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Dwight: If  you  have  your  Bibles,  please  stand  and  turn  to            
Numbers  chapter  6,  Numbers  chapter  6.  We're  going  to  return           
today  to  the  text  that  we  began  in  our  last  session,  the  text              
variously  called  the  priestly  blessing  or  the  Aaronic  blessing.  In           
other  words,  the  blessing  given  to  Aaron,  and  in  Hebrew  called            
Birkat  Kohanim  -  the Birkat ,  the  blessing,  the Kohanim,  the           
priests.  Let  us  begin  in  verse  22:  The  Lord  said  to  Moses,  "Say              
to  Aaron,  Aharon,  and  his  sons,  in  this  manner,  shall  you  bless             
the  children  of  Israel.  You  shall  say  to  them,  ‘The  Lord  bless  you              
and  keep  you.  The  Lord,  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  you  and              
be  gracious  to  you.  The  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance  upon  you             
and  give  you  peace.""  Then  notice  verse  27,  "And  so  shall  they             
put   My   Name   upon   the   children   of   Israel   and   I   will   bless   them."  
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You'll  have  to  forgive  me  today  for  my  weak  voice.  I  wish  I  had  an  adequate  voice  to  give  praise                     
to   God,   but   even   in   my   weakness,   He   can   be   made   strong.   Can   you   say   amen?  

Congregation:    Amen.  

Dwight: May  it  be  today.  In  our  last  session,  we  looked  at  the  origins  and  the  history  of  the                    
priestly  blessing,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  used  in  the  Temple  of  old  and  in  synagogues,  even                   
as  it  is  used  today.  In  our  session  today,  I  want  to  take  up  the  subject  now  of  the  meaning  -  the                       
meaning  of  the Birkat  Kohanim,  the  priestly  blessing.  I  mentioned  to  you  before  that  this  is                 
magisterial  in  its  cadence,  in  its  forcefulness  in  Hebrew.  It  consists  of  three  blessings,  the  first  of                  
which   is   three   words,   the   second,   five   words,   the   last,   seven   words.  

As  you  might  imagine,  these  words  have  multiple  dimensions  of  meaning.  So  it  can  be                
translated  in  various  ways.  For  example,  the  Jewish  Publication  Society  translates  the  first              
blessing  this  way,  "The  Lord  bless  you  and  protect  you."  Robert  Alter,  a  brilliant  linguist  and                 
Jewish  scholar  says,  "May  the  Lord  bless  you  and  guard  you."  The  JPS  says,  "The  Lord  deal                  
kindly  with  you,"  instead  of,  "Shine  His  face  upon  you."  Altar  says,  "May  the  Lord  light  up  his                   
face  to  you  and  grant  you  peace,  grant  you  grace."  Finally,  the  JPS  renders,  "The  Lord  lift  up  His                    
face  towards  you,"  as,  "The  Lord  bestow  His  favor  upon  you."  Alter  says,  "May  the  Lord  lift  up                   
His   face   to   you   and   give   you   peace."  

Each  word  of  this  blessing  is  subject  to  fruitful  commentary  and  interpretation.  This  morning,  I                
hope  to  shed  some  light  for  you  on  the  meaning  of  these  words  and  on  the  meaning  of  this                    
blessing,  so  that  you  can  more  fully  enter  into  it,  and  share  it  with  others. For  indeed,  in                   
Messiah,   Yeshua,   it   is   your   blessing   as   well   as   that   of   Israel's.  

Here  are  some  other  variations  and  amplifications  of  the  translation.  The  opening  phrase,  "May               
God  bless  thee,"  in  Jewish  tradition  is  often  interpreted  to  mean,  bless  thee  with  wealth  and                 
keep  thee  in  health.  "May  He  let  his  countenance  shine  upon  you,"  is  interpreted  by  Rabbi                 
Natan  as,  the  countenance,  the  light  of  His Shekinah .  "May  He  be  gracious  to  you  by  giving  you                   
knowledge  and  understanding  with  learning  instruction  and  wisdom.  "May  He  lift  up  His              
countenance  towards  you,"  can  be  interpreted  as,  "May  His  anger  pass  away  from  thee,  and                
may  He  grant  you  peace  -  peace  in  thy  going  out  and  in  thy  coming  in  -  peace  with  all  men  in                       
thy   house   and   without."  

Now,  in  the  overall  sense,  it's  very  clear  that  this  blessing  calls  for  the  LORD  God  to  have  an                    
attitude  of  goodwill  toward  His  covenant  people.  In  other  words,  to  show  them  His  favor.  The                 
ultimate  benefit  of  this  blessing  is  nothing  less  than  God's  presence  and  His  favor.  In  His                 
presence   is   the   fullness   of   grace,   of   shalom,   of   joy.  

Let's  examine  this  now  more  carefully  line  by  line,  beginning  with  the  very  first  blessings.  Three                 
words,  traditionally  interpreted  to  be  a  blessing  for  material  success.  In  other  words,  success  in                
the  world,  not  just  monetary,  but  in  whatever  material  activity  you're  engaged  in;  for  example,                
your  occupation.  It's  a  blessing  invoking Adonai's prosperity  and  guardianship.  Not  only  may  He               
give   you   increase,   but   may   He   protect   that   increase   from   loss.  
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Now,  the  word,  you,  is  in  the  singular.  And  yet  it  also  applies  to  Israel  corporately,  because                  
corporately,  Israel  is  one.  So  it  is  both  an  individual  and  a  community  blessing.  It's  a  blessing                  
that  you  each  receive  individually,  then  as  we  are  united  as  one  in  Messiah,  that  blessing  falls                  
upon   the   entirety   of   the   congregation.  

When  the  LORD  blesses  you,  it  includes  any  or  all  of  the  blessings  specified  in  the  Torah.  As  an                    
example,  in  Deuteronomy  28:3-14  you  have  a  whole  list  of  blessings:  blessings  that  Israel  may                
triumph  over  her  enemies,  blessings  that  Israel  may  succeed  with  crops  and  their  businesses,               
have  abundant  harvest,  abundant  offspring,  be  fruitful  and  multiply,  have  health,  strength  and              
peace.  This  always  is  understood,  from  a  Jewish  point  of  view,  as  material  blessings  given  in                 
order  that  your  spiritual  activities  may  abound.  An  ancient  Jewish  commentary  on  the  scriptures               
says,  "May  God  bless  you  with  wealth  and  protect  you  so  that  you  use  the  money  to  perform                   
tzedakah ,  good  deeds."  Indeed,  if  God  is  to  bless  you  and  to  keep  your  increase,  you  need  to                   
understand  that  from  the  biblical  point  of  view,  the  best  way  to  keep  or  guard  your  material                  
success,   your   money,   is   to   use   it   for   charity   and   good   deeds.  

Paul  prays  that  we  would  abound  or  be  wealthy  in  good  deeds.  Now,  you  all  have  heard  the                   
saying  that  when  you  pass  away,  ‘you  can't  take  your  money  with  you.’  Well,  in  fact,  you  can                   
take  something  with  you.  If  you  are  wealthy  in  good  deeds,  they  go  with  you.  Paul  says,                  
"Whatever  you  do  unto  the  Lord  has  eternal  value."  The  sages  point  out  that  you  come  into  this                   
world  as  a  child,  as  a  baby,  grasping,  you  want  everything.  But  when  you  leave,  with  your  last                   
breath,  your  hands  fall  open  and  you  take  nothing  with  you  except  the  record  of  good  deeds  -                   
deeds  that  honor  and  sanctify  your  Father  in  heaven.  This  is  the  only  investment  that  never  will                  
diminish;  it  will  not  fail  regardless  of  the  ups  and  downs  of  the  stock  market.  It  only  increases  in                    
value.  This  is  an  investment  you  can  make  with  100%  confidence  that  if  you  invest  yourself  in                  
the  name  of  Jesus  and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  doing  good  unto  others,  even  as  Yeshua                    
commands   to   us   and   exemplifys   for   us,   this   investment   will   grow   with   eternal   interest.  

I  dare  say,  in  hindsight,  there  are  many  Christians  who  had  millions  of  dollars  in  the  stock                  
market.  I  have  a  friend  who's  a  pastor  of  a  congregation,  many  of  whose  members  work  on  Wall                   
Street,  and  they  literally,  overnight,  lost  millions  of  dollars,  now  losing  their  mansions.  Don't  you                
think  in  hindsight,  if  they  had  it  to  do  over,  they  would  take  some  of  those  multiple  millions  of                    
dollars  that  they  were  making  and  invest  it  in  kingdom  value,  in  kingdom  works?  Now  it's  for                  
naught,  whether  it  shall  ever  be  regained  is  questionable.  But,  had  it  gone  into  advancing  God's                 
agenda  and  not  the  accumulation  unto  oneself,  it  would  still  be  gaining  interest  and  nothing                
would   have   been   lost.   How   about   for   you?   How   about   for   me?  

This  blessing,  the  first  blessing,  deals  with  material  blessings  in  order  for  your  spiritual  activities                
to  abound.  That  applies  to  each  of  us  in  unique  ways,  depending  on  our  particular  context,  our                  
circumstances.  For  example,  if  you're  a  student,  this  blessing  is  for  you  to  prosper  in  your                 
studies.  If  you're  a  merchant,  it's  for  you  to  prosper  in  your  business.  May  He  bless  you  and                   
keep  you  or  guard  you  or  watch  over  you.  In  other  words,  may  He  keep  you  from  loss;  but  also,                     
the  sages  point  out,  may  He  keep  you  from  greed.  While  He  blesses  you,  He  also  keeps  you                   
from   covetousness,   from   putting   your   confidence   in   mammon,   rather   than   in   the   Messiah.  
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So  what  does  God  keep  us  from?  He  keeps  us  from  evil  spirits,  from  all  forms  of  evil.  Psalm                    
91:10  says:  “...no  evil  shall  follow  you.  No  scourge  come  near  your  tent.”  One  of  the  Psalms  of                   
Ascent,  121:7:  “The  Lord  will  keep  you  from  all  evil.  He  will  keep  your  life.  The  Lord  will  keep                    
your   going   out   and   your   coming   in   from   this   time   forth   and   forever   more.”   May   it   be   so,   Lord!  

What  about  the  second  blessing?  Five  words.  In  the  King  James,  "May  The  Lord  cause  His  face                  
to  shine  upon  you."  The  word  for  face, panim , P-A-N-I-M  in  Hebrew,  is  an  anthropomorphism.  In                 
other  words,  it's  applying  the  image  of  a  man  to  God  who  is  Spirit.  It's  used  idiomatically  to                   
suggest  God's  favor,  God's  affection,  God's  kindness.  The  great  medieval  commentator,  Rashi,             
says  that  this  refers  to  the  shining  of  Adonai's  face,  like  a  beaming  friendly  smile.  In  fact,  he                   
paraphrases   this   verse,   "May   Adonai   show   you   a   smiling   face."  

The  Psalmist  in  chapter  31:16  prays  to  God,  "Oh,  Lord,  let  Thy  face  shine  upon  Thy  servant  and                   
save  me  in  your  steadfast  love."  In  other  words,  "Show  me  your  kindness.  Show  me  your                 
graciousness.  Look  affectionately  to  me  and  save  me  in  your  steadfast  love."  Steadfast  love               
here  refers  to  covenant  faithfulness.  Remember  this  is  a  blessing  given  to  covenant  people.               
This  is  after  Sinai  -  Israel  has  committed  to  the  covenant.  The  bond  has  been  set,  the  covenant                   
has  been  cut,  and  now  they  come  into  God's  blessing.  That  is  His  disposition.  That  is  His                  
inclination.  Psalm  80:3,  "Turn  us  again,  Oh  God,  and  cause  thy  face  to  shine  and  we  shall  be                   
saved."  

We're  told  in  the  New  Testament  book  of  Hebrews  that  Jesus  is  the  exact  image,  the  very                  
likeness  of  the  Father.  I  have  no  doubt  that  as  Yeshua  walked  about,  He  would  smile  at  people,                   
because  He  made  it  very  clear  in  His  first  sermon  in  Nazareth  that  His  agenda  was  to  show                   
God's  favor.  He  came  not  for  vengeance,  but  for  favor.  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  about  wrath  -                    
it's  about  grace  and  favor.  When  you  show  an  act  of  kindness,  when  you  smile  at  another,  a                   
blessing  goes  forth.  This  becomes  even  clearer  when  you  consider  the  opposite  use  of  this  in                 
idiom,  which  is  the  hiding,  the  hiding  of  God's  face.  The  hiding  of  God's  face  suggests  His                  
anger.   The   shining   of   God's   face   conveys   His   kindness.  

Deuteronomy  31:17,  the  Lord  says,  "Then  my  anger  will  be  kindled  against  them  in  that  day,  and                  
I  will  forsake  them  and  hide  my  face  from  them,  and  they  will  be  devoured.  Many  evils  and                   
troubles  will  come  upon  them  so  that  they  will  say  in  that  day,  'Have  not  these  evils  come  upon                    
us  because  our  God  is  not  among  us.'  And  I  will  surely  hide  my  face  in  that  day  on  account  of  all                       
the   evil   which   they   have   done,   because   they   have   turned   to   other   gods.'"  

Dear  friends,  you  don't  want  God  to  hide  His  face  from  you.  When  you  stand  before  the  throne,                   
you  want  to  see  God  lift  up  His  face  and  smile.  What  a  blessing,  to  come  before  the  Father,  the                     
King  of  the  universe,  and  He  lifts  up  His  face  and  He  smiles.  That  is  the  favor  of  the  Lord  that                      
has  been  extended  to  us  through  His  very  likeness,  Yeshua.  Proverbs  16:15  puts  it  this  way,  "In                  
the  light  of  a  king's  face,  there  is  life  and  his  favor  is  like  clouds  that  bring  the  spring  rain."  This                      
is  a  lovely  parallelism.  The  spring  rain  here  is  what  in  the  King  James  is  called  the  ‘latter  rain.’  In                     
Israel,  it  rains  mostly  from  December  through  February  -  November  to  February.  If  you  get  those                 
latter  rains  (going)  into  the  early  Spring,  which  comes  quite  early  in  Israel,  it's  a  sign  of  great                   
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blessing,  the  latter  rains.  "In  the  light  of  a  king's  face  there  is  life  and  his  favor  is  like  the  clouds                      
that   bring   the   spring   rain."  

The  second  phrase,  "May  He  grant  you  peace."  -  excuse  me  -  "May  He  grant  you  grace"  -  or,                    
"May  He  deal  graciously  with  you."  In  other  words,  "May  He  extend  His  mercy.  May  He  tamper                  
His  justice  by  His  mercy.  May  He  forgive  you  even  when  you  sin."  We  are  into  the  dispensation                   
of  God's  favor  in  Messiah  Yeshua.  I  don't  think  we  adequately  appreciate  that.  This  is  not  to                  
negate,  certainly  not  to  deny,  that  in  His  holiness,  a  consuming  fire,  all  unrighteousness,               
wickedness  and  evil  shall  perish.  But,  that's  exactly  the  issue  He  was  dealing  with  at  the  cross.                  
His  holiness  was  satisfied  so  that  His  love  could  be  magnified.  You  do  die  for  your  sins.  It  is  not                     
an  option.  Otherwise,  God  is  not  Holy  and  just.  You  will  die  for  your  sins.  The  only  question  is,                    
do  you  die  on  your  own  terms,  or  do  you  die  in  Messiah  who  took  the  wrath  of  God  so  that  you                       
could   experience   His   favor?  

Yeshua,  in  His  ministry,  went  about  constantly  showing  forth  the  favor  of  God.  There  were  those                 
who  were  unhappy  with  that:  "We  want  to  see  the  vengeance  of  God.  We  want  to  see  others  get                    
their  due.  We  want  the  wicked  to  be  punished.  We  want  the  arrogant  to  be  brought  low."  Jesus                   
says,  "This  is  not  the  time  for  that.  A  time  will  come  when  I  must  cast  fire,  but  I'm  constrained                     
against  that.  I've  come  to  show  you  God's  favor,  so  turn  around,  walk  after  me,  and  come  under                   
the   dispensation   of   God's   favor."   What   an   incredible   invitation!  

Let's  look  at  the  third  phrase.  "May  He  lift  up  his  face."  An  idiom  for  “bestow  his  favor  upon  you.”                     
[Hebrew  language]  A  lifting  of  the  face  is  an  idiom  which  means  simply  to  look  at,  but  typically                   
connotes  looking  at  someone  with  favor. Targum  Yonatan  says  the  meaning  of  this  is,  when  God                 
lifts  up  His  face  toward  you,  it  means  that  He  answers  your  prayer.  Indeed,  that  happens  in                  
Genesis  19:21  when  God  speaks  to  Lot  and  He  says,  "Behold,  I  grant  you  this  favor  also."  The                   
King  James  says,  "I've  accepted  you,"  that,  "I  will  not  overthrow  the  city  of  which  you  have                  
spoken"   -   the   city   that   Lot   wanted   to   flee   to   for   safety.  

When  it  says,  "I  grant  you  this  favor,"  in  Hebrew,  literally  it  says,  "I  will  lift  the  face  toward  you.  I                      
will  lift  the  face  toward  you."  Does  it  remind  you  of  that  magnificent  story  of  Esther,  Hadassah?                  
A  great  risk.  She  approached  the  king  without  being  summoned.  It  was  literally  life  or  death.  It                  
was  favor  or  wrath.  What  does  she  say  when  the  king  lifts  up  his  face  and  beholds  Esther?                   
Chapter  8:5,  she  says,  "If  it  please  the  king  and  I  have  found  grace  in  your  face,  then  hear  me."                     
Her   confidence   in   approaching   the   king   was   that   she   had   found   favor   and   grace   in   his   face.  

Your  confidence  in  approaching  the  King  of  the  universe  -  transcendent,  Holy,  beyond  anything               
conceivable  or  imaginable,  the  One  who  is  utterly  righteous,  the  One  who  made  all  things  by  His                  
Word  and  through  His  Word  -  your  confidence  in  approaching  Him  is  because  you  know  you                 
have  favor  in  His  face  because  of  His  Son.  Paul  says,  "When  you  were  pagans,  you  had  no                   
covenants,  you  had  no  promises,  you  had  no  hope,  you  had  no  God."  How  could  you  pagans                  
possibly  approach  the  Sovereign,  utterly  Holy,  righteous  King  of  the  universe?  In  the  same  way                
Esther  could  approach  the  all-powerful  king  of  Persia,  you  and  I  can  approach  the  King  of  the                  
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universe  because  we  have  experienced  His  favor  through  His  Son,  Jesus.  Somebody  should              
say,   ‘Amen.’  

“May  He  grant  you  peace.”  The  final  blessing  is  seven  words  long.  Seven  is  the  number  of                  
completion  -  beyond  all  material  prosperity,  beyond  all  spiritual  advancement.  The  second             
blessing,  by  the  way,  can  be  taken  to  refer  to  spiritual  advancement.  “May  He  shine  His  face                  
upon   you”   can   be   read   as   "May   He   enlighten   your   eyes   in   the   Torah."  

Beyond  material  prosperity  and  spiritual  advancement, Shalom  seals  all  the  blessings,  this             
magnificent  word  so  powerful  in  Hebrew.  In  the  negative  sense,  it's  freedom  from  all  strife  and                 
disasters.  In  the  positive  sense,  it's  prosperity.  In  the  very  broadest  sense,  it  is  well  being,  it  is                   
good  health,  it  is  length  of  days,  it  is  completeness,  it  is  coming  into  wholeness.  Shalom,                 
Shalom:   It's   the   harmony   between   conflicting   forces,   both   within   and   without.  

Proverbs  3:1,  "My  son,  do  not  forget  my  instruction,  my  teaching,  my  Torah,  but  let  your  heart                  
keep  my  commandments,  for  length  of  days  and  years  of  life  and  abundant  welfare  will  they                 
give  you."  This  translation  "Abundant  welfare"  is  the  Hebrew shalom  [Hebrew  word], shalom that               
increases,  that  is  added-to.  As  you  heed  God's  Word  in  your  heart,  you  commit  to  doing  His                  
Commandments.  He  gives  you  not  only  length  of  days,  years  of  life,  but  He  gives  you                 
ever-increasing   shalom,   ever-increasing   wellbeing.  

I'm  honored  today  that  Clint  could  come  and  be  here.  A  man  who's  devoted  his  life  to  the                   
healing  of  spirit,  of  broken  spirit  in  others.  He  and  Bonnie  can  tell  you  all  real  healing  comes  in                    
God's  presence  when  He  shines  His  face  upon  you  and  He  speaks  Shalom  into  your  heart.                 
When  you  hear  your  Father  say,  "Well  done,"  and  many  of  you  who've  had  that  experience...                 
Would  you  trade  it  for  any  amount  of  money?  Would  you  trade  it  for  a  new  Lexus,  a  Mercedes,  a                     
Ferrari?  

Nothing  can  compare  to  the  Shalom  of  God...Shalom  within  the  family...Shalom  within  the  soul...               
Shalom  within  the  country...Shalom  within  the  world.  When  the  Son  of  Man  returns  and  God's                
Holiness  and  wrath  are  poured  out  to  the  uttermost,  and  there  no  longer  is  wickedness,  evil,                 
disease,  or  death,  it  will  be  perpetual  Shalom.  We  will  dwell  under  the sukkat  shalom,  the                 
“covering  of  His  peace.”  In  the  grand  sense  here,  this  blessing  is  all  about  a  God  Who  is                   
disposed  toward  His  covenant  people;  to  show  them  His  favor,  to  extend  His  grace,  to  prosper                 
them,  to  protect  them,  to  give  you  the  fullness  of  Shalom.  Of  course,  that  comes  through  the Sar                   
Shalom ,   the   Prince   of   Peace,   even   Yeshua.  

Now  I  draw  your  attention  to  that  last  verse,  6:27  of  Numbers.  Very  important  here,  God  says,                  
"They  shall  set  My  Name  over  the  Israelites,  and  I  shall  bless  them."  It's  an  interesting  little                  
alliteration   in   Hebrew,   [Hebrew   language].  

You  shall  [Hebrew  language],  you  shall  place  or  link  my Shem ,  my  Name,  [Hebrew  language]                
Israel,  upon  the  children  of  Israel.  Notice  something  in  Hebrew  -  listen  carefully  -  it  says,                 
"[Hebrew  language],  and  I  will  bless  them."  Now  that  probably  doesn't  draw  your  attention  if  you                 
don't  know  Hebrew,  and  in  fact,  most  translations,  I  suspect  yours  as  well  only  says  “I  shall                  
bless  them.”  In  Hebrew,  the  verb  itself  gives  you  the  singularity  or  plurality  of  the  speaker.  When                  
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the  verb  here  says,  [Hebrew  language],  you  know  that  God  is  saying  "I  will  bless  them."  Why                  
does  He  add  the  seemingly  superfluous  [Hebrew  language]?  Why  do  your  translators  not              
capture  this?  It's  very  important.  He  could  have  just  said,  "[Hebrew  language],  and  I  will  bless                 
them."  But,  he  says,"[Hebrew  language],"  because  He's  emphasizing  that  the  blessing  issues             
from,  comes  from,  and  is  applied  by  God  Himself,  no  other.  It's  like  saying,  "And  I,  I  myself  will                    
bless  them."  That  English  gives  you  a  better  sense  of  that  in  the  Hebrew.  God  is  drawing                  
attention  to  the  fact  that  blessing  does  not  come  from  the  priests,  the  blessings  come  from  God.                  
"I  will  bless.  I  myself  will  bless  you.  You  put  my  Shem,  my  Name,  upon  my  children,  my                   
covenant   children,   and   I,   even   I   shall   bless   them."  

This  speaks  of  a  Divine  proprietorship;  we  are  God's  possession,  we  are  the  sheep  of  His                 
pasture.  He  has  linked  His  Name  with  us,  and  He  personally  will  bless,  keep,  protect,  guard,  be                  
gracious  to,  show  favor  to,  and  give  peace,  He  will  do  it.  We  don't  have  to  go  seeking  a  guru,  we                      
don't  have  to  go  seeking  some,  "spiritual  man,"  even  some  great  religious  leader..."Oh,  if  only                
this  guy  will  pray  for  me,  only  that  guy  will  pray  for  me."  No,  God  is  for  you,  God  will  bless  you.                       
He's   disposed   to   that   if   you   will   just   permit   Him   to   do   so.  

God  is  emphasizing  here  that  there's  no  ‘magical’  worldview  involved.  Blessing  issues  from  the               
Lord.  The  priest  pronounced  the  blessing,  but  God  administers  the  blessing.  Do  you  get  the                
difference?  This  is  not  some  sacramental  worldview  in  which  certain  authorized  members  of  the               
clergy  have  the  authority  to  bless  you.  This  is  an  issue  where  the  priest  goes  before,  puts  God's                   
Name   upon   you,   and   then   He   does   the   blessing:   "I   myself   will   bless   you."  

No  matter  what  magical  incantation  someone  may  want  to  perform  over  you,  it's  of  no  avail                 
because  this  is  God's  world.  It  does  not  operate  by  magic  and  neither  does  He.  He's  not  some                   
kind  of  force  -  that  you  can  say  His  Name  correctly,  you  can  invoke  the  proper  words  -  and                    
automatically  He  has  to  do  something.  You  may  pray  to  Him,  and  He  may  say,  "Yes."  He  may                   
answer   your   prayers.   He   may   say,   "No."   He   may   say,   "You’ve   got   to   be   kidding."  

[laughter]  

But  he  does  it.  He  is  personal  -  do  you  understand  this?  God  is  (a)  Spirit,  but  He's  personal.  He                     
uses  his  personal  Name  here,  as  we  spoke  of  last  time,  [Hebrew  language].  He  is  the  blesser.                  
That's  exactly  what  got  Moses  in  trouble  on  that  occasion  when  he  profaned  God's  name.  What                 
did   he   do?   He   struck   the   rock,   instead   of    speaking    to   the   rock.  

In  fact,  the  sages  say  that  wasn't  the  big  issue,  that  wasn't  why  God  chastised  him.  Why  God                   
chastised  him  was  because  of  his  arrogance.  He  said,  "You  rebels."  He's  putting  down  God's                
people.  "Must  we  bring  forth  water  from  the  rock  for  you?"  "Excuse  me,  Moses,  you  don't  bring                  
forth  water  from  the  rock  -  God  brings  forth  water.  You  speak  His  word  and  He  performs  it."                   
Moses  had  slipped  into  that  religious  arrogance  that  is  so  easily  fallen  into  by  religious  leaders,                 
by  preachers  and  evangelists.  When  they  see  great  works  being  done  by  God  in  the                
congregation,   they   tend   to   usurp   them   to   themselves.  
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The  Midrash  says  of  this  verse,  "Israel  should  never  say,  'Our  blessings  are  dependent  upon  the                 
Kohanim ,  the  priests.'  The Kohanim  should  never  say,  'We  grant  a  blessing  to  Israel.'"  That's                
why   God   says   "I,   I   myself   will   bless   them."  

Now,  my  question  to  you  is:  If  God  puts  His  Name  upon  us,  how  then  shall  we  carry  that  Name?                     
With  covenant,  there's  reciprocity.  He  blesses.  What  is  our  responsibility  and  our  reciprocal              
response?  It  is  to  carry  the  Name  that  He's  put  upon  us  for  a  blessing,  carry  it  in  such  a  way  that                       
it  sanctifies  that  Name  in  the  world.  This  is  what  the  Third  Commandment  is  all  about.                 
Deuteronomy  5:11:  [Hebrew  language]  “You  shall  not  carry  or  bear  God's  Name, lashav ,  lightly,               
or  in  a  way  that's  empty  or  vain,”  the  King  James  says.  This  is  more  than  about  taking  God's                    
Name  in  vain  by  cursing.  You  take  God's  Name  in  vain  when  you  show  disfavor  to  a  neighbor.                   
When  you  show  vengeance  toward  another,  unforgiveness  towards  those  whom  you  have             
offended,  you  are  profaning  God's  Name.  One  of  the  big  10,  "Don't  take  lightly  the  Name  of  the                   
Lord."  

So  He  puts  His  Name  upon  it.  We're  going  to  carry  that  Name  by  way  of  sanctifying  Him.  How                    
do  we  sanctify  His  Name?  First,  by  our  confession.  We  confess  He  is Melech  [Hebrew  word],                 
King  of  the  universe.  He  is Kadosh,  Kadosh,  Kadosh ;  but  mostly,  from  a  Biblical/Hebraic  point  of                 
view,  the  way  you  sanctify  a  name  is  by  your  conduct  -  in  the  same  way  you  profane  His  Name  -                      
like   Moses   did   by   his   conduct.  

How  then  shall  we  live  in  view  of  God's  disposition?  Let  me  quickly  make  a  few  points  in  closing.                    
This  prescribed  benediction  says  an  enormous  amount  about  the  character  of  the  God  of  Israel.                
I  don't  know  if  you  realize  just  how  radical  this  is,  but  it  tells  us  that  YHWH,  the  God  who  spoke                      
to  Moses  out  of  that  burning  Bush,  Who  redeemed  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  Who  brought  the                 
covenant  people  into  the  place  of  promise,  Who  anointed  Solomon  to  build  Him  a  house...it  tells                 
us  that that  God,  unlike  all  of  the  other  gods  of  the  ancient  near  East  and  of  other  religions                    
today,   I   might   add   -    that    God   fundamentally   is   a   God   who   desires   to   bless.  

I've  had  a  (friend,  a)  former,  devout  Buddhist,  excuse  me,  a  Hindu  -  who  not  only  grew  up  as  a                     
Hindu,  practiced  as  a  Hindu,  but  studied  Hinduism  at  Oxford  with  one  of  the  premier  Indian                 
scholars  on  Hinduism  and  Vedanta,  the  philosophy  in  Hinduism.  He  came  to  faith  in  Messiah                
and  he  said  to  us  -  Dick  will  remember  this,  he  knew  this  man  as  well  -  he  said  to  us,  "The                       
radical  message  of  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  that  no  Hindu  has  ever  heard  is  that  God  loves                   
you  unconditionally."  He  said,  "Hinduism  fundamentally  is  a  religion  of  fear.  You  go  through               
various  motions,  you  try  to  appease  these  thousands  upon  thousands  of  gods.  You're  constantly               
living  in  fear."  The  good  news  of  the  Kingdom  is  God's  unconditional  love,  His  favor  towards                 
you.  Why  should  He  have  sought  you  out?  Why  should  He  have  sought  me  out?  Unconditional                 
love.  

The  God  who  creates  is  the  God  who  blesses.  He  blesses  all  living  creatures.  Genesis  1:22,  He                  
blesses  humans.  Genesis  1:28,  He  blesses  time.  Genesis  2:3,  He  sanctified  the  Sabbath  and               
hallowed  it  -  rather,  He  blessed  the  Sabbath  and  hallowed  it.  This  is  why  Jesus  taught  (that)                  
Shabbat,  the  Sabbath,  is  “made  for  man.”  It's  for  you,  it's  to  be  a  blessing.  That's  why  God                   
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instituted  it,  both  by  way  of  pattern  and  by  way  of  precept.  It's  not  to  condemn  you,  it's  not  to                     
hem   you   in   by   endless   regulations   and   stipulations.   It's   to   be   a   blessing.   It's    for    man.  

God  blessed  a  man  who  became  a  nation,  Avraham,  previously,  Avram.  God  put  the  HA  from                 
His  Name,  [Hebrew  language]  into  Avram,  and  it  became  Avraham  because  He  wanted              
Avraham  to  be  a  blessing.  He  blesses  Abraham  in  Genesis  12:1-2:  "I  will  make  you  a  great                  
nation.  I  will  bless  you."  Listen  to  how  many  times  the  word  blessing  is  used  here,  "I  will  bless                    
you.  I  will  make  your  name  great  so  that  you  will  be  a  blessing.  I  will  bless  those  who  bless  you,                      
and   all   the   families   of   the   earth   in   you   shall   find   their   blessing."  

God  elected  Abraham,  put  His  Name  in  the  middle  of  him,  and  sent  him  forth  to  be  a  blessing  to                     
the  earth  -  and  this  is  why  he's  commended  because  he  welcomed  all  into  his  tent.  He                  
proclaimed  all  the  good  news  of  one  God,  Who  wants  to  show  you  favor.  Even  within  our                  
Christian  heritage,  in  centuries  past,  and  in  some  places,  even  to  this  day,  there's  this                
regrettable  bifurcation  about  God:  In  Jesus,  we  know  He's  loving  and  forgiving.  Thank  God  for                
Jesus,  because  otherwise  all  we're  left  with  is  a  Jehovah  who  is  radically  just,  who  will  pour  out                   
his   wrath,   throw   the   book   at   you,   so   to   speak,   if   you   break   even   one   offense.  

Now,  once  you  get  saved  by  Jesus  -  maybe,  and  I've  seen  this  -  and  I  dare  say  Clint  and  Bonnie                      
Connor  could  say  the  same  -  I  have  seen  people  saved  who  have  an  enormous  ambiguity  about                  
approaching  the  Father  because  they  suffer  from  that  stereotyping,  that  caricature  that             
overemphasizes  God's  justice  and  draws  a  dichotomy  between  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New               
Testament.  So  that  Jehovah  is  stern,  relentless.  He'll  go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  execute  His                   
justice.   He'll   pour   out   His   wrath.   He's   inclined   towards   blessing.  

Earlier  in  this  service,  Dick  mentioned  this  controversial  book, The  Shack.  Karen  received  an               
email  even  yesterday  from  some  religious  leaders  declaring  this  book  to  be  blasphemy,  and               
many,  particularly  from  a  certain  denominational  theological  persuasion,  have  grave  problems            
with  this  book.  But  on  the  other  hand,  thousands  upon  thousands  have  found  their  lives                
transformed  by  this  book.  How  is  that  so?  Because  God  used  this  creative,  imaginative  story  to                 
find  a  way  to  show  you  His  favor.  People  have  told  me,  "I've  been  to  PCMs  with  Leanne  Payne.                    
I've  been  through  many  counseling  sessions.  I  received  more  inner  healing  when  I  read  the                
book,    The   Shack,    than   anything   I've   received   before."  

It's  not  a  mystery...that  book  has  a  unique  way,  despite  what  you  might  find  to  be  various                  
problems  -  and  there  are  problems  -  it  has  a  unique  way  to  make  the  Father  appealing  to  you.                    
Yes,  you'd  like  to  sit  down  with  a  father  and  have  a  cup  of  coffee.  Yes,  the  Father  does  love  me.                      
He   really   does   want   to   be   kind   to   me.   It   shows   us   God's   favor.  

Quickly,  I  must  add  just  a  couple  of  other  statements.  This  not  only  says  a  lot  about  God,  it                    
should  say  a  lot  about  us.  We  should  become  a  blesser  more  than  a  curser.  Somebody  say,                  
amen.  Among  the  chief  duties  of  a  priest,  you  can  read  about  it  in  Deuteronomy  10:8,  21:5.  -  the                    
chief  duty  of  a  priest  was  to  bless  the  people  in  God's  Name.  We  are  a  kingdom  of  priests,  Peter                     
assures  us.  We  should  be  blessing  people  in  His  Name.  Fathers  in  homes,  how  many                
testimonies  have  we  heard  about  the  transforming  power  of  Shabbat?  When  families  begin  to               
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keep  it  within  their  home,  and  around  the  Sabbath  table,  the  father  lays  his  hands  upon  his  sons                   
and  his  daughters  and  blesses  them,  blesses  his  wife.  You  can  transform  a  marriage  because                
blessing   is   at   the   very   core   of   Who   God   is!  

Now,  I  find  it  ironic,  and  I  say  this  to  you  because  we  are  a  congregation  who  have  discovered                    
the  joys  of  Torah:  For  years  now,  we've  had  a  Torah  study  before  every  service.  We  love  to                   
study  as  an  act  of  worship  unto  God.  Yet,  why  is  it  I  find  so  often,  not  always,  but  so  often,                      
people  who  study  Torah,  who  love  Torah,  seem  to  abound  in  a  judgmental  spirit?  How  can  that                  
be?  If  study  is  to  draw  you  closer  to  the  Father,  and  the  Father's  fundamental  disposition  is  to                   
show  favor,  then  the  more  you  study  His  word,  including  the  Torah,  the  more  you  should  be                  
disposed  towards  favor,  and  the  less  you  should  be  disposed  towards  judgment.  You  should  be                
quick   to   forgive,   eager   to   show   favor,   be   an   edifier   of   people's   lives,   not   an   editor.  

Were  those  nervous  laughs  I  heard,  or  were  those  affirming  laughs?  You  don't  need  to  be  an                  
editor  of  people's  lives.  Be  an  edifier  if  you're  going  to  be  like  the  Father,  your  words  are                   
important.  This  blessing  shows  the  power  of  the  tongue.  Study  the  Torah  by  all  means,  please                 
read  Karen's  book, A  Taste  of  Torah. It  gushes  with  God's  favor  and  grace  and  kindness,                 
doesn't   it?   Because   it   goes   to   the   heart   of   the   Torah,   which   is   the   heart   of   the   Father.  

Finally,  this  is  the  pervading  mystery  of  the Y’verechecha ,  the Birkat  Kohanim :  God  is  for  you.                 
God  is  for  you.  God  is  for  you.  Every  time  we  hear  this  benediction  uttered,  it  should  remind  us                    
that  God  is  for  us  -  we  are  part  of  His  covenant  people,  we  do  come  under  His  blessing,  whether                     
in  hard  times  or  good  times,  whether  in  suffering  times  or  times  of  prosperity  -  we're  under  the                   
disposition  of  His  favor.  Whether  we  pass  from  this  world  to  the  next,  we  passed  under  the                  
dispensation   of   His   favor.  

Read  the  accounts  of  those  who  have  gone  on,  like  the  one  Pastor  dead  for  19  minutes,  (then)                   
brought  back  to  life  by  God's  Word.  What  happens  when  you  go  on  it  is  favor  inexpressible,                  
grace  unlimited,  light  ever  increasing,  love  abounding...you  haven't  the  words  to  explain  it!              
You're  under  the  dispensation  of  God's  favor.  He  is  for  you.  Jesus  came  to  make  that  very  clear.                   
His  ministry  was  to  show  God's  favor,  not  the  day  of  God's  vengeance.  So  I  would  say  this  to                    
you:  every  time  with  a  proper  intention  of  heart  and  attitude  of  spirit  that  you  enter  into  God's                   
presence,   you   leave   with   a   blessing.  

A  person  came  to  the  Temple  bearing  gifts,  offering  sacrifices,  and  left  the  Temple  having                
received  God's  gift  when  the  priest  daily  pronounced  the Birkat  Kohanim .  Indeed,  Psalm  24:5-5               
says...the  one  who  leaves  the  Temple,  he  shall  carry  away  a  blessing  from  the  Lord.  He  shall                  
carry   away   a   blessing   from   the   Lord.  

Would  you  stand  with  me,  please?  Almighty  God,  Sovereign  Lord,  we  thank  You  that  indeed,                
when  we  come  into  Your  Presence,  we  leave  with  a  blessing.  Even  as  we've  experienced  this                 
morning,  we  came  with  the  sacrifice,  the  offerings  of  our  lips  in  praise  and  worship.  We  came                  
with  a  confession  of  the  ongoing  power  of  Jesus’  shed  blood  and  broken  body.  We've  heard                 
your  Word  -  and  as  for  me  and  my  house  -  Lord,  we're  leaving  this  place  with  a  blessing.  Oh                     
God,  forgive  us  when  we've  caricatured  You.  On  the  other  hand,  let  us  never  be  too  flippant                  
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about  your  blessing,  for  it  was  a  blessing  that  was  purchased  in  the  sacrifice  of  the  Passover                  
Lamb.  Now  that  we're  in  covenant  with  you,  may  we  bear  Your  Name  in  a  way  that's  weighty,  in                    
a  way  that's  significant,  in  a  way  that  honors  you.  To  the  best  of  our  abilities,  we  pledge  to  do  so                      
in  the  Name  of  Yeshua,  our  Messiah,  in  the  Name  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  our  comforter  and                  
empowerer...and   all   God's   people   said,   “Amen.”  

[00:58:28]   [END   OF   AUDIO]  
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