  it  at  times.  They  do  get  it  at  times.  They're  a  messy  group  of                    
people,   entirely   relatable.  

James:   Welcome   to   family   life.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   exactly.  

James:  [laughs]  We  always  made  a  point  to  say  these  are  our  people.  The  stories  we're                 
reading  are  our  forefathers  in  the  faith.  Israel  is  the  Old  Testament,  one  word  picture  for                 
the  good  news  of  God.  How  he  works  salvation,  why  he's  doing  it.  Like  you  said  we  can                   
see   ourselves   in   them   so   readily.   Isn't   that   something?  

Rosalind:  It  is,  yes.  I  was  going  to  add  one  thing  about  the  Passover  and  really  the                  
whole—I  know  we're  talking  about  Passover  now,  but  the  whole  feast  cycle  and  the  way                
that  we  repeat  it  year  after  year  after  year.  We’re  telling,  retelling  the  story  of  our  people,                  
of  our  God  and  His  saving  power  throughout  history  through  this  story  of  Israel.  It  is  so                  
experiential.  That's  one  thing  I  loved  is  how  casual  but  intentional  ours  were,  ours  was                
never   a   fancy   formal   meal.  

Not  that  there's  anything  negative  about  that,  but  for  us,  in  a  home  with  kids,  it  was  very                   
alive.  Let's  get  our  backpacks,  let's  decide  if  we  we’re  leaving  Egypt  tonight,  what  would                
we  want  take  with  us  and  what  would  our  attitude  and  perspective  be.  It  was  not  just                  
knowledge  about  God  but  it  was—this  is  our  God  and  he's  doing  this  to  us,  he's  saving                  
us  in  this  moment.  In  the  retelling  of  the  story,  it  brought  it  to  life.  It  was  like  a  movie                     
almost.  We  were  getting  to  act  it  out  and  to  play  the  parts  of  what  was  happening  and  I                    
as   a   child   loved   it.  
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James:  One  of  your  mother's  favorite  parts  was,  and  she  still  insists  on  this,  even  if  we                  
have  a  house  full  of  people  is,  "Boom,  the  Angel  of  Death  is  moved,  we've  got  to  go,                   
everybody  up  and  out."  You  know  the  word  'remember'  in  Hebrew, zakar  and  there's               
several  words  for  remembering  like shema ,  listen,  to  bring  to  mind,  not  only  listen               
currently,  but  listen  historically.  But  that  idea  of zakar  is  to  rehearse  it,  to  relive  it.  It's  not                   
a  religious  rite  that  somehow  has  this  sacredness  on  its  own  merit.  Don't  get  me  wrong,                 
people.   You   understand   what   I'm   saying.  

The  real  sacredness  is  in  getting  involved  in  the  story,  putting  yourself  there,  reliving  it.                
What  would  this  have  been  like?  Where  do  I  go  from  here?  All  of  those  types  of  things                   
are   so   easily   captured   by   children.   Remember   your   brothers   and   sisters?  

Rosalind:  Yes.  We  loved  it.  We  were  leaving  Egypt.  We  had  our  backpacks  on,  we  had                 
our  hiking  shoes.  We  were  eating  a  picnic  on  paper  plates  before  we  headed  out.  It  was                  
real.  

James:   This   grows   with   your   children   as   they   grow,   does   it   not?  

Rosalind:   Yes.   It   matures   as   we   mature,   the   story   deepens.  

James:   You   don't   look   at   it   like   a   child's   thing?  

Rosalind:   No.  

James:   Even   though   we're   doing   some   of   the   same   dynamics.  

Rosalind:  I  love  it.  Just  as  much  then  as  I  do  now.  Again,  it  deepens  it  matures,  it                   
expands  the  story  with  you  as  we  grow  and  learn,  but  it  has  all  the  same  parts  as  you                    
were  saying.  All  the  same  parts  of  the  story,  they're  all  there  and  I  look  forward  to  it                   
every   year.  

James:  If  I  was  listening  to  this,  and  just  getting  started,  I  would  still  be  going,  "Yes,  but                   
how?"  Listen,  I  do  want  to  say  this.  I  do  a  spring  workshop  every  year  annually  for                  
Haverim  friends,  supporters,  people,  students  of  ours.  I  really  encourage  you  to  take              
that  workshop.  It's  only  an  hour  long  and  that  I  will  go  through  real  sequentially,  and  in  a                   
real  ABC  way  and  give  you  some  handles  on  how  you  can  make  this  real  in  your  own                   
home   and   in   your   own   small   groups   and   in   your   own   relationships.  

https://www.jcstudies.com/spring-2020  

Right  now  I  just  want  to  whet  your  appetite.  I  want  you  to  hear  from  Rosalind  and  I  want                    
you  to  sense,  “Hey  I  can  do  this  too.”  Here's  a  true  story  to  encourage  you.  Early  on  I                    
bought  a  Messianic  Jewish  Haggadah,  and  I  made  the  family  sit  down  for  our  first                
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Passover.  I  read  the  prayers  in  Hebrew,  I  did  it  slavishly  line  upon  line.  It  was  a  fail.  You                    
probably   don't   even   remember.  

Rosalind:   No,   I   don't.  

James:  You  were  super  young.  We  had  friends  over.  I  remember  saying  to  my  wife                
afterwards,  "If  I  did  that  year  after  year,  then  our  kids  would  check  out."  They  would  say,                  
"Oh,  my  goodness,  here  we  go."  Now,  am  I  criticizing  the  good  work  of  that  Haggadah?                 
Absolutely  not.  It  just  required  so  much  pre-learning.  You  could  do  that  with  a  group  of                 
friends  who  are  down  the  road  and  are  introduced  to  Jewish  roots  and  get  more  of                 
these   connections   naturally.  

That  could  be  a  tremendous  value  and  a  real  sense  of  sacredness  about  that  process,                
but  to  communicate  to  children  is  the  goal.  Even  Jesus's  goal  is  that  we  become  like                 
little  children  in  receiving  his  kingdom.  The  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  a  celebration.  Yes,  at                
great  cost—the  death  of  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God  and  we'll  never  forget  that.  That  also                 
was   always   a   prominent   part   of   Passover.   Was   it   not?  

Rosalind:  Yes,  there's  a  somber  tone  as  well.  This  is  not  a  fun  story  for  the  Egyptians.                  
AIso,  I  knew  what  was  happening  and  we  were  having  to  pack  up  your  home  and  leave                  
everything  we've  ever  known.  There's  definitely  a  somberness  to  the  evening,  even             
though  we  know  the  end  of  the  story.  If  we're  living  the  story  with  them,  then  we  get  the                    
weightiness   of   what's   happening   as   well.  

James:  That's  right.  That  would  translate  also  when  we  talk  about,  we  would  bring  it                
back  to  Jesus  and  his  disciples.  It  was  a  somber  night  for  them.  The  confusion,                
bewilderment,  the  betrayal  at  the  table.  This  is  part  of  the  story.  And  want  you  to  know                  
that  we  finish  the  story  at  our  Passover  meals.  We  don't  leave  Jesus  moldering  in  the                 
grave  because  this  is  a  package  deal.  We  press  through  to  the  resurrection,  that  sense                
of   weeping   endures   for   the   night,   but   there   is   joy   in   the   morning,   right?  

Rosalind:   Yes.  

James:   We   make   sure   we   connect   Passover   with   Pentecost.  

Rosalind:   Very   important.  

James:   It   is,   right?   Because   what   is   Pentecost   for   the   new   covenant   people   of   God?  

Rosalind:   The   receiving   of   the   Spirit.  

James:   The   receiving   of   the   Spirit   is   the   restoration   of   everything   we   lost   in   the   garden.  
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Rosalind:  That's  an  important  note.  Passover  and  Easter,  it's  not  the  end  of  the  story.                
Don't   stop   there.   There's   more   coming.  

James:  Isn't  that  the  truth?  You  see  that  in  the  narrative  of  Israel,  the  night  of  Passover.                  
It  put  them  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma  at  the  Red  Sea  and  the  party  and  the  victory                    
there,   but   on   the   other   side,   no   cities,   no   gas   stations,   no   grocery   stores.  

Rosalind:   A   tough   long   journey.  

James:  Yes,  and  then  to  Mount  Sinai.  Then  from  Mount  Sinai  back  into  the  wilderness,                
from  the  wilderness  to  the  promised  land.  God  keeps  pushing  His  grace,  His  covenant               
loving-kindness  forward  and  it  keeps  expanding  and  touching  more  lives  and  more  lives              
until  it  gets  to  Jesus  and  then  it  goes  to  all  the  world.  Not  only  did  we  really  want  you  to                      
make  all  those  Passover  connections,  we  wanted  to  make  that  connection  with             
Pentecost.  

I  don't  know  if  you  remember  this,  but  we  did  some  crazy  things  to  emphasize  that.  Like                  
I  remember  one  year,  there's  50  days  in  between,  seven  sevens  and  another  day.               
Sometimes  we  would  do  things  that  would  emphasize--  Well,  for  one  thing,  here's  what               
we'd   do.   See   if   you   remember   this,   did   the   unleavened   bread   end   after   Passover?  

Rosalind:   No,   seven   days   after.   We   had   a   plate   of   matzah   on   the   table.  

James:  Already  the  story  would  be  continuing,  would  be  in  our  frontal  lobes  as  a  family                 
because  we  would  have  that  unleavened  bread  out  because  Passover  inaugurated  a             
seven-day  unleavened  bread.  Seven  days  of  unleavened  bread,  which  were  part  of  the              
larger  50-day  cycle.  Already  we  would  help  make  those  connections  that  would  last              
longer  than  one  day.  You  know  me,  I  am  not  a  big  fan  of  one  day,  boom,  it's  a  big                     
build-up   and   then   it's   gone.   I   don't   care   if   it's   a   birthday   or   anything.  

Rosalind:   We   had   birthday   weeks   in   our   house.  

James:   That's   right.   [laughs]  

Rosalind:   We're   going   to   milk   that   as   long   as   you   can.  

James:  Just  like  celebrating  the  reality  of  Incarnation,  it  was  always  a  season,  it  wasn't                
one  day  he's  born  and  now  we  forget  it,  go  back  to  our  real  life.  Not  a  chance,  this  is                     
real  life.  The  more  we  can  integrate  it  with  intentional  meals,  and  rhythms  and  symbols                
and   games,   the   more   connectivity   it   makes   in   young   people.  

Back  to  my  story,  I  don't  know  if  you  remember  this  but  one  day,  we  got  a  whiteboard  on                    
an  easel  and  I  broke  it  up  into  50  quadrants.  In  a  one-day  rotation,  every  four  of  you                   

15  



 

would  go  out  and  find  something  from  creation  to  bring  back  in  and  tape  or  glue  to  the                   
board.  

Rosalind:   I   can   visualize   that   board   right   now.  

James:  Okay,  that's  crazy,  I  mean,  it  was  so  effective  because  we  would  just  sit  without                 
having  to  lecture  or  theologize,  we  would  just  simply  say  this  is  how  many  days  since                 
we  have  been  brought  out  of  Egypt.  By  the  way,  and  I'll  come  back  to  this  in  just  a                    
moment,  that  picture  of—from  Abraham  to  Egypt  and  from  Egypt  to  Mount  Sinai,  from               
Mount  Sinai  to  the  Promised  Land,  it's  the  archetype  of  salvation.  I  am  telling  you,  it  is                  
the   best   way   to   explain   how   God   saves   and   why   to   young   children.  

He  reenacts  that  in  Jesus  and  there's  more  to  learn  as  they  grow.  Like  Rosalind  said                 
these  things  mature,  but  the  understanding  of  God  coming  into  Egypt,  destroying  the              
enslaving  power  and  setting  you  free  as  a  people  but  each  of  you  having  to  take  the                  
steps  of  faith  yourself  to  keep  up  with  the  leading  of  God's  presence.  Then  how  he                 
leads  from  that  point  on  is  by  far  the  most  comprehensive,  understandable  picture  of               
how   God   saves   and   what   it's   all   about.  

Rosalind:   Agreed.  

James:   Remember   those   things?  

Rosalind:   I   do.  

James:  When  we  come  back  to  the  board  and  the  counting  of  the  50  days,  we're  still                  
thinking  about  all  the  things  that  went  into  it.  Where  are  we  now,  how  did  we  get  here                   
and  where  are  we  going?  What  I  like  so  much,  well,  I'm  just  infatuated  I  could  say,  I  just                    
adore  this  feast.  I  call  it  a  catechism.  I  call  it  the  Lord's  Catechism,  the  three  pilgrim                  
feasts.  In  Rabbinic  tradition  there  were  50  days  between  Egypt  and  Sinai.  They              
connected  these  festivals.  Our  great  God  validated  that  interpretation  when  50  days             
after   Jesus   death   he   gave   his   Spirit   without   measure.  

Rosalind:   What   a   connection.  

James:   Isn't   that   brilliant?  

Rosalind:   Yes.  

James:  We  want  to  make  sure  that  you  all  saw  the  bigger  picture  because  if  you're                 
going   to   walk   with   Jesus,   you're   going   to   have   to   walk   by   the--?  

Rosalind:   Spirit.  
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James:  The  same  Spirit  by  which  he  lived  faithfully.  That  was  a  real  big  part  of  it  too.  I                    
don't  know,  I  think  we'll  just--  this  has  been  a  fun  discussion.  We  could  go  on  and  on,                   
but  maybe  do  you  have  a  particular  memory  or  two,  something  we  did,  something  you                
did?  I  have  one,  I'll  start  while  you  chew  on  that  and  then  we'll  let  you  say  it.  Then  again,                     
I  want  to  remind  you,  if  you're  just  tuning  in,  that  I  do  a  spring  feast  workshop.  It's                   
probably  one  of  the  best  hours  you're  going  to  spend  where  I'll  take  you  through  these                 
things   sequentially,   the   big   picture   connections   that   you   can   reproduce.  

Rosalind:   So   helpful.  

James:  For  all  those  that  you  love  and  minister  too  because  you  are  serving  people.                
One  of  my  favorite  memories  was  we-  very  early  on  this  was  my  wife's  idea,  it  was                  
brilliant.   We   got   a   stuffed   animal,   do   you   remember?  

Rosalind:   I   do.  

James:   What   kind   of   animal   was   it?  

Rosalind:   It   was   a   sheep.  

James:  It  was  a  little  lamb  that  we  named  Pasha  and  that's  from Pesach ,  the  Hebrew                 
language   for   Passover.   That   lamb   became   everybody's   favorite.  

Rosalind:   Pascha   shows   up   every   Passover.  

James:  These  little  traditions  that  mark  time  so  significantly.  I  don't  want  you  to  get  the                 
wrong  impression  when  I  told  my  story  about  reading  from  a  formal  Passover              
Haggadah.  It  wasn't  the  seder,  it  was  me.  I  was  slavish  to  it,  I  was  speaking  Hebrew  and                   
no  one  present  spoke  Hebrew.  Why  wouldn't  I  just  read  those  prayers  in  English?  I  was                 
so   anal   about   following   the   outline   that   I   didn't   breathe   much   life   into   it.  

I  think  it  was  after  that  that  I  heard  Dwight's  celebrating  Passover  in  Israel  in  the  times  of                   
Jesus  illustration  and  how  there's  freedom  in  those  things  that  I  thought,  okay,  look,               
we're  going  to  have  to  do  it  with  the  biblical  elements,  Christ-centered,  Father  focused,               
Spirit  saturated  but  it's  going  to  have  to  be  Whitman  style.  That's  the  only  way  that  I'm                  
going   to   be   able   to   communicate   to   my   children.   God   blessed   and   it   reproduced   well.  

Rosalind:  It  did.  I  mean,  when  I  think  back  to  memories,  it's  hard  to  pick  out  just  one                   
because  every  year  was  so  remarkably  different  and  unique.  Same  in  the  fact  that  we're                
serving  the  same  God,  it's  the  same  story  of  the  Exodus.  It  was  just  there  were  always                  
new  people,  new  faces  around  the  table.  It  was  a  time  to  invite.  We  have  invited                 
neighbors,  we've  invited  international  students  and  house  churches  and  people  from            
different  walks  and  stages  of  faith.  Just  to  be  able  to  come  together  for  a  moment  like                  
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that  and  to  experience  part  of  this  story  together.  When  it  comes  to  Passover  memories,                
they're   all   colored   with   a   beautiful   spectrum   of   different   colors   and   diversity.  

I  will  say  I've  always  appreciated  the  way  that  you  have  led,  probably  because  I  don’t                 
remember   the   non-free   moments.  

[laughter]  

Rosalind:  I  guess  that's  a  good  thing  those  aren't  in  my  memory,  but  it's  always  been  full                  
of  freedom,  that's  the  point.  God  has  saved  us  and  what  has  he  saved  us  from?  Yes,                  
but  what  has  he  saved  us  to?  That  is  equally  if  not,  dare  I  say,  more  important  because                   
if  you're  not  going  anywhere,  then  why  does  it  matter  that  you're  saved?  That  direction                
and  that  freedom  that  you  did  and  you  do  breathe  into,  brought  the  story  to  life  in  such  a                    
freeing   manner.  

I  think  that  is  the  heart  of  the  Father  and  what  he  wants  to  communicate  to  us  as  His                    
children.  All  the  little  details  of  taking  the  leaven,  going  and  finding  the  pieces  of  leaven,                 
the  little-  what  represents  sin  that  are  still  in  the  house  and  locking  all  the  kids  in  the                   
garage   until   we   found   them   all.  

James:   In   the   dark   with   flashlights.   [laughs]  

Rosalind:  The  lights  off.  From  the  leaven  to  the  haroseth,  which  we  didn't  comment  on,                
but  that  stuff  is  good  with  the  apples  and  cinnamon.  All  the  different  pieces.  Again,  just  a                  
time  full  of  memories,  that  I  look  forward  to  each  year  and  that  I  love  being  able  to  invite                    
friends  to.  Even  if  they  don't  have  any  knowledge  or  background  or  experience  of  that                
sort,   it's   always   a   meaningful   experience   for   everyone   involved.  

James:  I'm  being  blessed  by  my  daughter.  I'm  very  honored  and  I  think  to  myself,  thank                 
you  Heavenly  Father.  All  this  is  a  sign  of  being  nourished  by  my  roots,  which  really                 
connect  us  to  the  Father.  That's  where  all  nourishment,  that's  where  all  life  comes  from.                
By  connecting  the  testaments,  it  really  gave  me  that  understanding  of  the  story  and  the                
freedom  and  the  inspiration  to  tell  it.  My  wife  and  I,  she  gets  equal  credit,  she's  just  not                   
part   of   this   discussion.   

I  would  like  to  say  to  you  listening  out  there  thinking,  "Wow,  I've  missed  some                
opportunities."  Well,  you  can  start  now.  I  want  to  help  you  transform  Easter.  I  really  do.                 
It's  a  personal  passion  of  mine.  And  you  can!  Those  of  you  who've  never  done  anything,                 
you  can  get  started.  If  we  took  you  back  to  our  timeline,  we  got  better  and  more  creative                   
and  more  sophisticated  telling  the  story  but  it's  about  telling  the  story,  even  if  you  just  sit                  
down   to   read   these   scriptures   or   better   yet,   retell   it   in   your   own   voice.   
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That's  something  we  were  really  big  on.  Sometimes  in  reading  the  text,  you  get  a  little                 
lost  in  it  because  there's  so  much  detail  there,  but  if  you  tell  the  big  picture  story,                  
first-person,   this   is   our   people,   this   is   our   God.  

It's  so  engaging  and  you  can  start  no  matter  where  you  or  your  loved  ones  are.  Again,  I                   
want  to  give  you  the  blessing  to  do  that  and  I  want  to  give  you  some  encouragement                  
and   some   education   on   how   to   do   that.  

I  think  this  is  a  good  place  to  end,  Rosalind  because  we  talked  about  the  Father's  heart                  
for  the  nations  and  one  of  the  secrets  to  the  success  we've  experienced  with  the  tale  of                  
two   Passovers.   One,   for   Israel   and   one   in   Israel's   messiah-  

Rosalind:   That's   right.  

James:  -has  been  inviting  people.  This  last  year  meant  so  much  to  me,  like  the                
attendance  of  our  beloved  senior  neighbors  from  across  the  street.  They  have  kind  of               
marginal  Christian  experience,  but  this  actually  is  electric  for  them  and  it's  created  so               
much  good  conversation  follow  up  with  them.  We've  had  people  there  that  absolutely              
don't  know  the  God  of  the  story.  I  encourage  you  to  always  have  children,  young  people                 
there  if  possible.  They  just  bring  a  different  energy  than  some  of  us  older  folks  who've                 
been   there,   done   that—sadly—and   they   help   us   get   in   the   mindset   of   the   story.  

I  just  love  that  last  year  you  filled  it  up.  It  was  almost  all  the  friends  invited  by  our                    
children,  except  for  the  neighbors.  We  decided  to  leave  some  of  our  regular  people  out                
so  that  we  had  room  for  all  this  new  blood  and  it  was  such  a  dynamic  time.  I'm  looking                    
for  what  the  Lord  has  for  us  again  this  year  so  I  think  I'll  wrap  it  up  at  this  point.                     
Rosalind,   thank   you   so   much   for   being   with   us.  

Rosalind:   Thank   you   for   the   invitation,   it's   been   an   honor   and   pleasure.  

James:   Yes,   we   ought   to   do   this   more   often.  

Rosalind:   I   agree.  

James:  Also,  again,  I'm  a  broken  record  here,  but  check  JCstudies.com  for  the  Spring               
Feast  Workshop,  if  you  would  like  a  little  more  hands-on  training  in  what  are  the  big                 
connections  to  make  and  how  to  make  those  connections.  Please  understand  that             
Passover/Easter  celebrations  are  going  to  be  according  to  a  biblical  framework            
expressed   by   your   personality   and   home   culture.  

Rosalind:   Yes,   that's   important.  

James:  Every  home  has  a  different  vibe.  It's  important  that  that  vibe  is  harnessed.  Don't                
try  to  be  like  somebody  else.  Get  yourself  educated,  get  yourself  equipped  but  then  get                
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yourself  enthusiastic  in  the  Lord  because  this  is  the  real  heart  of  the  matter,  wouldn't                
you   agree?  

Rosalind:   100%.  

James:  Would  you  please  pray  for  our  Haverim  (traveling  companions)  who  are             
listening?  

Rosalind:  Sure.  Heavenly  Father,  we  come  before  for  you  and  acknowledge  that  you're              
already  here  with  us.  Thank  you  for  your  presence  and  your  Spirit  that  has  even  guided                 
and  prompted  this  conversation.  I  ask  for  everyone  that  has  listened  and  is  listening,  the                
same  thing  for  them,  that  your  Spirit  would  prompt  within  them  a  new  understanding,  a                
new  connection  of  what  Passover,  Easter,  and  Resurrection  mean  to  you.  Even  in              
excitement  and  in  anticipation  for  how  they  can  incorporate  some  of  these  ideas  into               
their   own   homes   and   begin   inviting   others   to   participate   in   the   story.  

Thank  you  for  your  Son.  We  thank  you  for  the  Exodus  and  the  New  Exodus,  that  you                  
have   invited   us   all   to   be   a   part   of   this   grand   story.   We   give   you   all   the   glory.   Amen.  

James:   Amen!   All   right,   friends,   may   his   kingdom   come,   his   will   be   done   on   earth   ...  

Rosalind:   As   it   is   in   heaven.  

[00:52:04]   [END   OF   AUDIO]  
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